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A 
CRITICAL DISSERTATION 


CONCERNING 


The Morbre of King Hexer, and the genuineneſs 
of the Queen's Letters to Bothwell, 


—. 2 


1 T is not my intention To engage in all the controver- 
ſies to which the murder of king Henry, or the letters 
from Mary to Bothwell, have given riſe; far leſs to ap- 
pear as an adverſary to any particular author, who had 
treated of them. To repeat, and to expoſe all the ill- 
founded aſſertions with regard to theſe points, which 
have flowed from inattention, from prejudice, from par- 
tiality, from malevolence, and from diſhoneſty, would 
be no leſs irkſome to myſelf, than unacceptable to moſt 
of my readers. All I propoſe, is to aſſiſt others in form- 
ing ſome judgment concerning the facts in diſpute, b 
Rating the proofs produced on each fide, with as muc 
brevity as the caſe will admit, and with the ſame atten- 
tion and impartiality which I have endeavoured to exer- 
ciſe in examining other controverted points in the Scot- 
tiſh hiſtory. 

In order to account for the king's murtler, two dif- 
ferent ſyſteras have been formed. The one ſuppoſes 
Bothwell both to have contrived and executed this 
crime. The other imputes it to the carls of Murray, 
and Morton, and their party. 

The deciſion of many controverted facts in hiſtory, is 
a matter rather of gurioſity than of uſe. They ſtand 
detached; and whatever we determine with regard to 
them, the fabric of the ſtory remains untouched. But 
the fact under diſpute in this place is a fundamental 
and eſſential one, and according to the opinion which 
an hifturiay aJopts with regard to it, he muſt vary and 


4 DISSERTATION ON | 
diſpoſe the whole of his ſubſequent narration. An hi- 
Rtorical ſyſtem may be tried in two different ways, whe- 
ther it be conſiſtent with probability, and whether it be 
— proper evidence. 
hoſe who charge the king's murder upon Bothwell, 
argue in the following manner; and though their rea- 
ſonings have been mentioned already in different places 
of the narrative, it is neceſſary to repcat them here. 
_— love for Darnly, ſay r was a ſudden and 
youthful paſſion. The beauty of his perſon was his 
chief merit. His capricious temper ſoon raiſed in the 
queen a diſguſt, which broke out on different occaſions. 
His engaging in the conſpiracy againſt Rizio, converted 
this diſguſt into an indignation, which he was at no 
Pains to conceal. This breach was, perhaps, in its own 
nature, irreparable; the king certainly wanted that art 
and —— which alone could have repaired it. 
It widened every day, and a deep and ſettled hatred ef- 
faced all remains of affection. thwell obferved this, 
and was prompted by ambition, and perhaps by love, 
to found on it a ſcheme, which proved fatal both to the 
en and to himſelf. He had — Mary at different 
times with fidelity and ſucceſs. He inſinuated himſelf 
into her favour, by addreſs and by flattery. By degrees 
he gained her heart. In order to gratify his love, or at 
leaſt his ambition, it was neceſſary to get rid of the king. 
Mary had rejected the propoſal made to her for obtain- 
ing a divorce. The king was equally bated by the par- 
tiſans of the houſe of Hamilton, a conſiderable party in 
the kingdom; by Murray, one of the moſt powerful 
and popular perſons in his country; by Morton and his 
aſſociates, whom he had deceived, and whom Bothwell 
had bound to his intereſt by a recent favour. Among 
the people Darnly was fallen under extreme contempt. 
He expected for all theſe reaſons, that the murder of 
the king would paſs without any inquiry, and to Mary's 
love, and to his own addreſs and good fortune, he 
truſted for the accompliſhment of the reſt of his wiſhes. 
What Bothwell expected really came to paſs. Mary, 
if not privy herſelf to the deſign, connived at an action 
which rid her of a man whom ſhe had ſuch good rea- 
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fon to deteſt. A few months after ſhe was married to 
the perſon who was both ſuſpected and accuſed of com- 
mitting the murder. | 

Thoſe who charge the guilt upon Murray and his 
party, reaſon in this manner: Murray, they th Was a 
man of boundleſs ambition. Notwithſtanding the il- 
legitimacy of his birth, he had early formed a deſign of 
uſurping the crown. On the queen's return into Scot- 
land, he infinuated himſelf into her favour, and engroſ- 
ſed the whole power into his own hands. He ſet him- 
ſelf againſt every propoſal of marriage which was 
made to her, leſt his own chance of ſucceeding to the 
crown ſhould be deftroyed. He hated Darnly, and was 
no leſs hated by him. In order to be revenged on him, 
he entered into a ſudden friendſhip with Bothwell, his 
ancient and mortal enemy. He encouraged him to 
perpetrate the crime, by giving him * of marrying 
the queen. All this was done with a deſign to throw 
upon the queen herſelf the imputation of being acceſſary 
to the murder, and under that pretext, to deſtroy Poth- 
well, to depoſe and impriſon her, and to ſcize the ſcep- 
tre which he had wreſtled out of her hands, 

The former of theſe ſyſtems has an air of probability, 
is conſiſtent with itſelf, and ſolves appearances. In the 
latter, ſome aſlertions are falſe, ſome links are wanting 
in the chain, and effects appear, of which no ſuſſicient 
cauſe is produced. Murray, on the queen's return into 
Scotland, ſerved her with great fidelity, and by his pru- 
dent adminiſtration rendered her fo popular, and fo 

wertul, as enabled her with eaſe to quaſh a formida- 

le inſurrection raiſed by himſelf in the yer 1565. 
What motive could induce Murray to murder a prince 
without capacity, without followers, without influence 
over the nobles, whom the queen, by her neglect, had 
1educed to the loweſt ſtate of contempt, and who, after 
a long diſerace, had regained (according to the moit fa- 
vourable ſuppoſition) the precarious poſſeſſion of her 
favour only a few days before his death? It is diifigult 
to conceive what Murray had to fear from the king's 
life It is no cafy matter to guels what he could gain 
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by his death. If we ſuppoſe that the queen had no pre- 
vious attachment to Bothwell, nothing can appear more 
chimerical than a ſcheme to perſuade her to marry a 
man, whoſe wife was ſtill alive, and who was not onl 


ſuſpected, but accuſed, of murdering her former huf- 


band. But that ſuch a ſcheme ſhould really ſucceed is 
ftill more extraordinary.—If Murray had inſtigated 
Bothwell to commit the crime, or had himſelf been ac- 
ceſſary to the commiſſion of it, what hopes were there 
that Bothwell would filently bear from a fellow-cri- 
minal all the perſecutions which he ſuffered, without 
ever retorting upon him the accuſation, or revealing 


the whole ſcene of iniquity? An ancient and deadly 
feud had ſubſiſted between Murray and Bothwell; the 


queen with difficulty had brought them to ſome terms 
of agreement, But is it probable that Murray would 
chooſe an enemy, to whom he had been ſo lately recon- 
ciled, for his confident in the commiſſion of ſuch an at- 
trocious crime? Or, on the other hand, would it ever 
enter into the imagination of a wiſe man, firſt to raiſe 
his rival to ſupreme power, in hopes that afterwards he 
ſhould find ſome opportunity of depriving him of that 
wer? The moſt adventurous politician never hazard- 
ed ſuch a dangerous experiment. The moſt credulous 
folly never truſted ſuch an uncertain chance. | 
But, however ſtrong theſe general reaſonings may 
he, we muſt decide according to the particular evidence 
produced. This we now proceed to examine. | 
That Bothwell was guilty of the king's murder, ap- 
pears, I. From the concurring teſtimony of all the con- 
tempor 2ry hiſtorians. 2. From the confeſſion of thoſe 
perſons who ſuffered for aſſiſting at the commiſſion of 
the crime, and who entered into a minute detail of all 
its circumſtances. Anderf, ii. 165. 3. From the ac- 
knowledgment of Mary's own coramiſhoners, who al- 
low Bothwell to have been one of thoſe who were 
guilty uf this crime. Good. ii. 213 4. From the ex- 
preſs teſtimony of Lefly, biſhop of Roſs, to the fame et- 
ſect with the former. Def. of Q. Mary's Hon. And. 
i. 76. Id. iti. p. 31. 5. Morton, at his death, declared 
that Bothwell had ſolicited him, at different times, 
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to concur in the 2 formed againſt the life of 
the king; and that he was informed by Archibald 
Douglas, one of the conſpirators, that Bothwell was 
reſent at the murder. Crawf. Mem. App. 4. The 
tter from Douglas to the queen, publiſhed in the Ap- 

ndix No. XIV. confirms Morton's teſtimony. 6. 

rd Herries promiſes, in his own name, and in the 
name of the nobles who adhered to the queen, that they 
would concur in puniſhing Bothwell as the murderer of 
the king. Append. No. ev. 

The moſt direct charge ever brought againſt Murra 
is in theſe words of biſhop Leſly: * Is it unknown,” 
addreſſing himſelf to the earl of Murray, „what the 
& lord Herries ſaid to your face openly, even at your 


„ own table, a few days after the murder was com- 


&« mitted? Did he not charge you with the foreknow- 
« ledge of the fame murder? Did he not, nulla circui- 
& tione uſus, flatly and plainly burden you, that riding 
« in Fife, and coming with one of your moſt aſſured 


« and truſty ſervants the ſame day whereon you de- 


« parted from Edinburgh, ſaid to him, among other 
„talk, This night ere morning lord Darnly ſhall loſe 
cc his life?“ Defence of Q. Mary, Anderſ ii. 75. But 
the aſſertion of a man ſo heated with faction as Leſly, 
unleſs it were ſupported by proper evidence, is of little 
weight. The ſervant to whom Murray is faid to have 
ſpoken theſe words, is not named; nor the manner in 
which this ſecret converſation was brought to light 
mentioned. Lord Herrics was one of the moſt zca- 
lous advocates for Mary, and it is remarkable, that in 
all his negotiations at the court of England, he never 
once repeated this accuſation of Murray. In anſwering 
the challenge given him by lord Lindſay, Herrics had 
a fair opportunity of mentioning Murray's knowledge 
of the murder; but, though he openly accuſes of that 
crime ſome of thoſe who adhered to him, he induſtri- 
ouſly avoids any inſinuation againſt Murray himſelf. 
Keith, Pref. xii. Mary herſelf, in converſation with 
fir Francis Knolles, accuſed Morton and Maitland of 
being privy to the —_— but does not mention Mur- 
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ray. And. iv. 55, When the biſhop of Roſs and lord 
Herries themſelves appeared before the Engliſh council, 
January 11, 1569, they declared themſelves ready, in 
obedience to the queen's command, to accuſe Murray 
and his aſſociates of being acceſſary to the murder, but 
„ they being alſo required, whether they, or any of 
“ them, as of themſelves, would accuſe the ſaid earl 
in ſpecial, or any of his adherents, or thought them 
„ guilty thereof;”” they anſwered, “ That they took 
« God to witneſs that none of them did ever know 
« any thing of the conſpiracy of that murder, or were 
« in council and foreknowledge thereof; neither who 
« were deviſers, inventors, and executors of the ſame, 
« fill it was publicly diſcovered long thereafter by 
% ſome of the aſſaſſins, who ſuffered death on that ac- 
« count.” Good. ii. 308. Theſe words are taken out 
of a regiſter kept by Roſs and Herries themſelves, and 
ſeem to be a direct confutation of the biſhop's aſſer- 
tion. ; 

The earls of Huntly and Argyll, in their Proteflation 
touching the Murder of the King of Scots, after mentioning 
the conference at Craigmillar, concerning a divorce, 
add, „ So after theſe premiſes, the murder of the king 
& following, we judge in our conſciences, and hold for 
certain and truth, that the earl of Murray and fecre- 
« tary Lethington were authors, inventors, counſellors, 
« and cauſers of the fame murder, in what manner, 
„% or by whatſoever perſons the ſame was executed.“ 
Anderf. iv. 188. But, 1. This is nothing, more than 
the private opinion or perſonal affirmation of theſe two 
noblemen. 2. The concluſion which they make has no 
connection with the premiſes on which they found it: 
Becauſe Murray propoſed to obtain for the queen a di- 
vorce from her huſband with her own conſent, it does 
not follow that therefore he committed the murder with- 
out her knowledge. 3 Huntly and Argyll were at that 
time the leaders of that party oppoſite to Murray, and 
animated with all the rage o faction. 4. Both of them 
were Murray's perſonal enemies. Huntly, on account 
of the treatment which his family and clan had receiv. 
ed from that nobleman. Argyll was deſirous of being 
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divorced from his wife, with whom he lived on no good 
terms, Knox, 328. and by whom he had no children. 
Crawf. Peer. 19. She was Murray's ſiſter, and by his 
intereſt he had obſtructed that deſign. Keith, 551. 
Theſe circumſtances would go far towards invalidating 
a poſitive teſtimony; they more than counterbalance 
an indeterminate ſuſpicion. 5. It is altogether uncer- 
tain whether Huntly and Argyll ever ſubſcribed this 
proteſtation. A copy of ſuch a proteſtation as the queen 
thought would be of advantage to her cauſe, was tranſ- 
mitted to them by her, Anderſ. iv. b. ii. 186. The 
proteſtation itſelf, publiſhed by Anderſon, is taken from 
an unſubſcribed copy with blanks for the date and place 
of ſubſcribing. On the back of this copy, there is paſt- 
ed, indeed a paper, which Cecil has marked “ Anſwer 
« of the earl of Murray to a writing of the earls of 


« Huntly and Argyll.” Anderſ. 194, 195. But it can 


ſcarce be eſteemed a reply to the above-mentioned pro- 
teſtation. Murray's anſwer bears date at London, Ja- 
nuary 19, 1568. The queen's letter, in which ſhe in- 
cloſed the copy of the proteſtation, bears date at Bow- 
ton, Jan. 5, 1568. Now it is ſcarce to be ſuppoſed that 
the copy could be ſent into Scotland, be ſubſcribed by 
the two earls, and be ſeen and anſwered by Murray 
within ſo ſhort a time. Murray's reply ſeems intended 
only to prevent the imprefſion which the vague and un- 
certain accuſations of his enemies might make in his ab- 
ſencc, Cecil had got the original ot the queen's letter 
into his cuſtody. Anderſ. iv. 185. This naturally leads 
us to conjecture that the letter itſelf, together with the 
incloſed proteſtation, were intercepted before they came 
to the hands of Huntly and Argyll. Nor is this mere 
conjecture alone. The letter to Huntly, in which the 
proteſtation was incloſed, is to be found; Cott. Lib- 
Cal. c. 1. fol. 280. and is an original ſubſcribed by Ma- 
ry, though not written with her own hand, becauſe ſhe 
ſeldom choſe to write in the Engliſh language. The 
proteſtation is in the ſame volume, fol. 282. and is ma- 
nifeſtly written by the ſame perſon who wrote the queen's 
letter. This is a clear proof that both were intercepted. 
So that much has been founded on a paper not ſubſerib- 
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ed by the two earls, and probably never ſeen by them, 
Beſides, this method which the queen took of ſending 
a copy to the two earls, of what was proper for them 
to declare with regard to a conference held in their own 
preſence, appears ſomewhat ſuſpicious. It would have 
been more natural, and not ſo liable to any miſinterpre- 
tation, to have defired them to write the moſt exact ac- 
count, which they could recollect, of what had paſſed 
in the converſation at Craigmillar. 

The queen's commiſſioners at the conferences in Eng- 
land accuſed Murray and his aſſociates of having mur- 
dered the king. Good. ii. 281. But theſe accuſations 
are nothing more than looſe and general affirmations, 
without deſcending to ſuch particular circumſtances as 
either aſcertain their truth, or diſcover their falſehood. 
the fame accuſation is repeated by the nobles aſſembled 
at Dumbarton, Sept. 1568. Good. ii. 359. And the 
ſame obfervation may be made concerning it. 

All the queen's advocates have endeavoured to ac- 
count for Murray's murdering of the king, by ſuppoſing 
that it was done on purpoſe that he might have the pre- 
tence — Os the queen's adminiſtration, and there- 
by rendering ineffectual her general revocation of crown 
lands, which would have deprived him and his aſſociates 
of the beſt part of their eſtates. Leſly Def. of Mary's 
Hon. p. 73. But whoever conſiders the limited powers 
of a Scottiſh monarch, will ſee that ſuch a revocation 
could not be very formidable to the nobles. Every king 
of Scotland began his reign with ſuch a revocation; and 
as often as it was renewed, the power of the nobles ren- 
dered it ineffectual. The beſt vindication of Murray 


and his party from this accuſation, is that which the 


preſented to the queen of England, and which hat 
never hitherto been publiſhed, 


Anſcrers to the Objefions and Alledgance of the Queen, alledg= 
g the Farl of Murray Lord Regent, the Earl of Morton, 
Aar, Glencairn, Hume, Ruthven, Ic. to lade been moved 
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It is anſwered, that is alledged but all appearance, 
and it appears God has berett the alledgance of all wit 
and good remembrance, tor thir reaſons following: 

Imprimis, as to my lord regent, he never had occaſion 
to grudge thereat, in reſpect the queen made him privy 
to the ſame, and took reſolution with him for the exe- 
cution thereof, letting his lordſhip know ſhe would af- 
ſuredly in the ſamine except all things ſhe had given to 
him, and ratify them in the next parliament as ſhe did 
indeed; and for that cauſe wiſhed my lord to leave be- 
hind him maſter John Wood, to attend upon the ſame, 
to whom ſhe declared, that als well in that as in all o- 
ther her grants it ſhould be provided, yea of free will 
did promiſe and offer before ever he demanded, as it 
came to =_ without any lett or impediment; for all 
was ratified by her command, and hand write, at the 
parliament, but [i. e. without] any difficulty. 

Item as to my lord of Morton, he could not grudge 
thereat quha never had of her property worth twenty 
dollars that ever I knew of. 

Item the ſame, I may ſay of my lord Glencairn, 

Item the fame, I may ſay of my lord Hume. 

Item the ſame, I may ſay of my lord Ruthven, 

Item the fame, I may ſay of my lord Lindſay. 

Only my lord of Marr, had ane little thing of the 
property quilk alſua was gladly and liberally confirmed 
to him, in the ſaid parliament preceding a year; was 
never ane had any cauſe of miſcontent of that revoca- 
tion, far leſs to have put their lives and heritage to ſo 
open and manifeſt ane danger as they did for fic ane 
frivole cauſe. 

Gyf ever any did make evil countenance, and ſhow 
any miſcontentment of the ſaid revocation, it was my 
lord of Argyll in ſpeciall, quha ipak largely in the time of 
parliament thairanents to the queen herſelf, and did 

complain of the manifeſt corruption of ane act of par- 
lament paſt upon her majeſty's return, and ſa did let 
any revocation at that time; but the armour for revenge 
of the king's deid was not till twa months after, at 
quhat time there was no occalion given thereof, nor 
ever a man had mind thereof. 
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Having thus examined the evidence which has been 
produced againſt the earls of Murray and Bothwell; we 
ſhall next proceed to inquire whether the queen herſelf 
was — to the murder of her huſband. 

No ſooner was the violent death of Darnly known, 
than ſtrong ſuſpicions aroſe, among ſome of her ſubjects, 
that Mary had given her conſent to the commiſſion of 
that crime. And. ii. 156. We are informed, by her 
own ambaſſador in France, the archbiſhop of Glaſgow, 
that the ſentiments of foreigners, on this — were no 
leſs unfavourable to her. Keith, Pref. ix. Many of her 
nobles loudly accuſed her of that crime, and a great 


part of the nation, by ſupporting them, ſeem to have 


allowed the accuſation to be well tounded. 

Some crimes, however, are of ſuch a nature, that 
they ſcarce admit of a poſitive or direct proof. Deeds 
of darkness can ſeldom be brought perfectly to light. 
Where perſons are accuſed not of being principals, but 
only of _ — to a crime; not of having per- 
petrated it themſelves, but only of giving conſent to the 
commiſſion of it by others, the proof becomes ſtill more 
difficult: and unleſs when ſome accomplice betrays the 
ſecret, a proof by circumſtances, or preſumptive evi- 
dence, is all that can be attained. Even in judicial trials, 
ſuch evidence is ſometimes held to be ſufficient for con- 
demning criminals. The degree of conviction which 
ſuch evidence carries along with it, is often not inferior 
to that which ariſes from pofitive teſtimony; and a con- 
curring ſeries of circumſtances ſatisfies the underſtand- 
1 leſs than the expreſs declaration of witneſſes. 

vidence of both thele kinds has been producedagainſt 
Mary. We ſhall firſt confider that which is founded 
upon circumſtances alone. 

Some of thefe ſuſpicious circumſtances preceded the 
king's death; others were ſubſequent to it. With re- 
gard to the former, we may obſerve that the queen's 
violent love of Darnly was ſoon converted into an aver- 
ſion to him no leſs violent; and that his own ill con- 
duct and exceſſes of every kind, were ſuch, that if they 

did not juſtify, at leaſt they account for this ſudden 
change of her diſpoſition towards him. The riſe and 
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progreſs of this domeſtic rupture, I have traced with 
great care in the hiſtory, and to the proofs of it which 
may be found in papers publiſhed by other authors, I 
have added thoſe contained in App. No. XVI. and XVII. 
Du Croc, the French ambaſſador, who was an eye-wit- 
neſs of what he deſcribes, not only repreſents her diſ- 
guſt to _ to be extreme, but declares that there 
could be no hopes of a reconcilement between them. 
6 The queen is in the hands of phyſicians, and I do af- 
ſure you is not at all well; and I do believe the princi- 
pal part of her diſeaſe to conſiſt in deep grief and ſor- 
row; nor does it ſeem poſhble to make her forget the 
fame. Still ſhe repeats theſe words, I could ny to be 
dead. You know very well that the injury ſhe has re- 
ceived is exceeding great, and her majeſty will never 
forget it. To ſpeak my mind freely to you, I do not 
expect, upon ſeveral accounts, any good — 
between them, ſi. e. the king and queen}, unleſs God ef- 
fectually put to his hand. — His bad deportment is incur- 
able; nor can there ever be any good expected from 
him, for ſeveral reaſons, which I might tell you was I 
preſent with you, I cannot pretend to foretell how all 
may turn, but I will ſay, that matters cannot ſubſiſt 
long as they are, without being accompanied with ſun- 
dry bad conſequences.” Keith, Pref. vii. Had Henry 
died a natural death at this juncture, it muſt have been 
conſidered as a very fortunate event to the queen, and as 
a ſeaſonable deliverance from a huſband who had become 
altogether odious to her. Now as Henry was murdered 
a few weeks afterwards, and as nothing had happened 
to render the queen's averſion to him leſs violent, the 
opinion of thols who confidered Mary as the author of 
an event which was manifeſtly ſo agreeable to her, will 
appear perhaps to ſome of our readers to be neither un- 
natural nor over-refined. If we add to this, what has 
been obſerved in the hiſtory, that in proportion to the 
increaſe of Mary's hatred of her huſband, Bothwell 
made progreſs in her favour, and that he became the 
object not only of her confidence, but of her attach- 
ment, that opinion acquires new ſtrength. It is eaſy to 
oblerve many advantages which might redound to Ma- 
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ry as well as to Bothwell from the king's death but ex- 
cepting them no perſon, and no party in the kingdom, 
could derive the leaſt benefit from that event. th- 
well, accordingly, murdered the king, and it was, in 
that age, thought no violent imputation on Mary's cha- 
racter, to ſuppoſe that ſne had conſented to the deed. 
The ſteps which the queen took after her huſband's 
death add ſtrength to that ſuppoſition. 1. Melvil, who 
was in Edinburgh at the time of the king's death, aſſerts, 
that « every body ſuſpected the earl of Bothwell; and 
- thoſe who durſt ſpeak freely to others, faid plainly that 
it was he, p. 155. 2. Mary having iſſued a procla- 
mation, on the 12th of February, offering a reward to 
any perſon who ſhould diſcover thoſe who had murder- 
ed her huſband; And. 1. 36; a paper in anſwer to this 
was affixed to the gates of the tolbooth, February 16, 
in which Bothwell was named as the chief perſon guilty 


of that crime, and the queen herſelf was accuſed of hav- : 


ing given her conſent to it. And. ii. 156. 3. Soon after, 


February 20, the earl of Lennox, the king's father, 
wrote to Mary, conjuring her, by every motive, to 
proſecute the murderers with the — rigour. He 
plainly declared his own ſuſpicions of Bothwell, and 
—— out a method of proceeding againſt him, and 
0 


r diſcovering the other authors of the crime, no leſs 
obvious than equitable. He adviſed her to ſeize, and 
to commit to ſure cuſtody, Bothwell himſelf, and thoſe 
who were already — a 


writes to me zourſelf, that ſen it has pleſit God to con- 
ſerve zow to take a rigorous vengeance thereof, that 
rather than it be not actually taine, it appears to me 
better in this warld that ze had loſt life and all. I aſk 


s his accomplices; to call an 
aſſembly of the nobles; to iſſue a proclamation, inviting | 
Bothwell's accuſers to appear; and if, on that encou- * 
ragement, no perſon appeared to accuſe them, to hold 
them as innocent, and to diſmiſs them without further 
trial. And. i. 40. 4. Archbiſhop Beatoun, her am- 
haſſador in France, in a letter to Mary, March gth, em- 
ploys arguments of the utmoſt weight to perſuade her to 
proſecute the murderers with the greateſt ſeverity. «I * 
can conclude — (ſays he) by quhat zour majeſty 
bl 
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your majeſtie pardon, that I write ſac far, for can heir 
naething to zour prejudiſe, but I man [muſt] conſtraind- 

writ the ſamin, that all may come to zour knawledge; 
or the better remede may be put thereto. Heir it is 
needful that ze forth ſhaw now rather than ever of be- 
fore, the ite vertue, magnanimitie, and conſtance 
that God has grantit zow, be quhais grace, I hope ze 
ſall overcome this moſt heavy envie and diſpleſir of the 
committing thereof, and conſerve that reputation in all 
godlineſs, ze have conquiſt of lang, quhich can appear 
na wayis mair clearlie, than that zou do /e [ſuch} juſ- 
tice that the bail [whole] world may declare zour inno- 
cence, and give teſtimony forever of their treaſon that 
has committed /but [without] fear of God or man) fo 
cruel and ungodly a murther, quhairof there is ſa mickle 
[much] ill ſpoken, that I am conſtrainit to aſk zou 
mercy, that neither can I or will I make the rehearſal 
thereof, which is -wwr [too] odious. But alas! madame, 
all over Europe this day, there is na purpoſe in head fa 
frequent as of zour majeſtie, and of the preſent ſtate of 
zour realm, quhilk is in the moſt part interpretit ſiniſt- 
erly.“ Keith, Pref. ix. 5. Elizabeth, as appears from 
Append. Vol. I. No. XIX. urged the fame thing in 
ſtrong terms. 6. The circumſtances of the caſe itſelf, 
no lels than theſe ſolicitations and remonſtrances, called 
for the utmoſt vigour in her proceedings. Her huſband 
had been murdered in a cruel manner, almoſt in her 
own preſence. Her ſubjects were filled with the utmoſt 
horror at that crime. Bothwell, one of her principal 
favourites, had been publicly accuſed as the author of it. 
Reflections, extremely diſhonourable to herſelf, had 
been thrown out. If indignation and the love of juſtice, 
did not prompt her to purſue the murderers with ar- 
dour, decency, at leaſt, and concern for vindicating her 
own character, ſhould have induced her to avoid any 
appearance of remiſſneſs or want of zeal. 

ut inſtead of this, Mary continued to diſcover, in all 

her actions, the utmoſt partiality towards Bothwell, 
On the 15th of February, five days after the murder, 
ſhe beſtowed on him the reverſion of the ſuperiority of 
the town of Leith. which, in the year 1565, ſhe had 
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mortgaged to the citizenz of Edinburgh. This grant 
was of much importance, as it gave him not only the 
command of the principal port in the kingdom, but a 
great aſcendant over the citizens of Edinburgh, who 


were extremely deſirous of keeping poſlcſſion of it? 


Copy from the original in the charter=bouſe of the city of Edin- 
burgh of an Aſſignation to the reverſion of the ſuperiority of 
Leith by queen Mary, to the earl of Bothwell, 


Maria Dei gratia Regina Scotorum, omnibus prohis 
hominibus ſuis ad quos præſentes literz pervenerint ſa- 
lutem. Sciatis, quod nos ad memoriam reducentes 
multiplex bonum verum et fidele ſervitium, non tantum 
quondam noſtrz chariſſime matri Mariz Reginæ regni 
noſtri pro teinpore in noſtra minoritate factum et im- 
penſum, verum etiam nobiſmet ipſis, tam intra partes 
Gallizz quam intra hoc noſtrum regnum, ad extentio- 
nem noſtri honoris et auctoritatis in punitione furum, 
malefagorum, et tranſgreſſorum intra idem, per no- 
ſtrum confilum conſanguincum et confiliarium Jacobum 
comitem Bothuile, dominum Halis, Creighton et Lid- 
diſdale, magnum admirallum regni noſtri, commiſſio— 
nem et onerationem ad hunc eftcetum habentem, per 

uas ipſe ſuum corpus et vitam in magno periculo po- 
fuit ; ac ctiam, in performatione et extentione noftri 
dieti ſervitii, ſuam hereditatem, fupra ſummam viginti 
millium mercarum hujus noſtri regni, alienavit ac læſit. 


Et nos cogitantes quod, ex noſtra principali honore et 


de voria dictum noſtrum confiſum conlanguineum & con- 
ſiliarium eum quodam accidente et gratitudine recom- 
penſare et gratificare incumbit que nos commode ſibi 
concedere poterimus, unde ipſe magis habilis omnibus 
aftuturus temporibus eſſe poterit, et ad hujuſmodi per- 
forandum in omnibus cauſis ſeu eventibus; In recom- 
penſationem quorum præmiſſorum, ac pro diverſis aliis 
nofiris rationabilibus cauſis et confiderationibus nos mo- 
ventibus, Fecimus, &c. dium Jacobum comitem Bo— 
thuile, &c. ac ſuos bæredes maſculos quoſcunque noſtro; 
legitimos, &c. aſſignatos in et ad literas reverſionis fac- 


tas, & c per Symonem PFrelion de codem militem, pr 
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2. Bothwell being extremely deſirous to obtain the com- 
mand of the caſtle of Edinburgh, the queen, in order to 
prevail on the earl of Mar to ſurrender the government 
of it, offered to commit the young prince to his cuſtody. 
Mar conſented; and ſhe inſtantly appointed Bothwell 
governor of the caſtle. And. i. Pref. 64. Keith, 379. 
3. The inquiry into the murder, previous to Bothwell's 
trial, ſeems to have been conducted with the utmoſt re- 
miſſneſs. Buchanan exclaims loudly againſt this. And. 
ii. 24. Nor was it without reaſon that he did ſo, as is 
evident from a circumſtance in the affidavit of Thomas 
Nelſon, one of the king's ſervants, who was in the houſe 
when his maſter was murdered, and was dug up alive 
out of the rubbiſh, Being examined on the Monday at- 
ter the king's death, “ This deponar ſchew the Bonkle 
had the key of the cellare, and the Queenis ſervandis 
the keys of her ſhalmir. Quhilk the laird of Tullibardin 
hearing, faid, Hald thair, here is ane ground. Efter 

uhilk words ſpokin, thai left of, and proceedit na far- 
Ned in the inquiſition.” And. iv. p. 2.167. Had there 
been any intention to ſearch into the bottom of the mat- 
ter a circumſtance of fo much importance merited the 


g— 


poſitum, balivos, conſules, et communitatem hujus no- 
ftri burgi de Edinburgh, pro ſepſis ac ſuis ſucceſloribus, 
&c. nobis, noſtriſque heredihus, ſueceſſoribus, et aſſigna- 
tis pro redemptione, &c. ſuperioritatis totius ville de 
Leith, &c, impignoratz per nos dictis præpoſito, &c. 
ſub reverſione alienatæ continentis ſummam decem mil- 
lum mercarum monetz præſeriptæ numerandum et 
calculandum in parochiali eceleſia de Edinburgh, ſuper 
premonitione quadraginta dierum, ut moris eſt, veluti 
in dictis reverſionis littris, &c. de data 8vo Octob. 1:65. 
&c. (The reſt is form, and contains a clauſe of abſolute 
warrandice.) IN CUJUS REL TESTIMONIUM præſen- 
tibus magnum ſigillum noſtrum apponi fecimus Apud 
Edinburgh decimo quinto die menſis Februarii, anno 
Domini millefimo quingenteſimo ſexageſimo ſexto, ct 
regni noſtri viceſimo quiuto. | 
THe great ſeal entire. 
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moſt careful enquiry. 4. Notwithſtanding Lennox's 
repeated ſolicitations, notwithſtanding the reaſonable- 
neſs of his demands, and the neceſſity of complying 
with them, in order to encourage any accuſer to appear 
againſt Bothwell, ſhe not only refuſed to commit him 
to cuſtody, or even to remove him from her preſence 
and counci's; And. i. 42, 48. but by the grants which 
we have mentioned, and by other circumſtances, diſco- 
vered an increaſe of attachment to him. ;. She could 
not avcid bringing Bothwell to a public trial; but ſhe 
permitted him to fit as a member in that meeting of 
the privy-council which directed his own trial; and the 
trial itſelf was carried on with ſuch unneceſſary preci- 
pitancy, and with ſo many other ſuſpicious circumſtan- 
ces, as render his acquittal rather an argument of his 
guilt than a proof of his innocence. Theſe circumſtan- 
ces have all — mentioned at length in Book IV. and 
therefore are not repeated in this place. 6. Two days 
after the trial, Mary gave a public proof of her regard 
for Bothwell, by appointing him to carry the ſceptre be- 
fore her at the meeting of parliament. Keith, 378, 
7. In that parliament ſhe granted him a ratification of 
all the vaſt poſſeſſions and honours which ſhe had con- 
ſerred upon him, in which was contained an ample e- 
numcration of all the ſervices he had performed. And, 
i. 117. 8. Though Melvil, who foreſaw that her at- 
tachment to Bothwell would at length induce her to 
marry him, warned her of the infamy and danger which 
would attend that action, ſhe not only diſregarded this 
ſalutary admonition, but diſcovered what had paſſed 
between them to Bothwell, which expoſed Melvil to 
her indignation. Melv. 156. 9. Bothwell ſei-ed Mary 
as ſhe returned from Stirling, April 24. If he had done 
this without her knowledge and conſent, ſuch an inſult 
could not have failed to have filled her with the moſt 
violent indignation. But according to the account of 
an old MS. « The friendly love was ſo highly contract- 
ed between this great princeſs and her enormous ſub- 
je ct, that there was no end thereof, for (it was conſtant- 
* etteemed by all men, that either of them loved other 


carnally), ſo that ſhe ſuffered paticrtly to be led where 
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the lover liſt, and all the way neither made obſtacle, im- 
pediment, clamour, or reſiſtance, as in ſuch accidents 
uſe to be, or that ſhe might have done by her princely 
authority, being accompanied with the nohle earl of 
Huntly, and ſecretary Maitland of Lethington.“ Keith, 
383 Melvil, who was preſent confirms this account, 
and tells us that the officer by whom he was ſeized, in- 
formed him that nothing was done without the queen's 
conſent Melv. 158. 10. On the 12th of May, a few 
days before her marriage, Mary declared that ſhe was 
then at full liberty, and that though Bothwell had of- 
fended her by ſeizing her perſon, ſhe was fo much ſatis- 
fied with his dutiful behaviour fince that time, and fo 
indebted to him for paſt ſervices, that ſhe not only for- 
gave that offence, but refolved to promote him to high- 
er honours And. i. 87. 11. Even after the contede» 
rate nobles had driven Bothwell from the queen's pre- 
ſence, and though ſhe ſaw that he was confulered as the 
murderer of her former huſband by fo great a part of 
her ſubjects, her aſſection did not in the lealt abate, and 
ſhe continued to exprels the moſt unalterable attachment 
to him I can perceive (ſays Sir N. Throkmorton) 
that the rigour with which the queen 1s kept, procecd- 
eth by 2 from theſe men, becauſe that the queen 
will not by any means be induced to lend her authority 
to proſecute the murderer; nor will not confent by any 
perſuaſion to abandon the lord Bothwel! for her bufband, 
but avoweth conſtantly that ſhe will live and die with 
him; and faith, that if it were put to her choice to relin- 
quiſh her crown and kingdom or the lord Bothwell, ſhe 
would leave her kingdom and dignity to go a imple dam- 
ſel with him, and that ſhe will never conſent that he ſhall 
fare worſe, or have more harm than herſelf,” Append. 
to Vol. I. No. XXII. From this long enumeration of cir- 
cumſtances, we may without violence, draw the follow- 
ing concluſion: Had Mary really been acceſſiry to the 
murder of her huſband; had Bothwell perpetrated the 
crime with her conſcnt, or at her command; and had 
ſhe intended to ſtifle the evidence againſt him, and to 
prevent the diſcovery of 3 guilt, ſhe could ſcarcely 
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have taken any other ſteps than thoſe ſhe took, nor could 
her conduct have been more repugnant to all the max- 
ims of prudence and of decency. 

The poſitive evidence produced againſt Mary may 
be claſſed under two heads. 


I. The depoſitions of ſome perſons who were em- 


ployed in committing the murder, particularly of Ni- 
cholas Hubert, who in the writings of that age, is called 
French Paris, This perſon, who was Bothwell's ſervant, 
and much truſted by him, was twice examined, and 


the original of one of his depoſitions, and a copy of the 


other, are ſtill extant. It is pretended that both theſe 
are notorious forgeries. But they are remarkable for a 
ſimplicity and vt which it is almoſt impoſlible to 
imitate; they abound with a numher of minute facts 
and particularities, which the moſt dexterous forger 
could not have eaſily aſſembled and connected together 
with any appearance of probability; and they are filled 
with circumſtances, which can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed to 
have entered the imagination of any man but one of 
Paris's profeſſion and character. But, at the ſame time, 
it muſt be acknowledged, that his depoſitions contain 
ſome improbable circumſtances. He ſeems to have been 
a fooliſh talkative fellow; the fear of death, the violence 
of torture, and the deſire of pleaſing thoſe in whoſe 
power he was, tempted him, perhaps, to feign ſome 
circumſtances, and to exaggerate others. To ſay that 
ſome circumſtances in an affidavit are improbahle or 
falſe, is very different from ſaying that the whole is 
forged. I ſuſpect the former to be the caſe here; but I 
ſee no appearance of the latter. Be that as it will, ſome 
of the moſt material facts in Paris's affidavits reſt upon 
his ſingle teſtimony; and for that reaſon, I have not in the 
hiſtory, nor ſhall I in this place, lay any ſtreſs upon them. 

2. The letters ſaid to be written by Mary to Both- 
well "Theſe have been frequently publiſhed. The ac- 
cident by which the queen's enemics got them into their 
poſſeſſion, is related in Book V When the authenticity 
of any ancient paper is dubious or conteſted, it may be 
aſcertained either by external or internal evidence. Both 
thele have been produced in the preſent caſe. 
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T. External proofs of the genuineneſs of Mary's let- 
ters. 1. Murray, and the nobles who adhered to him, 
affirm upon their word and honour, that the letters 
were written with the queen's own hand, with which 
they were well acquainted. God. ii. 64,.92, 2. The 
letters were publicly produced in the parliament of Scot- 
land, December 1567; and were fo far conſidered as 
genuine, that they are mentioned in the act a;;ainft Ma- 
ry, as one chief argument of her guilt. Good. it. 66, 
67. 3. They were ſhewn privately to the duke of Nor- 
folk, the earl of Suſſex, and fir Ralph Sadler, Elizabeth's 
commiſſioners at York. In the account which they 
. of this matter to their miſtreſs, they ſeem to con- 

der the letters as genuine, and expreſs no ſuſpicion of 
any forgery; they particularly obſerve, “that the mat- 
ter contained in them is ſuch, that it could hardly be 
invented and deviſed by any other chan herſelf; for that 
they diſcourſe of ſome things, which were unknown to 
any other than to herſeli and Bothwell; and as it is 
hard to counterfeit ſo many, fo the matter of them, and 
the manner how theſe men came by them, is ſuch, as 
it ſeemeth that God, in whoſe ſight murder and blood- 
ſhed of the innocent is abominable, would not permit 
the ſame to be hid or concealed.” Good. ii. 142. They 
ſeem to have made ſuch an impreſſion on the duke of 

Norfolk, that in a ſubſequent letter to Pembroke, Lei- 
ceſter, and Cecil, he has theſe words: „If the matter 
ſhall be thought as deteſtable and manifeſt to you, as 
for ought we can perceive it ſcemeth here to us.“ 
Good i. 154. For, after the conferences at York and 
Weſtminſter were finiſhed, Elizabeth refolved to call to- 
— the earls who were then at court, and to lay be- 
ore them the whole proceedings againſt the Scottiſh 
queen, particularly that “ the letters and writings exhi- 
bited by the regent, as the queen of Scots” letters and 
writings, ſhould alſo he ſhewed, and conference [i. e. 

compariſon] thereof made in their fight, with the letters 

of the ſaid queen's, being extant, and heretotore writ- 
ten with her own hand, and fent to the queen's majeſty; 
whereby may be ſearched and examined what difference 
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is betwixt them.” Good. ii. 252. They aſſembled ac- 
cordingly, at Hampton Court, December 14 and 15, 
1568; and, “ The originals of the letters ſuppoſed to 
he written with the queen of Scots' own hand, were 
then alſo preſently produced and peruſed; and, being 
read, were duly conferred and compared, for the man- 
ner of writing, and faſhion of orthography, with ſundry 
other letters long fince heretofore written, and ſent b 

the ſaid queen of Scots to the queen's majeſty. In 62 | 


lation whereof no difference was found.” Good. ii. 


256. 7. Mary having written an apologetical letter for 
her conduct to the counteſs of Lennox, July 10, 1570*, 


* Mary's lettter has never been publiſhed, and ought 
to have a place here, where evidence on all ſides is fair- 
lv produced. * Madam, if the wrang and falſe reportis 
of rebellis, enemies weill knawin for traitouris to zow, 
and alace to muche truſted of me by your advice, had 
not ſo far ſturred you aganis my innocency, (and I muſt 
ſay againis all kyndneſs, that zou have not onelie as it 
were condempnit me wrangſullie, but fo hated me, as 
ſome wordis and opene deideis hes teſtifeit to all the 
warlde, a manyfeſt miſliking in you aganis zour aun 
blude), I wold not have omittit thus lang my dewtie in 
wryting to zou excuſing me of thoſe untrue reporties 
made of me. But hoping with Godis grace and tyme 
to have my innocency knawin to zow, as I truſt it is al- 
ready to the maiſt pairt of all indifferent perſonis, I 
thocht it beſt not to trouble zou for a tyme al that ſuch 
a matter is moved that tuichis us bayth, quhilk is the 
tranſporting zoure littil ſon and my onelię child in this 
countrey. To the quhilk albeit I be never fo willing. 
J wald he plaid to have zour advyſe therein, as in all o- 
ther thingis tuiching him. I have born him, and God 
knawis with quhat danger to him and me boith; and 
of zou he 1s deſcendit. So I meane not to ſorzet my 
dewtie to zow, in ſchewin herein any unkyndneſs to 
„ob, how unkindlie that ever ze have delt with me, 
Fot will love zow as my awnt, and reſped zow as my 
mader in law. And pit ye ples to knaw farther of wy 
gynd in that and all uther thingis betwixt us, my aus 
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ſhe tranſmitted it to her huſband then in Scotland; and 
he returned to the counteſs the following anſwer: 
« Seeing you have remittit to me, to anſwer the queen 
the king's mother's letters ſent to you, what can I ſay 
but that I do not maryell to ſee hir writ the beſt ſhe can 
for hirſelf, to ſeame to purge her of that, quhairof many 
beſyde me are certainly perfuadit of the contrary, and I 
not only aſſurit by my awin knawledge, but by her hand 
writ, the confeſſions of men gone to the death, and uther 
infalliþil experience. It wull be lang tyme that is hable 
to put a mattir ſo notorious in oblivioun, to mak black 
uhyte, or innocency to appear uhair the contrary is 
f weill knawin. The mai — rr [ truſt, doubtis 
not of the equite of zour and my cauſe, and of the juſt 
occaſioun of our myſliking. Hir right dewtie to zow 
and me, being the parties intereſt, were hir trew confeſ- 
fioun and <a na repentance of that lamentable fact, 
oddious for hir to be reportit, and forrowful for us to 
think of. God is juſt, and will not in the end be abuſ- 
ed; but as he has manifeſted the trewth, ſo will he pu- 
neiſe the iniquity.” Lennox's Orig. Regiſt. of Letters, In 
their public papers, the queen's enemies may be ſuſpect- 
td of advancing what would be moſt ſubſervient to their 
cauſe, nor what was agreeable to truth, or what flowed 
trom their own inward conviction. But in a private let- 
ter to his own wife, Lennox had no occaſion to diſſemble; 
and it is plain, that he not only thonght the queen guilty, 
but believed the authenticity of her letters to Bot — 
II. With regard to the internal proofs of the genuine- 
neſs of the queen's letters to Bothwell, we may ob- 
lerve, 1. That whenever a paper is forged with a par- 


baſſador the biſtop of Roſs ſall be ready to confer with 
206. And fo after my hairtlie commendationis, remit- 
ting me to my ſaide ambaſſador, and zour better conſi- 
Ceration, I commit zou to the protection of Almighty 
God, quhom I pray to preſerve zou and my brother 
Charles, and caus zou to knaw my pairt better nor ze 
do. From Chaitſworth this x of July 1570. 
To my Ladie Lonnox Your natural gude Nice 
my moder in law and loving docktes,'* 
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ticular intention, the eagerneſs of the forger to eſta- 
bliſh the point in view, his ſolicitude to cut off all the 
doubts and cavils, and to avoid any appearance of un- 
certainty, always ye him to uſe expreſſions the 
moſt explicit and full to his purpoſe. The paſſages 
foiſted into ancient authors by heretics in —— a= 


8 fiene the legendary miracles of the Romiſh ſaints; the 


uppoſititious deeds in their own favour produced by 
monaſteries; the falſe charters of homage mentioned, 
Vol. I. p. 10. are ſo many proofs of this aſſertion. No 


maxim ſeems to be more certain than this, that a for- 


er is often apt to prove too much, but ſeldom falls 
into the error of proving too little The point which 
the queen's enemies had to eſtabliſh was, that as the 
earl of Bothwell was chief executor of the horrible and 
unworthy murder perpetrated, &c. ſo was ſhe of the 
foreknowledge, council, deviſe, perſuader, and com- 
mander of the ſaid murder to be done“ Good. ii. 207. 
But of this there are only imperfect hints, obſcure in- 
timations, and dark expreſſions in the letters, which, 
however convincing evidence they might furniſh if 
found in real letters, bear no reſemblance to that glare 
and ſuperfluity of evidence which forgeries commonly 
contain. All the advocates for Mary's innocence in 
her own age, contend that there is nothing in the let- 
ters which can ſerve as a proof of her guilt. Leſly, 
Blackwood, Turner, &c. abound with paſlages to this 
purpoſe; nor are the ſentiments of thoſe in the preſent 
age different. “ Yet ſtill it might have been expected 
(ſays her. lateſt defender) that ſome one or other of the 
points or articles of the accuſation ſhould be made out 
clearly by the proof. But nothing of that is to be ſeen 
in the preſent caſe. There is nothing in the letters that 
could plainly ſhew the writer to have been in the fore- 
knowledge, council, or device of any murder, far leſs 
to have perſuaded or commanded it; and as little 1s 
there about maintaining or juſtifying any mucderers.” 
Good. i. 76. How ill-advited were Mary's adverſaries 


to contract ſo much guilt, and to practiſe ſo many ar- 


tifices, in order to forge letters, which are ſo ill contriv- 
ed for eſtabliſning the concluſion they had in view! 
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Had they been ſo baſe as to have recourſe to forgery, 
is it not natural to think that they would have produc- 
ed ſomething more explicit and deciſive? As it is al- 
moſt impoſſible to invent a long narration confiſting of 
many circumſtances and to connect it in ſuch a man- 
ner with real facts, that no mark of fraud ſhall appear. 
For this reaſon, ſkilful forgers avoid any long detail 
of circumſtances, eſpecially of foreign and ſuperfluous 
ones, well knowing that the more theſe are multiplied, 
the more are the chances of detection increaſed. Now 
Mary's letters, eſpecially the firſt, are filled with a mul- 
tiplicity of circumſtances, extremely natural in a real 
correſpondence, but altogether foreign to the purpoſe 
of the queen's enemies, and which it would have been 
perfect tolly to have inſerted, if they had been altoge- 
ther imaginary, and without foundation. 3. The 
truth and reality of ſeveral circumſtances in the letters, 
and theſe, too, of no very public nature, are confirmed 
by undoubted collateral evidence. Lett. 1. Good. ii. 
1. The queen is ſaid to have met one of Lennox's 
8 and to have had ſome converſation with 
im. Thomas Crawford, who was the perſon, ap- 
peared before Elizabeth's commiſſioners, and confirm- 
ed, upon oath, the truth of this circumſtance. He like- 
wiſe declared, that during the queen's ſtay at Glaſgow, 
the king repeated to him, every night, whatever had 
paſſed through the day, between her majeſty and him; 
and that the account given of theſe converſations in the 
firſt letter, is nearly the ſame with what the king com- 
municated to him. Good. ii. 245. According te the 
{ame letter there was much diſcourſe between the king 
and queen concerning Mynto, Hiegait, and Walcar. 
Good. ii. 8, 10, 11. What this might be, was altoge- 
ther unknown, until a letter of Mary's, preſerved in the 
Scottiſh college at Paris, and publiſhed, Keith, Pret. 
vii. diſcovered it to be an affair of fo much importance 
as merited all the attention ſhe paid to it at that time. 
It appears by a letter from the — ambaſſador, that 
Mary was ſubject to a violent pain in her ſide. Keith, 
ibid. This circumſtance is mentioned, Lett. 1. p. 30. 
in a manner ſo natural as can ſcarcely belong to any but 
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a genuine production. 4. If we ſhall flill think it pro- 
bable to ſuppoſe that ſo many real circumſtances were 
artfully introduced into the letters by the forgers, in or- 
der to give an air of authenticity to their production ; 
it will ſcarce be poſſible to hold the fame opinion 
concerning the following particular. Before the queen 
began her firſt letter to Bothwell, ſhe, as uſual among 
thoſe who write long letters concerning a variety of fub- 
jects, made vote, or memorandumt of the particulars ſne 
wiſhed ro remember; but as ſhe ſat up writing a great 
— of the night, and after her attendants were ho, 

er paper failed her, and ſhe continued her letter upon 
the ſame ſheet on which ſhe had formerly made her 
memorandums. This ſhe herſelf takes notice of, and 
makes an apology for it; “It is late; I defire never 
to ceaſe from writing unto you, yet now, after the kiſ- 
ſing of your hands, I will end my letter. Excuſe my 
evil writing, and read it twice over. Excuſe that thing 
that is ſcriblit, for I had na paper zeſterday, quhen [ 
wraite that of the memorial.” Good. ii. 28. Theſe 
memorandums {till appear in the middle of the letter; 
and what we have faid feems naturally to account for 
the manner how they might find their way into a real 
letter. It is ſcarce to be ſuppoſed, however, that any for- 
ger wauldthink ofplacing memorandums in the middleof 
a letter where at firſt ſight, they make ſo abſurd and fo 
unnatural an appearance. But if any ſhall ſtill carry 
their refinement ſo far as to ſuppoſe that the forgers 
were ſo artful as to throw in this circumſtance, in order 
to preſerve the appearance of genuineneſs, they muſt 
at leaſt allow that the queen's enemies, who employed 
theſe forgers, could not be ignorant of the defign and 
meaning of theſe ſhort notes and memorandums; but 
we find them miſtaking them ſo far as to imagine that 
they were the credit of the bearery i. e. points concerning 
which the queen had given him verbal inſtructions. 
Good. ii. 152. This they cannot poſſibly be; for the 
2 herſelf writes with ſo much exactneſs concerning 
the different points in the memorandums, that there 
was no need of giving any credit or inſtructions to the 
bearer concerning them. The memorandums are in- 
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deed the contents of the letter. 5. Mary mentioning her 
converſation with the king, about the affair of Mynto, 

iegait &c. ſays, 4 The morne, (i. e. to-morrow) I will 

eik to him upon that point; and then adds, “As to 
the reſt of Wille Hiegait's, he confeſſit it; but it was 
the morne (1. e. the morning) after my coming or he 
did it.“ Good. ii. 9. This addition, which could not 
have been made till after the converſation happened, 
ſeems either to have been inſerted by the queen into the 
body of the letter; or, perhaps, ſhe 4 written it on 
the margin, it was taken thence into the text. If we 
ſuppoſe the letter to be a real one, and written at dif- 
ferent times, as it plainly bears, this circumſtance ap- 
apears to be very natural; but no reaſon could have in- 
duced a forger to have ventured upon ſuch an anachro- 
niſm, for which there was no neceſſity. An addition 
perfectly ſimilar to this made to a genuine paper, may 
be found. Good. ii. 282. 

But, on the other hand, Mary herſelf, and the ad- 
vocates for her innocence, have contended, that theſe 
letters were forged by her enemies, on purpoſe to blaſt 
her reputation, and juſtify their own rebellion. It is 
not neceſſary to take notice of the arguments which 
were produced, in her own age, in ſupport of this opi- 
non; the obſervations which we have already made, 
contain a full reply to them. An author, who has in- 
quired into the 25 of that period with great indu- 
ſtry, and who has acquired much knowledge of them 
has publiſhed (as he aftirms) a demonſtration of the for- 
gery of Mary's letters. This demonſtration he founds 
upon evidence both internal and external. With re- 
gard to the former he obſerves, that the French copy 
of the queen's letters is plainly a tranſlation of Buchan- 
an's Latin copy; and by conſequence, the aſſertion of 
the queen's enemies, which Latin copy is only a tranſ- 
lation of the Scottiſh copy; that ſhe wrote them ori- 
ginally in French is altogether groundleſs, and the 
whole letters are groſs forgeries. He accounts for this 
ſtrange ſucceſſion of tranſlations, by ſuppoſing that 
when the forgery was projected, no perſon could be 
tound capable of writing originally in the French lan- 
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guage letters which would paſs for the queen's ; for 
that reaſon they were firſt compoſed in Scottiſh; but 
unluckily the French interpreter, it would ſeem, did 
not underſtand that language; and therefore Buchanan 
tranſlated them into Latin; and from this Latin they 
were rendered into French. Good. i. 79. 80. 

It is ſcarce neceſſary to obſerve, that no proof what- 
ever is produced of any of theſe ſuppoſitions. The 
manners of rhe Scots in that age, when almoſt every 
man of rank ſpent a part of his youth in France, and 
the intercourſe between the two nations was great, ren- 
der it altogether improbable that ſo many complicated 
operations ſhould be neceſſary in order to procure a few 
letters to be written in the * language. 

But without inſiſting farther on this, we may obſerve 
that all this author's premiſes may be granted, and yet 
his concluſion will not follow, kh he likewiſe prove 
that the French letters, as we now have them, are a 
true copy of thoſe which were produced by Murray and 
his party in the Scottiſh parliament, and at York and 
Weſtminſter. But this * has not attempted; and if 
we attend to the hiſtory of the letters, ſuch an attempt, Je 
it is obvious muſt have been unſucceſsful. The letters P! 
were firſt publiſhed at the end of Buchanan's Detection. . 
The firſt edition of this treatiſe was in Latin, in which t 
language three of the queen's letters were ſubjoined to 
it; this Latin edition was printed A. D. 1571. Soon 
after, a Scottiſh tranſlation of it was publiſhed, and at 
the end of it were printed, likewiſe in Scottiſh, the 
three letters which had formerly appeared in Latin, and 
five other letters in Scottiſh, which were not in the 
Latin edition. Next appeared a French tranſlation of 
the Detection, and of feven of the letters; this bears to 
have been printed at Edinburgh by Thomas Waltem, 
1572. The name of the place, as well as the printer, 15 
allowed by all parties to be a manifeſt impoſture. Our 
author, from oblerving the day of the month, from 
which the printing is ſaid to have been finiſhed, has al- 
ſerted that this edition was printed at London; but no 
ſtreſs can be laid upon a date found in a book, where 
every other circumſtance with regard to the printing 1 
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allowed to be falſe. Blackwood, who (next to Lefly) 
was the beſt informed of all Mary's advocates in that 
age, affirms, that the French edition of the Detection 
was publiſhed in France: „II [Buchanan] a depuis 
adjouſte a ceſte declamation un petit libelle du pre- 
tendu mariage du duc de Norfolk, et de la fagon de 
ſon proces, et la tout envoye aux freres a la Rochelle, 
leſquels voyants qu'il pouvoit fervir a la cauſe, Font 
traduit en Frangois, et iceluy fut imprimce a Edinbourg, 
c'eſt a dire a la Rochelle, par Thomas Waltem, nom 
apoſte et fait a plaiſir. Martyre de Marie. Jebb, ii. 
256.” The author of the Innvcence de Mariegoes farther, 
and names the French tranſlator of the Detection, 
« Et icelui premierement compoſe (comme il ſemble 
ar George — Eſcoſſoys, et depuis traduit en 
2 Frangoiſe par un Hugonot, Poiteven (advocat 
de vocation) Camuz, foi diſant gentilhomme, et un de 

lus remarquez ſediteuz de France. Jebb, i. 425, 443.“ 
The concurring teſtimony of two contemporary au- 
thors, whoſe reſidence in France afforded them ſuffici- 
ent means of information, mult outweigh a ſlight con- 
jecture. This French tranſlator does not pretend to 
publiſh the original French letters as written by the 
— herſelf; he expreſly declares that he tranflated 
them from the Latin. Good. i. 103. Had our author 
attended to all theſe circumſtances, he might have ſav- 
ed himſelf the labour of fo many criticiſins to prove 
that the preſent French copy of the letters is a tranſla- 
tion irom the Latin. "The French editor himfcif ac- 
knowledges it, and, fo far as 1 know, no perſon ever 
denied it. 

We may obſerve, that the French tranſlator was ſo 
ignorant, as to affirm that Mary had written theſe let- 
ters, partly in French, partly in Scottiſh. Good. i. 
103. Had this tranſlation been publiſhed at IJ ondon 
by Cecil, or had it been made by his direction, to groſs 
an error would not have been admitted into it. This 
error, however, was owing to an odd circumſtance, 
In the Scottiſh tranſlation of the Detection, there was 
prefixed to each letter two or three ſentences of the ori- 
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ginal French, which breaking off with an &c. the Scot- 
tiſh tranſlation of the whole followed. This method of 
printing tranſlations was not uncommon in that age. 
The French editor obſerving this, fooliſhly concluded 
that the letters had been written partly in French, part- 
ly in Scottiſh. 

If we carefully confider thoſe few French ſentences of 
each letter, which ſtill remain, and apply to them that 
ſpecies of criticiſm, by which our author has examined 
the whole, a clear proof will ariſe, that there wae a 
French copy not tranſlated from the Latin, but which 
was itſelf the original from which both the Latin and 
Scottiſh have been tranflated. This minute criticiſm 
muſt neceſſarily be diſagretable to many readers; but 
luckily a few ſentences ouly are to be examined, which 
will render it extremely ſhort. 

In the firit letter, the French ſentence prefixed to it 
ends with theſe words, y fa2i/oit bon. It is plain this ex- 
preſſion, veu ce que peut un corps ſans ceur, 15 by no means 
a tranſlation of cum plane perinde eſſem atque corpus fine corde. 
The whole ſentence has a ſpirit and clegance in the 
French, which neither the Latin nor Scottiſh have re- 
tained. TFuſ/ques ala dinee is not a tranſlation of tete pran- 
dii tempore; the Scottiſh tranſlation, gubile denner-time, ex- 
preſſes the ſenſe of the French more properly; for au- 
ciently gubile ſiguificd until as well as during. Je nay fas 
ten grand Propos is not juitly rendered uc uc canlultrim ſer- 
MONCM CN QULUQUAM 5 the phraſe ulcd in the French copy 
is one peculiar to that language, and gives a more pro- 
bable account of her behaviour than the other. Jegea:t 
bien qu'il n'y ſaiſoit bon, is not a tranſlation of ut qui judica» 
rent id nen &fje ex iſu. The French ſentence prefixed to 
lett. 2. ends with apprendre. It is evident that both the 
Latin and Scottith tranflations have omitted altogether 
theſe words, et toutefois je ne (1:43 a/prendre, The rench 
lemence prefixed to lett. 3. ends with preſenter. Faye 
e&2/l6 plus dard la haut is plainly no trauflation of diutius it- 
lic morata ſum ; the ſcuſe of the French is beiter expreſ- 
led by the Scottiſh I have wwellit later thairuþ. Again, 
Pur exciſer wtre affaire 1s very different from ad excuſun- 
dum nifira nrgviice The Are reinaluing letters never ap- 
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peared in Latin; nor is there any proof of their being 
ever tranſlated into that language. Four of thein, how- 
ever are publiſhed in French. This entirely overturns 
our author's hypotheſis concerning the neceſſity of a 
tranſlation into Latin. 

In the Scottiſh edition of the Detection the whole /on- 
net is printed in French as well as in Scottiſh. It is not 
poſſible to believe that this Scottiſh copy could be the 
original from which the French was tranſlated. The 
French conſiſts of verſes which have both meaſure and 
rhyme, and which, in many places, are far from being 
inelegant. The Scottiſh confiſts of an equal number of 
lines, but without meaſure or rhyme. Now no man 
could ever think of a thing fo abſurd and impracticable, 
as to require one to tranſlate a certain given number of 
lines in proſe, into an equal number of verſess where 
both meaſure and rhyme were to be obſerved. The 
Scottiſh, on the contrary, appears manifeſtly to be 
a tranſlation of the French; the phraſes, the idioms, 
and many of the words are French, and not Scottiſh, 
Beſides, the Scottiſh tranſlator has, in ſeveral inſtances, 
miſtaken the ſenſe of the French, and in many more 
expreſſes the ſenſe imperfectly. Had the ſonnet been 
torged, this could not have happened. The directors 
of the fravd would have underſtood their own work, I 
ſhall ſatisfy myſelf with one example, in which there is 
a proof of both my aſſertions, Stanza viii. . 


Pour luy j'attendz toute bonne fortune, 
Pour luy je veux garder ſantè et vie, 
Pour luy tout vertu de ſuivre jay envie. 


For him I attend all good fortune, 
For him Iwill conſerve helthe and lyfe, 
For him I deſire to enſue courage. 


Attend in the frft line is not a Scottiſh, but a French 
phraſe ; the two other lines do not expreſs the ſenſe of 
the French, and the laſt is abſolute nonſenſe. 

The eighth letter was never tranſlated into French. 
It contains much refined myſticiſm about d+vic-s, a folly 
of that age, of which Mary was very fond, as appears 
from ſeveral other circumſtances, particularly from a 
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letter concerning impreſas by Drummond of Hawthorn- 
den. If Mary's adverſaries forged her letters, they were 
certainly eraployed very idly when they produced this. 
From theſe obſervations it ſeems to be evident that 
there was a French copy of Mary's letters, of which 
the Latin and Scottiſh were only tranſlations. Nothing 
now remains of this copy but thoſe few ſentences, 
which are prefixed to the Scottiſh tranſlation. The 
French editor laid hold of thoſe ſentences, and tack- | 
ed his own tranſlation to them, which, fo far as it 
is his work, is a ſervile and a very wretched tranſ- f 
lation of Buchanan's Latin; whereas in thoſe introduc- 
tory ſentences, we have diſcovered ſtrong marks of their f 
being originals, and certain proofs that they are not t 
tranſlated from the Latin. | o 
It is apparent, too, from comparing the Latin and « 
Scottiſh tranſlations with theſe ſentences, that the Scot- a 
tiſh tranſlator has more perfectly attained the ſenſe and c 
ſpirit of the French than the Latin. And as it appears, 
that the letters were very early tranſlated mto Scottiſh, 
Good. ii. 76; it is probable that Buchanan made his 
tranſlation, not from the French, but from the Scottiſh 
copy. Were it neceſſary, ſeveral critical proofs of this 
might be produced. One that has been already men- 
tioned ſeems deciſive. Divtivs ilic morats ſum bears not 
the leaſt reſemblance to ay weille plus tard la haut; but 
if, inſtead of 7 waltit i. e. watched] laiter there as, we w 
{ſuppoſe that Buchanan read I woaitit, &c, this miſtake, 


ſhe arrived there on the 23d; left that place on the 27th; 
ſhe, together with the king, reached Linlithgow on the 


| into which he might fo eaſily have fallen, accounts for m 
| the error in his tranſlation. at 
1 Theſe criticiſms, however minute, — to be well I; 
0 founded. But whatever opinion may be formed con- he 
1 cerning them, the other arguments, with regard to the ec] 
[4 internal evdence, remain in full force. x the 
| The external proofs of the forgery of the queen's let- th: 
0 ters, Which our author has produced, is extremely ſpe- wr 
it cious, but are not more ſolid than that which we have T5 
I already examined. According to Murray's Diary, Mary wit 
0 ſet cut from Edinburgh to Glaſgow, January 21, 1567; lac 
j 
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28th, ſtaid in that town only one night, and returned 
to Edinburgh before the end of the month. But, ac- 
cording to our author, the queen did not leave Edin- 
burgh until Friday January 24th; as ſhe ſtaid a night 
at Callendar, ſhe could not reach Glaſgow ſooner than 
the evening of Saturday the 25th, and ſhe returned to 
Linlithgow on Tucſday the 28th. By conſequence, the 
firſt letter, which ſuppoſes the que*u to have been at 
leaſt four days in Glaſgow, as well as the ſecond letter, 
which bears date at Glaſgow, Soturdoy morning, whereas 
ſhe did not arrive there until the evening, muſt be for- 
geries. That the queen did not ſet out from Edinburgh 
ſooner than the 24th of January, is evident (as he con- 
tends) from the public records, which contain a Precept 
of a confirmation of a lif--rent by James Boyd to Margarct 
Chalmers, granted by the queen, on the 24th of Janu— 
ary at Edinburgh; and likewite a letter of the queen's 
dated at Edinburgh on the ſame day, appointing James 
Inglis taylor to the prince her fon, That the king and 
queen had returned to Linhithgow on the 28th, appears 
from a deed, m which they appoint Andrew Ferrier 
keeper of their palace there, dated at Linlthgow, Janu- 
ary 28th, Good. i. 118. 

This has been repreſented to be not only a convince» 
ing, but a legal proof of the forgery of the letters ſaid 
to be written by Mary; but how far it falls ſhort of this 
will appear from the following conſiderations : 

1. It is evident, from a declaration or confeſſion 
made by the biſhop of Rots, that before the conferences 
at York, which were opencd in the beginning of Oct. 
1568, Mary had, by an artiſice of Maitland's got into 
her hands a copy of thoſe letters which her ſubjects accuſ- 
ed her of having written to Bothwell, Brown's trial of 
the duke of Norfolk, 31, 26. It is highly probable 
that the biſhop of Roſs had ſcen the letters before he 
wrote the defence of queen Mary's honour in the year 
1570. They were publiſhed to all the world, together 
with Buchanan's Detection, A. D. 1571. Now, it they 
had comaincd au error F grois, ale, 24 that time, ſu 

#4 
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obvious to diſcover, as the ſuppoſing the queen to have fc 
aſſed ſeveral days at Glaſgow, while ſhe was really at fr 
dinburgh; had they contained a letter dated at Glaſ- ta 
gow, Saturday morning, though ſhe did not arrive 
there till the evening; is it poſſible that ſhe herſelf, who n: 
knew her own motions, or the able and zealous advo- fu 
cates who appeared for her in that age, ſhould not have ql 
publiſhed and expoſed this contradiction, and, by fo pr 
doing, have blaſted at once the credit of ſuch an impoſ- | ex 
ture? In diſquiſitions which are naturally abſtruſe and by 
intricate, the ingenuity of the lateſt author may diſcover |F pe 
many things which have eſcaped the attention, or baf- Þ th 
fled the ſagacity of thoſe who have formerly conſidered j 
the ſame ſubject. But when a matter of fact lay fo ob- 01 


vious to view, this circumſtance of its being unobſerved 
by the queen herſelf, or by any ot her adherents, is al- 
moſt a demonſtration that there is ſome miſtake or falla- 
cy in our author's arguments. So far are any, either of 
our hiſtorians, or of Mary's defenders, from calling cio 
in queſtion the common account concerning the time of 
the queen's ſetting out to Glaſgow, and her returning 
from it, that there is not the leaſt appearance of any MF nw 
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difference among them with regard to this point. But lad 

farther, An 

2. Thoſe papers in the public records, on which our cen 

author reſts the proof of his aflertion concerning the ſur 

queen's motions, are not the originals ſubſeribed by the thi; 

queen, but copies only, or tranſlations of copies of thole at ( 

originals. It is not necellary, nor would it be very = fron 

to render this intelligible to perſons unacquainted with nat. 

the forms of law in Fcotland; but every Scotiman con- q {cri 

verſant in buſineſs will underſtand me when I ſay that din 

the precept of confirmation of the lite-rent to Boyd is |F trul 

only a Latin copy or note of a precept, which was feal- age. 

bi ed with the privy-ſcal, on a warrant from the ſignet of- | Nat 
k ſice, proceeding on a ſignature which bore date at E- vas 
' dinburgh the 24th of January; and that the deed in . It 
i! favour ot James Inglis is the copy of a letter, ſcaled with | Roſ, 
bh the privy ſeal, proceeding on a fignature which bore the 


may argue with ſeme degree of reaicn, that a prooi 
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founded on papers which are ſo many removes diſtant 
trom the originals, cannot but be very lame and uncer- 
tain. ' 

3- At that time all public papers were iſſued in the 
name both of the king and queen; by law, the king's 
fubſcription was no leſs requiſite to any paper than the 
queen's ; and therefore unleſs the original ſignatures be 

roduced, in order to afcertazp the particular day when 
each of them ſigned, or to prove that it was ſigned only 

by one of them, the legal proof ariſing from theſe pa- 
pers would be, that both the king and queen ſigned 
them at Edinburgh on the 24th of January. 

4. The dates of the warrants or precepts ĩſſued by the 
ſovereign, in that age, ſeem to have been in a great mea- 
ſure arbitrary, and affixed at the pleaſure of the writer; 
and of conſequence, theſe dates were ſeldom accurate, 
are often falſe, and can never be relied upon. This a- 
buſe became ſo frequent, and was found to be lo perni- 
cious, that an act of parliament A. D. 1592, declared 
the fixing a falſe date to a ſignature to be high treaſon. 

5. There ſtill remain, in the public records, a great 
number of papers, which prove the neceſſity of this 
law, as well as the fallacy of our author's arguments. 
And though it be no eaſy matter, at the diſtance of two 
centuries, to prove any particular date to be falſe, yet 
ſurpriſing inſtances of this kind ſhall be produced. No- 
thing is more certain from hiſtory, than that the king was 
at Glaſgow, Jan. 24, 1567; and yet the record of ſignatures 
from 1565 to 1582, fol. 6, contains the copy of a ſig- 
nature to Archibald Edmonſton, ſaid to have been ſub- 
ſcribed by eur fovercions, i. e the king and queen, at E- 
dinhurgh, January 24, 1567; ſo that if we were to 
truſt implicitly upon the dates in the records of that 

age, or to hold our author's argument to be good, it 
would prove that not only the queen, but the king too, 
was at Edinburgh on the 24th of January. 

It appears from an original letter of the biſhop of 
Roſs, that on the 2cth of October 1566, Mary lay at 
tie point of death; Keith, App. 134; and yet a deed is- 
to be found in the public records, which bears that it 
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was ſigned by the queen that day. Privy ſeal, lib. 35. 
fol. 89. Oucbterlony. ä 
Bothwell ſeized the queen as ſhe returned from Stir- 
ling, April 24th, 1567, and (according to her own ac- 
count) conducted her to Dunbar with all diligence. 
And. 1. 95. But our author, relying on the dates of 
ſome papers which he found in the records, ſuppoſes 
that Bothwell allowed her to ſtop at Edinburgh, and to 
tranſact buſineſs there. Nothing can be more impro- 
bable than this ſuppoſition. We may therefore rank 
the date of the deed to Wright, Privy ſeal, lib. 36. fol. 
3. and which is mentioned by our author, vol. i. 124. 
among the inſtances of the falle dates of papers which 
were iſſued in the ordinary courſe of huſineſs in that age. 
Our author has miſtaken the date ef the other paper to 
Forbes, ibid. it is ſigned April 14th, not April 24th. 


If there be any point agreed upon in Mary's hiſtory, | 
it is that ſhe remained at Dunbar from the time that | 
Bothwell carried her thither, till Che returned to Edin- | 


burgh along with him in the beginning of May. Our 
author himſelf allows that ſhe reſided twelve days there, 
vol. i. 3679. Now though there arc deeds in the records 


which bear that they were ſigned by the queen at Dun- | 


bar during that time, yet there are others which bear 
that they were ſigned at Edinburgh; e. g. there is one 
at Edinburgh, April 27th, Privy ſeal, lib. 36. fol. 9). 
There axe others ſaid to be ſigned at Dunbar on that 


day. Lib. 31. Chart. No. 524, 520. Ib. lib. 32. 
No. 154, 157. There are ſome ſigned at Dunbar, Ap- F 


ril 28th. Others at Edinburgh, April 3oth, lib. a2. 


Chart. No 492. Others at Dunbar, May 1ſt Id. ibid. 
No. 158. Iheſe different charters ſuppoſe the queen 


to have made ſo many unknown, improbable, and in- 
conſiſtent journeys, that tbey afford the c)careſt demon- 
kration that the dates in thele records ought not to be 
depended on. ; 

This becomes more evident from the date of the 
charter ſaid to he ſigned April 27th, which happened 
that year to be a Sunday, which was not, at that tim, 
2 day of buſineſs in Scotland, as appears from ti. 
Þooks of ſcuerunt, then kept by the lords of icſiion, 
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From this ſnort review of our author's proof of the 
forgery of the letters to Bothwell, it is evident that his 
arguments are far from amounting to demonſtration. 

Another argument againſt the genuineneſs of theſe 
letters is founded on the ſtyle and compoſition, which 
are faid to be altogether unworthy of the queen, and 
unlike her real productions. It is plain, both from the 
great accuracy of compoſition in molt of Mary's letters, 
and even from her ſolicitude to write them in a fair 
hand, that ſhe valued herſelf on thoſe accompliſhments, 
and was deſirous of being eſteemed an elegant writer. 
But when ſhe wrote at any time in a hurry, then many 
marks of inaccuracy appear. A remarkable inſtance 
of this may be found in- a paper publiſhed, Good. it. 
301. Mary's letters to Bothwell were written in the 
utmoſt hurry; and yet under all the diſadvantages of a 
tranſlation, they are not deſtitute either of ſpirit or of 
energy. The manner in which ſhe expreſſes her love 
to Bothwell has been pronounced indecent and gven 
Mocking. But Mary's temper led her to warm ex- 
preſſions of her regard; thoſe refinements of delicacy 
which now appear in all the commerce between the 
ſexes, were in that age, but little known, even among 
perſons of the hi belt rank. Among the earl of Harde- 
wicke's papers, there is a ſeries of letters, from Mary to 
the duke of Norfolk, copied trom the Harleian library, 
p. 37. b. 9. fol. 88. in which Mary declares her love to 
that nobleman in language which would now be reck- 
_ extremely indelicate; Hard. State Papers, i. 189, 

e. 

Some of Mary's letters to Bothwell were written be- 
fore the murder of her huſband; fome of them after 
that event, and before her marriage to Bothwell. 
Thoſe which are prior to the death of her huſband a- 
bound with the fondeſt expreſſions of her love to Both- 
well, and excite ſomething more than a ſuſpicion that 
their familiarity had been extremely criminal. We find 
in them, too, ſome dark expreſſions which her enemies 
employed to prove that ſhe was no ſtranger to the 
ſchemes which were formed againſt her a. 6 life 
Of this kind are the following paſlages; “ Alace! I 
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nevir diſſavit ony body; Bot I remit me altogidder to 
zour will. Send me advertiſement quhat I fall do, and 
quhatſaever thing come thereof I fall obey so-. Ad- 
viſe to with zourſclf, gif ze can find out any mair ſecret 
inventioun by medicine, for he ſuld tak medicine and 
the bath at Craigmillar,” Good. ii. 22. See not hir 
quhais fenzeit teiris ſuld not be ſa meikle praisit and e- 
itemit, as the tre and faithful travellis quhilk I ſuſtene 
for to merit her place. For obtaining of the quhilk, 
aganis my m4 betrayis thame that may impeſche 
me. God forgive me”, &c. Ibid. 27. © I have walk- 
it later thairup, than I wad have done, gif it had not 
been to draw ſomething out of him, quhilk this 


berer will ſchaw zow, quhilk 1s the faireſt commodity | 


that can be offerit to excule zour affairs.” Ibid. 32. 


From the letters poſterior to the death of her huſband, | 
it is evident that the ſcheme, of Bothwell's ſeizing | 
Mary by force, and carrying her along with him, was | 
contrived in concert with herſelf, and with her appro- | 


bation * 


* That letters of ſo much importance as thoſe of Ma- | 
ry to Bothwell ſhould have been entirely loſt, appears | 
to many altogether unaccountable. After — pro- 


duced in England before Elizabeth's commiſſioners, 
they were delivered back by them to the earl of Mur- 
ray. Good. ii. 235. He ſeems to have kept them in 
his poſſe ſſion during life. After his death, they fell in- 


to the hands of Lennox his ſucceſſor, who reſtored | 


them to the earl of Morton. Good. ii. 91. a_ 
it be not neceflarily connected with any of the que 
ons which gave occaſion to this Diſſertation, it may 
perhaps ſatisfy the curioſity of ſome of my readers to in- 
torm them, that, after a very diligent ſearch, which 
has lately been made, no copy of Mary's letters to 
Bothwell can be found.in any of the public libraries in 
Great Britain. The only certain intelligence concern- 
ing them ſince the time of their being delivered to 
Morton, was communicated by the accurate Dr. Birch. 
Extract of the letters of Robert Bowes, eſq. ambaſ- 
ſador from queen Elizabeth to the king of Scotland, 
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to Having thus flated the proof on both ſides; having 
and examined at fo great a length the different ſyſtems 


ret I written to fir Francis Walſingham, ſecretary of ſtate, 

and from the original regiſter book of Mr. Bowes's letters 

hir from 15th of Auguſt 1582, to 28th of September 1583, 

le- in the poſſeſſion of Chriſtopher Hunter, M. D. of Dur- 
ham. 


ilk, 1582, 8th November, from Edinburgh. 
che Albeit I have been borne in hand, that the coffer 
alk - wherein were the originals of letters between the Scot- 
not tiſh queen and the earl of Bothwell, had been delivered 
this to ſundry hands, and thereby was at preſent wanting, 
dity ane unknown where it reſted, yet I have learned cer- 
32. tainly by the prior of Pluſcardyne's means, that both 
nd, I the coffer and alſo the writings are come, and now re- 
ing main with the earl of Gowrie, who, I perceive, will be 
was hardly intreated to make delivery to her majcſty ac- 
pro- cording to her majeſty's deſire. 
This time paſt I have expended in ſearching where 
the coffer and writings were, wherein, without the help 
Ma- I of the prior I ſhould have found great difficulty; now 
ears I will eſſay Gowrie, and of my ſuccels you ſhall be 
pro- ſhortly advertiſed. 
ers, 12th of November, 1532, from Edinburgh. 
lur- Becauſe I had both learned, that the caſket and let- 
1 in ters mentioned in my laſt, betore theſe were come to 
in- the poſſoſſion of the earl of Gowrie, and alſo found that 
"red no mean might prevail to win the fame out of his 
ugh bands without his own conſent and privity; in which 
hi. behalf I had employed fit inſtruments, that neverthe- 
may leſs profited nothing; therefore l attemptedto eſſay him- 
in- telt, letting him know that the ſaid caſket and letters 
hich I ſhould have been brought to her majeſty by the offer 
s to and good means of good triends, promiſing to have de- 
livered them to her ma ſeſty before they came into his 
hands and cuſtody, and knowing that he did bear the 


d to Mike affection, and was ready to pleaſure her majeſty 
irch. in all things, and chiefly in this that had been thus far 
baſe {E-ndered to her majeſty, and which thereby ſhould be 


well accepted, aud wit princely thanks and gratuity be 
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with regard to the facts in controverſy; it may be ex- 
pected that I ſhould now pronounce ſentence. In my 


requited to his comfort and contentment; I moved 
him that they might be a preſent to be ſent to her ma- 
jeſty from him, and that I might cauſe the faine to he 
conveyed to her majeſty, adding hereunto ſuch word; 
and arguments as might both ſtir up a hope of liberality, 
and alſo beſt effect the purpoſe. At the firſt he waz 
loth to agree that they were in his poſſeſſion ; but I let 
him plainly know that I was certainly informed that 
they were delivered to him by Sanders Jardin; where- 
upon he preſſed to know who did fo inform on me, in- 

uiring whether the ſons of the earl of Morton had 
— it or no. I did not otherwiſe in plain terms deny 
or anſwer thereunto, but that he might think that he 
had told me, as the prior is ready to avouch, and well 
pleaſed that. I hall give him to be the author thereof; 
after he had ſaid (though) all theſe letters were in his 
keeping (which he would neither grant nor deny) yet 
he might not deliver them to any perſon without the 
conſent and privities, as well of the king, that had in- 
tereſt therein, as alſo of the reſt of the noblemen enter- 
priſers of the action againſt the king's mother, and 
that would have them kept as an evidence to warrant 
and make good that action. And albeit I replied, that 
their action in that part touching the aſſignation of the 
crown to the king by his mother, had received ſuch e- 
ſtabliſhment, confirmation, and ſtrength, by acts of par- 


liament and other public authority and inſtruments as 


neither ſhould that caſe be ſuffered to come in debate 


or queſtion, nor ſuch {ſcrolls and papers ought to be 
ſhewed for the ſtrengthening thereof, ſo as theſe might F 


well be left and be rendered to the hands of her ma- 
jeſty, to whom they were deſtined before they fell in 
: bh keeping; yet he would not be removed or ſatisſied; 


concluding, after much reaſonings, that the earl of Mor- 
ton, nor any other that had the charge and keeping 
thereof, durſt at any time make delivery; and becauie 
it was the firſt time that I had moved him therein, an! 
that he would gladly both anſwer her majeſty a goue 
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opinion, there are only two concluſions, which can be 
drawn from the facts which have been enumerated. 
expectation in him, and allo perform his duty due to 
his ſovereign and aſſociates in the action aforeſaid; 
therefore he would ſeek out the ſaid caſket and letters, 
at his return to his houſe, which he thought ſhould be 
within a ſhort time, and upon finding of the ſame, and 
better advice and conſideration had of the cauſe, he 
would give further anſwer. This reſolution I have re- 
ceived as to the thing; and for the preſent I could not 
better, leaving him to give her majeſty ſuch teſtimony 
of his good will towards her, by his frank dealing here- 
in, as ſhe may have cauſe to confirm her highneſles 
good opinion conceived already of him, and be there- 
by drawn to greater goodneſs towards him, I ſhall 
{till labour him both by myſelf and alſo by all other 
means; but I greatly Gkruft the deſired ſucceſs herein. 
24th of November 1582, from Edinburgh. 
For the recovery of the letters in the coffer, come 
to the hands of the carl of Gowrie, I have lately moved 
him earneſtly therein, letting him know the purpole of 
the Scottiſh queen, both giving out that the letters are 
counterteited by ker rebels, and allo ſecking thereon to 
have them delivered to her or defaced, and that the 
means which ſhe will make in this behalf ſhall be fo 
great and eſſectual, as theſe writings cannot be ſafely 
kept in that realm without dangerous offence of him 
that hath the cuſtody thereof, neither ſhall he thar is 
once known to have them be ſuffered to hold them in 
his hands. Herewith I have at large opened the perils 
likely to fall to that ation. And the parties therein, 
and particularly to himſelf that is now openly known 
to have the — of theſe writings, and I have let- 
tin him ſee what ſurety it ſhall bring to the ſaid cauſe, 
and all the parties therein, and to Pimels, that theſe 
writings may be with ſecrecy and good order commit- 
ted to the keeping of her majeſty, that will have them 
ready whealvever any uſe ſhall be for them, and by her 
2 countenance defend them and the parties 
ol. III. ; | 


42 DISSERTATION ON 


One, that Bothwell, prompted by his ambition or 
love, encouraged by the queen's known averlion to her 


from ſuch wrongful objections as ſhall be laid againſt 
them, offering at length ro him, that if he be not fully 
ſatisfied herein, or doubt that the reſt of the aſſociates 
ſhall not like of the delivery of them to her majeſty in 
this good manner, and for the intereſt rehearſed, that I 
fhall readily, upon meeting and conference with them, 
procure their aſſent in this part (a matter more eaſy to 
offer than to perform); and laſtly, moving him that 
(for the money and benefit of the cauſe, and that her 
majeſty's good opinion towards himſelf may be firmly 
fettled and confirmed by his acceptable forwardneſs 
herein) he would, without needleſs ſcruple, frankly 
commit theſe writings to her majeſty's good cuſtody 
for the good ules reecived. After long debate he re- 
folved, and faid, that he would unfeignedly ſhew and 
do to her majelly all the pleaſure that he might with» 
out. oftence to the king his ſovereign, and prejudice to 
the aſſociates in the action, and therefore he would firſt 
make ſearch and view the ſaid letters, and herein take 
advice what he might do, and how far he might ſatis- 
fy and content her majeſty; promifing thereon to give 
more reſolute anſwer; and he concluded flatly, that at- 
ter he had found and ſeen the writmgs that he might 
not make delivery of them without the privity of the 
king. Albeit I ſtood long with him againſt his refolu- 
tion in this point, to acquaint the king with this 
matter before the letters were in the hands of her ma- 
jeſty, letting him fee that his doings there ſhould adinit 
great danger to the cauſe; yet I could not remove him 
from it. It may be that he meaneth to put over the 
matter from himſelf to the king, upon fight whereof ! 
ſhall travet effectually to obtain the king's conſent; 
that the letters may be committed to her majeſty's keep- 
ing thinking it more caly to prevail herrin with the king, 
in the preſent love and affection that he bearcth to her 
highneſs, than to win any thing at the hands of the al- 
fociates in the action, whercof ſome principal of them 
oM COILC and remain at the devotion of the king's mo- 
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huſband, and preſuming on her attachment to himſelf, 
ſtruck the blow without having concerted with her the 
manner or circumſtances of perpetrating that crime. 
That Mary, inſtead of teſtifying much indignation at 
the deed, or diſcovering any reſentment againſt Both- 
well, who was accuſed of having committed it, conti- 
nued to load him with marks of her regard, conducted 
his trial in ſuch a manner as rendered it impoſſible to 
diſcover his guilt, and ſoon after, in oppoſition to all 
the maxims of decency or of prudence, voluntarily a- 
greed to a marriage with him, which every conſidera- 
tion ſhould have induced her to deteſt. By this ver- 


ther; in this I ſhall ſtill call on Gowrie, to ſearch out 
the coffer, according to his promiſe; and as I ſhall find 
him minded to do therein, fo ſhall I do my beſt and 
whole endeavour to effect the luccels to ker majeſty's 
beſt contentment. 

2d December, 1537, from Edinburgh. 

Becauſe I ſa good opportunity offered to renew 
the matter to the earl of Gowrie for recovery of the let- 
ters in the coffer in his hands, therefore I put him in 
mind thereof; whereupon he told me, that the dyke of 
Lennox had fought earneſtly to have had thoſe letters, 
and that the king did know where they were, ſo 
as they could not * delivered to her majeſty without 
the king's privity and conſent, and he pretended to be 
ſtill willing to — her majeſty in the ſame, ſo far 
as he may with his duty to the king and to the reſt of 
the aſſociates in that action; but I greatly diſtruſt to 
effect this to her majeſty's pleaſure, wherein neverthe- 
leſs I ſhall do my ws endeavours. 

Whether James VI. who put the earl of Gowrie to 
death, A. D. 1584, and ſeized all his effects, took care 
to deſtroy his mother's letters, for whoſe honour he 
was at that time extremely zealous; whether they have 
periſhed by ſome unknown accident; or whether they 
may not ſtill remain unobſerved among the archives of 
ſome of our great families, it is impoſſible to deter- 
mine. | | 
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dict, Mary is not pronounced guilty of having contriy- 
ed the murder of her huſband, or even of having pre- 
viouſly given her conſent ro his death ; but ſhe 1s not 
acquitted of having diſcovered her approbation of the 
deed, by her behaviour towards him who was the au- 
thor of it. | 

The other concluſion is that which Murray and his 
adherents lahoured to eftabliſh, „That James, ſome- 
tymme earl of Bothwile, was the chiefe executor of the 
horribill and unworthy murder, perpetrat in the perſon 
of umquhile king Henry of gude memory, fader to 
our ſoveraine lord, and the queents lauchfull huſband ; 
ſa was ſhe of the foreknowledye, counfall, deviſe, per- 
ſwuader and command of the ſaid murder to be done.” 
Good. ii. 207. 

Which of theſe concluſions is moſt agreeable to the 
evidence that has been produced, I leave my readers to 


determine, 
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A MEMGRIAL of certain points meet for reſſoring the 
realm of SCOTLAND to the ancient. weale. 


(5th Auguſt 1569, Cotton. Lib. Cal. b. x. fol. 17. 
From a copy in ſecretary Cecil's hand.) 


MPRIMI1S, it is to he noted, that the beſt wordly fe- 

licity that Scotland can have, is either to continue in 
2 perpetual peace with the kingdom of England, or to 
be made one monarchy with — as they both 
— but one iſland, divided from the reſt of the 
world. 

If the firſt is ſought, that is, to be in perpetual peace 
with England, then muſt it neceſſarily be provided that 
Scotland be not ſo ſubject to the appointments of France 
as 1s preſently, which, being an ancient enemy to Eng- 
land, ſeeketh always to make Scotland an inſtrument, 
to exerciſe, thereby, their malice upon England, and to 
make a footſtool thereof to look over England as they 
may. 

Therefore, when Scotland ſhall come into the hands 
of a mere Scottiſh man in blood, then may there he 
hope of ſuch accord;- but as long as it is at the com- 
mandment of the Frerch, there is no hope to have ac- 
cord long betwixt theſe two realms. 

Therefore ſeeing it is at the French king's command- 
ment by reaſon of his wife, it is to he conſidered for 
the weale of Scotland, that until ſhe have children, and 
during her abſence out of the realm, the next. heirs to 
the crown, being the houſe of the Hamiltons, ſhould 
have regard hereto, and to fee that neither the crown 
he impoſed nor waſted; and, on the other ſide, the no- 
bility and commonaſty ought to force that the laws and 
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the old cuſtoms of the realm be not altered, neither that 
the _ be not impoveriſhed by taxes, empreſt, or 
new impoſts, after the manner of France; for proviſion 
wherein, both by the law of God and man, the French 
king and his wife may be moved to reform their miſgo- 
vernance of the land. 

And for this purpoſe it were good that the nobility 
and commons, joined with the next heir of the crown, 
to ſeek due reformation of fuch great abuſes as tend to 
the ruin of their country, which muſt be done before the 
French grow too ſtrong and inlolent. 

Firſt, That it may be provided, by conſent of the 
three eſtates of the land, that the land may be free from 
all idolatry like as England is; for juſtification whereof, 
if any free general council may be had where the pope 
of Rome have not the. ſeat of judgment, they may offer 
to ſhew their caule to be moſt agrecable to Chrilt's reli- 

ion. 
6 Next, — that Scotland might be governed, 
in all rules Hd offices, by the ancient blood of the realm, 
without either captains, lieutenants, or ſoldiers, as all 
other princes govern their countries, and eſpecially that 
the forts might be in the hands of mere Scottiſh men. 

Thirdly, That they might never be occaſioned to en- 
ter into wars againſt England, except England ſhould 

ve the firſt cauic to Scotland. 

Fourthly, That no nobleman of Scotland ſhould re- 
ceive peniion of France, except it were whilſt he did 
ſerve in France, for otherwiſe thereby the French would 
ſhortly corrupt many to betray their own country. 

Fitthly, 1 hat no office, abbey, living, or commodity, 
be given to any but mere Scottiſh men, by the aſſent of 
the three eſtates of the realm. 

Sixthly, That there be a council in Scotland appoint- 
ed in the queen's ablence to govern the whole realm, 
aud in thoie caſes not to be directed hy the French. 

Seventhly, That it be by the jaig three eſtates appoint- 
ed how the queen's revenue of the realm thall be expend- 
cd, how much the queen ſhall have for her portion and 
eſtate Curing her ableuce, how much ſhall be limited to 
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the governance and defence of the realm, how much 
yearly appointed to be kept in treaſure. 

In theſe, and ſuch like points, if the French king and 
the queen be found — and will withſtand theſe 
proviſions for the weale of the land, then hath the three 
eſtates of the realm authority, forthwith, to intimate to 
che ſaid king and queen their humble requeſts; and if 
the ſame be not effectually granted, then humbly they 
may commit the governance thereof to the next heir of 
the crown, binding the ſame alſo to obſerve the laws 
and ancient rights of the realm. 

Finally, If the queen ſhall be unwilling to this, as it 
is likely ſhe will, in reſpect of the greedy and tyrannous 
aſſection of France, then it is apparent that Almighty 
God is pleaſed to transfer from her the rule of the king- 
dom for the weale of it, and this time muſt be uſed with 
great circumſpection, to avoid the deceits and trompe- 
ries of the French. 

And then may the realm Ascotland conſider, bein 
once made free, what means may be deviſed by God's 
goodneſs, to accord the two realms, to endure for time 
to come at the pleaſure of Almighty God, in whole 
hands the hearts of all princes be, 


= II. (p- &, 
A letter of Maitland f Lethinglton's thus directed: 
To my loving friend James. Be this delivered at 
London. 
{20th Fan. 1559-00. Cott. Lib. Cal. l. ix. From 
the eriginal in bis exon hand. 

I Underſtand by the laſt letter I received from yow, 

that diſcourſing with zour countrymen upon the mat- 
ter of Scotland, and commoditeys may enſew to that 
realm hereafter, giff ze preſently aſſiſt ws with zour 
forces, ze find a nombre of the contrary adviſe, doubt- 
ing that we fall not at length be found truſty friends, 
nor mean to contynew in conſtant ametye, albeit we 
promiſe, but only tor avoyding the preſent danger make 
ou to ſerve our turne, and after being delivered, becum 
enemies as of before. For profe quhareof, they alledge 
things that have paſt betwixt ws heretofore, and a few 
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-preſumptiones tending to the ſam end, all grounded up- 
on miſtruſt; quhilks, at the firſt ſicht, have ſome ſhewe 
of appearance, gif men wey not the circumſtances of 
the matter; but gif they will confer the tyme paſt with 
the prefent, conſider the nature of this caus, and eſtate 
of our countrye, | doubt not but judgment fall be able 
to haniſh miſtruſt. And firſt, I wad wiſh ze ſhould ex- 
amvne the cauſes off the old inmitye betwixt the realms 
of England and Scotland, and quhat moved our anceſ- 
tors to enter into ligue with the Frenche; quhilks by 
our ſtoreys and regiſtres off antiquiteys appear to he 
theſe. The princes of England, ſome tyme, alledging 
a certain kynde of ſoveraintye over this realm; . 
tyme upon hye courage, or incited by incurſions off our 
bordourares, and ſemblable occaſions, mony tymes en. 
terpriſed the conqueſt of ws, and fa far furth preiſt it by 
force off armes, that we were dryven to great extremi- 
teys, by loſs of our princes, our noblemen, and a good 
part of our cuntrey, ſa that experience taught ws that 
our one ſtrength was ſcarſe ſufficient to withſtand the 
force of England. The Frenche zour auncient enemies, 
conſicering well how nature had ſa placed ws in a iſland 
with zow, that na nation was able ſa to annoye Eng- 
land as we, being enemyes, ſoucht to joine ws to theym 
in hgue, tending by that meane to detourne zour ar- 
myes from the invaſion of France, and occupy zow in 
the defence of zour country at hame, offering for that 
eſſect to beſtowe ſome chargers upon ws, and for com- 
paſſing off theyr purpos, choyſed a tyme to propone the 
matter, quhen the freſche memory of injuris lately re- 
ceaved at zour hands, was fa deeply prented on our 
hearts, that all our myndes were occupied how to be re- 
venged, and arme ourſelves with the powar of a forayne 
prince againſt zour enterpriſes thereafter. 

This was the beginning off our confederacy with 
France. At quhilk time, our cronicles maks mention, 
that ſome off the wyſeſt foreſaw the perril, and ſmall 
frute ſhould redound to us thereof at length: zit had af- 
fection fa blinded judgment, that the adviſe of the maiſt 
part overcame the beſt. The maiſt part of all quarrells 
þetwixt ws ſince that tyme, at leaſt quhen the provoca- 
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tion came on our ſide, hes ever fallen out by theyr pro- 
curement rather than any one caus off our ſelves: and 
quhenſae ver we brack the peace, it come partly by their 
intyſements, partly to eſchew the conqueſt intended by 
that realm. But now hes God's providence fa altered 
the caſe, zea changed it to the plat contrary, that now 
hes the Frenſche taken zour 1 — and we, off very 
jugement, becum deſyrous to have zou in theyr rome. 
Our eyes are opened, we eſpy how uncareful they have 
been of our weile at all times, how they made ws ever 
to ſerve theyr turne, drew us in maiſt dangerous weys 
for theyr commodite, and nevertheleſs wad not yck, 
oft tymes, againſt the natour of the ligue, to eontrak 
peace, leaving ws in weyr. We ſae that their ſupport, 
of late zeres, wes not grantit for any affeAtion they bare 
to ws, for pytie they had off our eſtate, for recompenſe 
of the lyke triendſhip ſcawin to theym in tyme off theyr 
afflictiones, but for ambition, and inſaciable cupiditie to 
reygne, and to mak Scotland an acceſſary to the crown 
of France. This was na friendly office, but mercenary, 
craving hyre farre exceeding the proportion of theyr 
deſerving; a hale realm for the defence of a part. We 
lee theym manifeſtly attempt the thing we ſuſpected off 
zow ; we feared ze ment the conqueſt of Scotland, and 
they are planely falled to that work; we hated zow for 
doubt we had ze ment evill towards ws, and fall we 
love thym, quhilks bearing the name off frends, go a- 
bout to bring ws in maiſt vile ſervitude? Gif by zour 
friendly ſupport at this tyme, ze fall declare that not 
only ſeek ze not the ruyne of our country, but will pre- 
ſerve the libertie thereof from conqueſt by ſtrangeares, 
lall not the occafion off all inimite with zow, and ligue 
with theym, be taken away? The cauſes being removed, 
how fall the effectes remane? The fear of conqueſt made 
us to hate zou and love theym, the cais changed, ow 
we ſee theym planely attempt conqueſt, and zou ſchaw 
us friendſhip, fall we not hate theym, and favour zow ? 
Gif we have ſchawne ſa great conſtance, continuing za 
mony zeares in amity with theym, off quhome we had 
la ſmall commodite, quhat ſall move us to breake with 


row, that off all nations may do ws greateſt pleaſour? 
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But ze will ſay, this matter may be reconcyled and 
then frends as off before. I think weill peace is the 
end of all weyr; but off this ze may be aſſured, we will 
never. ſa far truſt that reconciliation, that we will be 
content to forgo the ametye of England, nor do any 
thing may bring ws in ſuſpicion with zow. Gif we 
wold, at any tyme to — theym, break with zow, 
ſhould we not, beſydes the loſſe of eſtimation and diſcre- 
diting off ourſelfes, perpetually expone our common 
weill to a maiſt node danger, and becum a prey to 
theyr tyranny? Quhais aid could we implore, being deſ- 
titute of zour friendſhip, gif they off new wald attempt 
theyr formar enterpriſe? Quhat nation myght help ws 
giff they wald, or wald giff they might? And it is like 
eneuch, thay will not ſtick hereafter to tak theyr tyme 
off ws, quhen diſpleſour and grudge hes taken depe rute 
on baith ſydes, ſeeing ambition has ſa impyrit ower 
theyr reaſon, that before we hed ever done any thing 
myght offend theym, but by the contrary pleaſed them 
by right and wrang, they did not ſtick to attempte the 
| ſubverſion of our hale ſtate. I wald ze ſhould not e- 
ſteeme ws ſa barayne of judgement, that we cannot fore- 
ſee our awne perril; or ſa fooliſche, that we will not 
ſtudy by all gode means to entertayne that thing may 
be our ſafetye; quhilk conſiſtes in all the relaying of 
zour friendſhips, I pray zow conſider in like caſe, when 
in the days of zour princes off maiſt noble memory 
king Henry the VIII. and king Edward the VI. meanes 
were opened off amytye betwixt baith realms; was not 
at all tymes the difference of religion the onley ſtay 
they were not embraced? Did not the craft of our cler- 
gy and power of their adherents ſubvert the deviſes of 
the betrer ſort? But now has God off his mercy remov- 
ed that block furth off the way; now is not theyr prac- 
tice lyke to tak place any mare, when we are comme 
to a conformity of doctrine, and profes the ſame reli- 
gion with zow, quhilk I take to be the ſtrayteſt knot off 
amitye can be deviſed. Giff it may be alledged that 
ſome of our countrymen at ony tyme violated theyr 
fromis? Giff ze liff to way the circumſtances, ze fall 
and the promis is rather brought on by neceſſitie, attcr 


a great overthraw off our men, then comme off tree 
will, and tending ever to our great incommodite and 
decay off our haill ſtate, ar leiſt fa taken. But in this 
caſe, ſall the preſervation off our libertie be inſeparably 
joined with the keping off promeſle, and the violation 
off our fayth caſt ws in maiſt miſerable ſervitude. So 
that giff neyther the fear off God, reverence of man, 
religion, othe, promiſe, nor wardly honeſtye, was ſuffi- 
cient to bynd ws, yet fall the zeale of our native coun- 
trey, the maintenance off our own eſtate, the ſafety of 
our wyffes and childrene from flavery, compell ws to 
kepe promiſe. I am aſſured, it is trewly and ſincerely 
ment on our part to continew in perpetual ametye wit 
zow; it fall be uttered by our proceeding. Giff ze be 
as deſyrous of it as we ar, aſſurances may be devyſed, 
quharby all partyes will be out of doubte. There be 
gode means to do it, fit inſtruments for the purpos, 
tyme ſerves weill, the inhabitants of bayth rcalins wiſh 
it, God hes wrought in the people's hartes on both par- 
ties a certaine ſtill agreement upon it. Never did, at 
any tyme, ſo mony things concurre at ones to knyt it 
up; the diſpoſition of a * quhais harts are in Godis 
hands, may mak up the hale. I hope he quha hes be- 
gun his work, and mainteyned it quhile now, by the 
expectation of man, fall perfyte it.. 

pray zow, let not zour men dry ve time in conſulta- 
tion, quhether ze ſall ſupport ws or no, ſeying the mat - 
er ſpeaketh for itſelf, that ze mon take upon zow the 
defence of our caus, giff ze have any reſpect for zour 
awne weill. Their preparatives in France, and levying 
of men in Germany, (quheyroſf I am lately advertiſed), 
ar not altogidder ordeyned for ws; ze ar the mark 
they ſhote at; they ſeke our realme, but for ane entrey 
to zours. Giff they ſhould directly ſchaw hoſtilitie to 
zow, they knaw zo wald mak redy for theyme, there- 
tore they do, by indirect meanes, to blind zow, the 
thing they dare not as zit planely attempte. "They 
ſeme to invade us to th' end that having aflſembled 
theyre hayle forces ſa nere zour bordours, they may 
unlok it to attack zow ; It is ane of their ald fetches, 
making a ſchew to one place, to light on ane other, 
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Remember how covertly zour places about Boulougne 
were aſſaizeit, and carried away, ze being in peace as 
now. How the enterpriſe of Calais was fynely diſſem- 
bled, I think ze have not ſa fone forgotten. Beware of 
the third, prevent theyr policy by prudence Giff ze 
ſe not the ye diſpoſition preſently in theym, ze ſe na- 
thing. It is a groſſe ignorance to miſknaw, What all 
nations planely ſpeks off. Tak hede ze zay not here- 
after, „Had 1 wiſt;” ane uncomely ſentence to pro- 
cede off a wyſe man's mouth. That is onwares chanc- 
ed on to zow, quhilk zow commonly willed, that this 
countrey myght be divorced from the Frenſche, and is 
ſa comme to paſs as was maiſt expedient for zow. For 
riff by your intyſement we had taken the matter in 
ny ze myght have ſuſpected we would have been 
untrufty friends, and na langer continued ſtedfaſte, 
then perril had appeared. But now, quhen off our ſelf, 
we have conceyved the hatred, provoked by private 
injuries, and that theyr evil dealing with ws hes deſerv- 
ed our ininutye, let no man dobte but they fall fynde 
ws ennemyes in erneſt, that ia ungently hes demeyned 
our countrey, and at quhais hands we can look for na- 
thing but all extremitye, giff ever they may get the up- 
per 3 Let not this occaſion, fa happely offered, 
eſcape zow: giſſ ze do, —— the preſent opportu- 
nitie, and hoping to have ever gode luk comme fleaping 
upon zow, it is to be feared zour enemye waxe lo great, 
and fa firang, that afterwards quhen ze wald, ze fall 
not be able to put him down; and then, to zour ſmart, 
after the tyme ze will acknowledge zour error. Le 
have felt, by experience, quhat harme cometh of over- 
ſight, and rruſling to zour enemyes promeſſe. We of. 
fer zow the occation quheyrby your former loſſes may 
be repayred, quhilk giff ze let over ſlyde, ſuffering ws 
to be overrun, quha then, I pray zow, all ſtay the 
Frenſche, that they ſail not invade zow in zowr ow 
boundes, ſick it is their luſt to reygne, that they can 
neither be content with theyr fortune preſent, nor rcll 
and be ſatisfied whey they have gode luck, but will {til 
follow on, having in thyr awne brayne conceaved the 
image of fa great a conqueſt, quhat think ye ſall be the 
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end? Is ther any of ſa ſmall judgement, that he doth 
not forſee already, that theyr hail force fall then be 
bent againſt zow ? | 

It fall not be amis, to confider in quhat caſe the 
Frenſche be preſently. Theyr eſtate is not always fa 
calm at hame as every man thinketh. And trewly it 
wes not theyr great redines for weyr made theym to 
tak this mater on hand, at this tyme, but rather a vayne 
truſt in their awne policy, hinking to have found na 
reſiſtance, their opinion hes deceaved thevm, and that 
makes them now amaſed. The eſtates off the empire 
(a [ heare) has ſuted reſtitution off th* imperial towns 

etz, Toull, and Verdun, quhilk may grow to ſome 
beſynes; and all thing isnot a calme within theyr awne 
countrey, the leſs fit they be preſently for weyr, the 
mare opportune eſteme ye the time for zow. Giff the 
lyke occaſion were offered to the Frenſche againit zow, 
wey, how gladly would they embrace it? Are ze not 
eſchamed of zour fleuth, to ſpare theym that hes al- 
ready compaſſed zour deſtruction, gift theym were 
able? Conſider with zour ſelf quhilks is to he choyſed? 
To weyr againſt them out with zour realme or with- 
in? Giff quhill ze ſleape, we fall be overthrowne, then 
fall they not fayle to fute zow in zour awne countrey, 
and uſe s as a tote ſtole to overloke zow. But fome 
will fav, perhaps, they mean it not. It is folly to think 
they wald not giff they were able, quhen before hand 
they ſlick not to giff zour armes, and uſurpe the flyle of 
zour crown. Then quhat difference there is to camp 
within zowr awne boundsor without, it is manifeſt. Giff 
twa armyics ſhould. camp with in zowr country, but a 
moneth, alhiet ye receaved na other harme, zit ſhould 
zowr loſſe be greater, nor all the charge ze will nede to 
beſtow on our iupport will draw to, beſydes the diſnonour. 
Let not men, that eyther lack gode adviie, or ar not 
for particular reſpects weill affected to the caus, move 
zow to ſubſtract zour helping hand, by alleging things 
not apparent, for that they be poſſible, It is not, 1 
grant, unpoſſible that we may receave conditions of 
peace; but J fee little likelvhode that our ennemyes 
Vol. III. F 
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will offer ws ſik as will remove all miſtruſt, and giff we 
wald have accepted others, the matter had bene lang 
or now compounded. Let zow net be moved for that 
they terme ws rebelles, and diffames our juſt querye!! 
with the name of conſpiracy againſt our ſoverayne. It 
is hir hyenes right we manetayne. It is the liberty of 
hir realm we ſtudy to preſerve with the hazard of our 
lyves We are not (God knawcth) comme to this 

oynt for wantones. as men impatient of rewll, or wil- 
lin to ſchake off the zoke of government, but ar drawne 
to it by neceſſit ie, to avoyde the tyranny of ſtrangeares, 
ſeaking to defraud ws of lawful government. Giff we 
would ſuffer ſtrangeares to plant themſelffes peaceal!y 
in all the firenthes of our realme, fortify the ſeyporis, 
and maiſt important places, as ane entre to a plain con- 
queſt, now in the minoritte of our ſoverane, beying furt! 
of the realme, ſhould we not be thought oncareful of 
the common weill, betrayares of our native countrey, 
and evill ſubjects to hir majeſtic? Quhat other opinion, 
could ſche have off ws? Might ſhe not juſtly hereaficr 
call ws to accompt, as negligent miniſteres? Gift ftran- 
geares ſhould be thus ſuſſered to broke the chefe offices, 
beare the hail rewill, alter and pervert our lawes and li- 
berty at theyr plcaſour; myght not the people eft-em 
our noblemen unworthy the place of counſalours? W. 
mean na wyle to faberak our obedience from our ſover- 
ane, to defraud hir hyenes off her dew reverence, rents 
and revenues off hir crown. We ſcke nathing but that 
Scotland may remane, as of before, a fre realme, rewli: 
by hir hyeves and hir miniſters borne men of the ſam; 


and that the ſucceſſion of the crown may remane with 


the lawful blode. 


I wald not ze ſould not ſa lyttil eſteme the friendſhip Þ 


of Scotland, that ze juged it not worthy to bs embraced. 


It fall be na ſmall commodite for zow to he delivered of 


the anoyance of ſo neir a nyghtbour, quhais inimity: 
may raore trouble zow, then off any other nation albeit 
twils as puiſſant, not lyeng dry marche with zow. Be- 
ſydes that fe fall not nede to feare the invaſion off a 
»wince Jackying the commodite to invade zow by lan! 
on cut land. Conſider quhat ſuperfluous charge 200 
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flowe on the fortification and keeping of Barwick; quhilk 
ze may reduce ta a mean ſowme, having ws to frends. 
The realme of Ireland being of nature a gode and fertill 
countrey,. by reaſon off the continewall unquietnes and 
lak of policy, ze knaw to be rather a burthen unto zow 
then great advantage; and giff it were peaceable may be 
very commodious. For pacification quhayroff, it is not 
unknowne to zow quhat ſervice we are abill to do. Re- 
fule not theyr commoditeys, beſides mony ma quhen 
they are offred. Quhilks albeit I ſtudy to amplify and 
dilate, yet is na other countrey able to offer zou the lyke, 
and are the rather to be embraced, for that zour aun- 


eccſlors, by all means, maiſt erneſtly ſuted our amity, and 
yet it was not theyr hap to come by it. The matter hes 
J almaiſt carried me beyond the bondes of a lattre, quhar- 


* „F *. r 7 8 


1 


for I will leave to trouble zou after I have given you 


this note. IT wald wiſs that ze, and they that ar learned, 


ſould rede the twa former orations of Demoſthenes, cal- 
led Olynthyacz, and conſidere quhat counſall that wyſe 
oratour gave to the Athenians, his countrymen, in a lyke 
caſe; quhilk hes fo great affinite with this cauſe of ours, 
that every word thereof myght be applied to our pur- 
pos. There may ze learne of him quhat adviſe is to be 
tollowed, when zour nyghtbours hous is on fyre. Thus 
I bid zou heartily fareweill. From Saint Andrews, the 
z0th of January 1559. 
| No. III. (p. 176.) 

Rart of a letter from Tho. Runde!ph to Sir William Cecil, 

from the camp before Leith, 29th of April, 1560. 
(An original in the Paper-office 

WILL only, for this time, diſcharge myſelf of my pro- 
miſe to the earl of Huntly, who fo deſyreth to be re- 


4 commended to you, as one who, with all his heart, fa- 


me Arg 


voureth this cauſe, to the uttermoſt of his power. Halt 


he words that come out of his mouth were able to per- 
ſuade an unexperienced man to ſpeak farther in his he- 
half, than J dare be bold to write. I leave it to your 
honour to judge of him, as of a man not unknown to 
you, and will myſelf always meaſure my thoughts, as 
he ſhall deſerve to be ſpoken of. With much difficulty 
and great perſuaſion, he hath ſubſcribed with the reſt ot 
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the lords to join with them in this action; whatſome- 
ver he can invent to the furtherance of this cauſe, he 
hath promiſed to do with ſolemn proteſtation and ma- 
ny words; he truſteth to adjom many to this cauſe; and 
ſaith ſurely that no man ſhall lie where he taketh part, 
He hath rhis day ſubſcribed a bond between England 
and this nation; he ſaith, that there was never thing 


that liked him better. 


No. IV. (p. 186.) | 
Randolph to Cecil, Toth Augu/! 1560, From Edinburgh, 
(An original in the Paper-office.) 
GINCE the 29th of July, at what time I wrote laſt to 
your honour, I have heard of nothing worth the re- 
porting. At this preſent it may pleaſe you to know, 


that the moſt part of the nobles are here arrived, as your 
bonour ſhall receive their names in writing. The earl Þ 


of Huntly excuſeth himſelf by an infirmity in his leg, 
His lieutenant for this time is the lord of Lidington, 


choſen ſpeaker of the parliament, or harangue maker, F 
as theſe men term it. The firſt day of their ſitting in 


parliament will be on Thurſday next. Hitherto as ma- 


ny as have been preſent of the lords have communed F 
and deviſed of certain heads then to be propounded, as, 
who ſhall be ſent into France, who into England. It is] 


much eaficr to find them than the other. It ſeemeth 


almoſt to be reſolved upon that for England the maſter F 


of Maxwell, and laird of * For France Ptt- 
tarow and the juſtice clerk. Allo they have conſulted 
whom they think meeteſt to name for the XXIV. of the 
which the XII. counſellors muſt be choſen. They in. 


tend very ſhortly to ſend away Dingwal the herald into 


France, with the names of thoſe they ſhall chuſe, and 
alſo to require the king and queen's conſent unto this 
parliament. They have deviſed how to have the con- 
tract with England confirmed by authority of parlia- 
ment; how alſo to have the articles of the agreement 
between them and'their king and queen ratified. Theſe 
things yet have only been had in communication. For 
the confirmation of the contract with England I have 
no doubt; for that ] hear many men very much like th 
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ſame, as the earl of Athol, the earl of Sutherland, the 1. 
Glamis, who dined yeſterday with l. James. The lord 
James requeſted me this preſent day to bring the con- 
tract unto him. I intend, alſo, this day, to ſpeak unto 
the l. Gray, in our l. Gray's name, for hat he promiſed 
in my hearing to ſubicribe, and then preſently would 
have done it, if the contract could have been had. For 
the more aſſurance againſt all inconvenients, I would, 
beſides that, that I truſt it ſhall be ratified in parliament, 
that every nobleman in Scotland had put his hand and 
ſet his feal, which may always remain as a notable mo- 
nument, tho” the act of parliament be hereafter diſan - 
nulled. If it might, therefore, ſtand with your advice, 
that the lords might be written unto, now that they are 
here preſent, to that effect, or that I might receive from 
your hon. ſome earneſt charge to travel herein, I doubt 
not but it would ſerve to good purpoſe. If it might 

be alſo known with what ſubitantial and eſſectious words 
or charge you deſire to have it confirmed, I think no 
great difficulty would be made. The earl marihal has 

oſten been moved to ſubſcribe, he uſeth mo delays than 

men judged he would. His fon told me yeſterday, that 

he would ſpeak with me at leiſure, fo did allo Drum- 

lanrick; I know not to what purpoſe: I have cauted l. 

James to be the earneiter with the 1. marſhal, for his 

authority's ſake, when of late it was in conlultation by 

what means it might be wrought, that the amity be- 

tween theſe two realms might be perpetual; and among 
diverſe men's opinion, one faid that he knew of no o- 
ther, but by making them both one, and that in hope 
ol that mo things were donc, than would otherwiſe have 


x ever been granted; the earl of Argyll adviſed him ear- 


nejtly to ſtick unto that, that he had promuted, that it 
ſrould pals his power and all the craity knaves of his 
cHuntel (I am bold to uſe unto your h. his owa words), 
to break fo godly a purpoſe. This talk liked well the 
alifters, howlomever it pleaſed him to whom it was 
token unto. Tue barons, WIo in time paſt have been 
of the parliament, had yeſterday a convention among 
themictves in the church, in very honeſt and quiet ſort; 
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they thought it good to require to be reſtored unto their 
ancient liberty, to have voice in parliament. They pre- 
ſented that day a bill unto the lords to that effect, a co- 
py whereof ſhall be ſent as ſoon as it can be had. It 
was anſwered unto gently, and taken in good part. It 
was reterred unto the lords of the articles, when they 
are choſen to reſolve thereupon, Here follows a 
long paragraph concerning the forlifications of Dunbar, I, 
— his preſent morning, viz. the gth, I underſtood, 
that the lords intended to be at the parliament, which 
cauſed me ſomewhat to ſtay my letter, to fee what J 
could hear or learn worth the reporting unto your ho— 
nour. The lords at ten of the — aſſembled them- 
ſelves at the palace, where the duke lieth; from whence 
they departed towards the tolbooth, as they were in 
dignity. Each one being ſet in his ſcat, in ſuch order as 
your h. ſhall receive them in this ſcroll. The crown, 
the mace, the ſword, were laid in the queen's feat. Si- 
lence being commaniled, the J. of Lidington began his 
oration. le excuſed his inſufficiency to occupy that 
place. He made a brief diſcourſe of things paſl, and of 
what neceſſity men were forced unto for the defence of 
their country, what remedy and ſupport it pleated God 
to ſend them in the time of their neceiſity, how much 
he were bound heartily to acknowledge it, and to re- 
quite it. He took away the perſuaſion that was in ma- 
ny men's mind that lay back, that miſdeemed other 
things to be meant than was attempted. He adviſed 
all cilates to lay all particulars apart, and to bend them- 
ſelves wholly to the true ſervice of God and of their 
country. He willed them to remember in what ſtate it 
had been of long time for lack of government, and ex- 
erciſe of juſtice. In the end, he exhorted them to mutu- 
al amity and hearty friendſhip, and to live with one an. 
other as members all of one body.—He prayed God 
long to maintain this peace and amity with all princes, 
eſpecially betwixt the realms of England and Scotland, 
in the ſear of God, and ſo ende d. The clerk of regiſter 
immediately ſtoed up, and aſked them to what matter 
they would proceed? It was thought neceilary that the 
articles of the Peace ſhould be confirmed with the core 
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mon conſent, for that it was thought neceſſary to ſend 
them away with ſpeed into France, and to receive the 
ratifications of them as ſoon as might be. The articles 
being read, were immediately agreed unto: A day was 
appointed to have certain of the nobles ſubſcribe unto 
them, and to put their ſeals, to be ſent away by a herald, 
who ſhall alſo bring the ratification again with him. The 
barons, of whom I have above written, required an an- 
ſwer to their requeſt; ſomewhat was ſaid unto the contra- 
ry. The barons alledged for them cuſtom and authority, 
It was in the end reſolved, that there ſhould he choſen 
ſix to join with the lords of the articles, and that if they, 
after good adviſement, ſhould find it right and neceſſh 
ry for the commonwealth, it ſhould be ratified at this 

arliament for a perpetual law. The lords proceeded 
immediately hereupon, to the chuſing of the lords ot 
the articles. The order is, that the lords ſpiritual chute 
the temporal, and the temporal the ſpiritual, and the 
burgeſſes their own. There were choſen as in this o- 
ther paper I have written. This being done, the lords 
departed and accompanied the duke, all as far as the 
Bow, (which is the gate going out of the high ſtreet), 
and many down into the palace where he heth. Toe 
town all in armour, the trumpets ſounding, and other 
muſic ſuch as they have. Thus much I report unto 
your honour of that I did both hear and ſee. Other 
lolermnitics have not been uſed, ſaving in times long 
paſt the lords have had parliament robes, which are now 
with them wholly out of ule, 

The names of as many earls and lords ſpiritual and 
temporals as are aſſembled at this parliament. 

The duke of Chatelherault. 


- 


Earls Caithneſs. Livingſton. 
Arran, Rothes. Innermeth. 
Argyll, Monteith. Boyd. 
Athole, Lords. Ogilvy. 
Crawford. Erſkine, Fleming. 
Caſſils. Ruthven. Glamis. 
Marſhall. Lindſey. Gray. 
Morton. Somerville. Ochiltree. 


Glencairn. Cathcart, Gordon. 
Sutherland. Ilume 
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| | Lords Spiritual. 
St. Andrews. Dunkell. Athens. The biſhop of the 
Ifles. Abbots and Priors I know not how many 
The Lords of the Articles. 


Spiritual, Temporal. Barons elected to be of 
the Articles. 

Athens. The Duke, Maxwell. 

Iſles. Argyll. Tillibardin. 

Lord James. Marſhall. Cunninghamhead. 

Arbroath. Athole. Lochenvar. 

Newbottle. Morton. Pitarow. 

Lindoris. Glencairn. Lundy. 

Cowpar. Ruthven. Ten pipvoſts of the chief 

Kinroſs, Erſkine. towns, which alſo arc 

Kilwinning, Boyd. of the articles. 

Lindſay. 


So that with the Subprior of St. Andrews, the 
whole is thirty-ſix. 

It were too long for me to rehearſe particularly the 
diſpoſition, and chiefly the affections of theſe men, that 
are at this time choſen lords of the articles. May it ſa— 
tisfy vour how. for this time to know that, by the com- 
mon opinion of men, there was not a {ubſtantialler or 
more ſufficient number of all forts of men choten in 
Scotland theſe many years, nor of whom men hal 

greater hope of good to enſue. This preſent mori- 
ng, viz. tte roth, the l. of Lidington made me privy 
unto your letter; he intendeth, as much as may be, 
to follow your advice. Some hard points there are. 
He himſelf is determined not to go into France, Ile 
allegeth many reaſons, but ipeaketh leaſt of that, that 
moveth him moſt, which is the example of the lat, 
that went on a more grateful meſſage than he ſhall car- 
ry, and ſtood on other terms with their prizice than! 
doth, and yet your honour knoveti; what the Whats 
world judgeth. 
Zelition of the Leſſer. Barons te th. Parliament, 7 Ain, 1560, 
(Incloſed in Randolyhi's letter to Cecil, 
Teth Ang. 1:66, ) 

MY lords, unto your lorofhips, humbly means an 

ſhows, we the barons and trechelders of 1 
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realm, your brethren in Chriſt, That whereas the cauſ- 
es of true religion, and common well of this realm, are, 
in this preſent parliament, to be treated, ordered, and 
eſtabliſned, to the glory of God, and maintenance of 
the commonwealth; and we being the greateſt num- 
ber in proportion, where the ſaid cauſes concern, and 
has been, and yet are ready to bear the greateſt part of 
the charges thereuntill, as well in peace as in war, both 
with our bodies and with our goods; and ſeeing there 
is no place where we may do better ſervice now than 
in general councils and parliaments, in giving our beſt 
advice and reaſon, vote and councell tor the furthe- 
rance thereof, for the maintenance of virtue and 
puniſhment of vice, as uſe and cuſtom had been of 
old by ancient acts of parliament obſerved in this 
realm; and whereby we undeſtand that we ought to 
be heard to reaſon and vote in all cauſes concerning 
the commonwealth, as well in councils as in parlia- 
ments; otherwiſe we think that whatſomever ordi- 
nances and ſtatutes be made concerning us and our e- 
ſtate, we not being required and ſuffered to reaſon and 
vote at the making thereof, that the ſame ſhould not 
oblige us to ſtand thereto. Therefore it will pleaſe 
your lordſhips to take conſideration thereof, and of the 
charge born, and to be born by us, ſince we are willing 
to ſerve truly to the common well of this realm, after 
our eſtate, that ye will, in this preſent parliament, and 
all couſells, where the common well of this realm is to 
be treated, take our advice, counſell, and vote, fo that, 
without the ſame, your lordſhips would ſuffer — 

$ 


to be paſſed and concluded in 5 or counci 


aforeſaid; and that all acts of parliament made, in 


times paſt, concerning us for our place and eſtate, and 


in our favour, he at this preſent parliament confirmed, 
approved, and ratified; and act of parliament made there- 


upon. And your lordſhips anſwer humbly befeeches. 


Of the ſucceſs of this petition, the fulloxwing account is given by 
Randolph; Lett. to Cecil, 19 Aug. 1560. The matters 


concluded and paſt by common conſent on —_— 
| laſt, in ſuch ſolemn fort as the firſt day that they aſ- 
} lembled, are theſe; Firſt, that the barons according to 
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an old act of parliament, made in the time of James T, 
in the year of God 1427, ſhall have free voice in parlia- 
ment, this act paſſed without any contradiction. 


| No. V. (p. 194.) 

A letter of Thumas Randslfb, the Engliſh reſt lent, to the riglt 
worfipful fir William Cecil, Int. principal ſecretary to the 
queen's 1. 

(9 Aug. 1561. Cott. Lib. B 10. fo. 32.) 

J HAVE received your konour's letters of the firſt of 
this month, written at Oſyes in Eflex; and alſo a 

letter unto the lord James, from his kinſman St. Come 

out of France, in this they agree both that the queey of 

Scotland is nothing changed of ker purpoſe in home 

coming. I aſſure your honour that will be a ſtout ad- 

venture for a ſick craſed woman, that may be doubted 
as well what may happen unto ker upon the ſeas, as al- 
ſo how heartily ſhe may be received when ſhe cometh 
to land of a great number who are utterly perſuaded 
that ſhe intendeth their utter ruin, come when ſhe will 
the preparer.ce is very ſmall whkenſoever that ſhe arrive, 
ſcarcely any man can be perſuaded that ſhe has any 
ſuch thought in her head. I have ſhown your honour's 
letters unto the lord James, lord Morton, lord Liding- 
ton ; they wiſh, as your honour doth, that ſhe might be 
ſtayed yet for a ſpace, and if it were not for their obe- 
dience ſake, ſome of them care not tho' they never ſaw 
her face. They travel what they can to prevent the 
wicked devices of theſe miſchicvous purpoles of her 
miniſters, but I fear that that will always be found that 
ſilij hujus ſeculi, they do what they can to ſtand with 
the religion, and to maintain amity with their neigh- 
bours; they have alſo need to look unto themſelves, for 
their hazard is great, and that they fee there is no re- 
medy nor ſafety for themſclves, but to repoſe them- 
ſelves upon the queen's majeſty, our ſovereign's favour 
and ſupport. Friends abroad they have none, nor ma- 
ny in whom they may truſt at home. There are in 
mind ſhortly to try what they may be aſſured at of the 
gueen's majeſty, and what they may aſſuredly perform 
of that they intend to offer for their parties. "This the 
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queen of Scotland above all other things doubteth; 
this ſhe ſeeketh by all means to prevent; and hath cauſ- 
ed St. Come, in her name, earneſtly to write to charge 
him that no ſuch things be attempted before her com- 
ing home; for that it is ſaid, that they too already ar- 
rived here out of England for the purpoſe, what ſemb- 
lant ſomever the noblemen do make, that they are 
grieved with their queen's refuſal, that cometh far from 
their hearts. They intend to expoſtulate with me heres 
upon. I have my anſwer ready enough for them. If 
ſhe thruſt all Engliſhmen out of this country, I doubt 
not but there will be forme of her own that will bear us 
ſome kindneſs. Of me ſke ſhall be quit, fo foon as it 
pleaſeth the queen's n:ajeity my miſtreſs no longer to 
uſe my ſervice in this pace. By ſuch talk, as I have of 
late had with the lord James and lord of Lidington, I 
perceive that they are of mind that immediately of 
the next convention I ſhall repair towards you with 
ther determinations, and reſolutions, in all purpoſes, 
wherein your honour's advice is carneſtly required, 
and ſhorily looked for. Whatfomever I deſire my ſelf, 
know my will ought to he ſubject unto the queen my 
fovereign's pleaſure, but to content myſelf, would God 


| 1 were ſo happy as to ſerve her majeſty in as mean a 


Hate as ever poor gentleman did, to be quit of this 


place; not that I do in my heart wax weary of her ma- 


$ jelty's ſervice, but becauſe my time and years require 


eme place of more repoſe and quietne!3 than I find in 
this country. I doulit alſo my intufficience when other 
trou5ies in this country ariſe, or ought ſhall be required 


o nie to the advancement of her majeſty's ſervice, that 


'ooked for at my hands. As your 


ether my will is not able to compaſs, or my credit 
Iutfcient to work to that «fic, as perchance ſhall be 
onour hath been 
2 means of my continuance in this room, fol truſt that 
{ ſhall find that continual favour at your hands, that ſo 


bon as it ſhall ſtand with the the queen's majeſty's plea» 


ure, I raay give this place unto ſome far worthier than 
| mytelt, aud in the mean ſcaſon, have my courſe di- 


ct by your good advice how I may by my contri- 
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vance do ſome ſuch ſervice, as may be agreeable to her 
majeſty's will and pleaſure. 

Theſe few words, I am hold to write unto your ho- 
nour of myſelf. For the reſt, where that is wiſhed that 
the lords will ſtoutly continue yet for one month, I al. 
ſure your honour that there is yet nothing omitted ot 
their old and accuſtomed manner of doing, and ſeeing 
that they have brought that unto this point, and ſhould 
now prevail, they were unworthy of their lives. 

I find not that they are purpoſed ſo to leave the mat. 
ter, I doubt more her money than I do her fair words; 
and yet can I not conceive what great things can he 
wrought with forty thouſand crowns, and treaſure of her 
own here I know there is no ſure or ready means to get 
it. The lord of Lidington leaveth nothing at this time 
unwritten, that he thinketh may be able to ſatisfy your 
deſtre, in knowledge of the preſent ſtate of things here, 
Whatſomever cometh of this, he findeth it ever beſt, 
that ſhe come not; but if ſhe do come; to let her know, 
at the firſt, what ſhe ſhall find, which is due obedience, 
and willing ſervice, if ſhe embrace Chriſt, and deſire to 
live in peace with her neighbours. By ſuch letters as 
you have laſt received, your honour ſomewhat under- 
ſtandeth of Mr. Knox himſelf, and alſo of others, what 
is determined, he himſelf to abide the uttermoſt, and o- 
ther never to leave him until God hath taken his lite, 
and thus together with what comfort ſomever it wil 
pleaſe you to give him by your letters, that the queen's 
majeſty doth not utterly condemn him, or at the leall 
in that point, that he is ſo fore charged with by his 
own queen, that her majeſty will not allow her doing, 
F doubt not but it will be a great comfort unto him, 
and will content many others; his daily prayer is for 
the maintenance of unity with England, and that God 
will never ſuffer men to be ſo ungrate, as by any per- 
ſnaſhon to run headlong unto the deſtruction of them, 
that have ſaved their lives, and reſtored their country 
to liberty. I leave farther, at this time, to trouble 
vour honour, deſiring God to fend ſich an amity be- 
1ween theſe two realms that God may be ;!orified :0 
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them of this world, At Edinburgh the gth of Auguſt, 
1561. 


No. VI. (p- 202.) 
letter of Qucen Elizabeth to Pucen Mary *, 
(16 of Aug. 1561, Paper-office, from a copy.) 

To the right excellent, right high and mighty princeſſe, 
our right dear well- beloved fiſter and couſin the 
queen of Scotland. 

R GT excellent, right high, and mighty princeſſe, 

our right dear and right well-heloved ſiſter and 
couſin, we greet you well. The lord of St. Coſme 
brought to us your letters, dated the 8th of this preſent 
at Abbevile, whereby ye ſignify, that although by the 
anſwer brought to you by Monſieur Doyzell, ye might 
have had occaſion to have entered into ſome doubt of 
our amity, yet after certain purpoſes paſſed betwixt you 
and our ambaſſador, you would aſſure us of your good 
meaning to live with us in amity, and for your purpoſe 
therein ye require us to give credit to the ſaid St, 

Coſme. Wh hone thercunto thought good to anſwer 

as followeth: The ſane St. Coſme, hath made like de- 

claration unto us on your part, for your excuſe in not 
ratitying the treaty, as yourſelf made toour ambaſſador, 
and we have briefly anſwered to every the ſame points 
as he can ſhew you: and if he ſhall not ſo do, yet leaſt 
in the mean ſeaſon you might be induced to think that 
your reaſons has ſatisfied us, ſomerally we aſſure you, 
that to our requeſts your anſwer cannot be reputed for 
a ſatisfaction. For we require no benefit of you, but 
that you will perform your promiſe whereunto you 
are bound by your fea} and your hand, for the refuſal 
whereof we ſee no reaſon alledged can ſerve. Neither 
covet we any thing, but that which is in your own pow- 
er as queen of Scotland, that which yourſelf in words 


This is the complete paper of which that induſtri- 
ous and impartial collector, biſhop Keith, has publiſhed 
a fragment, from what he calls his ſhattered MS, 154g 
note (a) 181. | 
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and ſpeech doth confefs, that which your late u- 
band's our good brother's ambaſſadors and you conclu1- 
ed, that which your own nobility and people were made 
privy unto, that which indeed made prace and quiet- 
neſs betwixt us, yea that without which no perfect a. 
mity can continue hetwixt us, as if it be indifferent!y 
weighed, we doubt not but ye will perceive, allow, 
and accompliſh. Nevertheleſs perceiving by the repor: 
of the bringer, that you mean furthwith upon your coin. 
ing home, to follow herein the advice of your counci! 
in Scotland, we are content to ſuſpend our conceipt of 
all unkindneſs, and do aſſure you that we be fully re- 
ſolved upon this being performed, to unite a ſure band 
of amity, and to live in neighhourhood with you as 
quietly, friendly, yea as aſſuredly in the knot of friend- 
ſhip, as we be in the knot of nature and blood. Ant 
herein we be ſo earneſtly determined, that the world 
ſhould fee if the contrary ſhould follow, (which God 


| forbid), the very occaſion to be in you and not in us; 


as the ſtory witneſleth the like of the king your father, 
our uncle, with whom our father ſought to have knit 
a perpetual bond by inviting to come in this realm to 
York, of which matter we know there remain with us, 
and we think with you, ſundry witneſſes of our father's 
earneſt good meaning, and of the error whereunto di- 
vers evil councillors induced your father; or finally 
where it ſeemeth that report had been made unto you, 
that we had ſent our admiral to the ſeas with our navy 
to impeche your paſlage, both your ſervants do well un- 
derſtand how falle that is, knowing for a truth that we 
have not any more than two or three {mall barks upon 
the ſeas, to apprehend certain pirates, being thereto en- 
treated, and almoſt compelled, by the earneſt complaint 
of the ambaſſador of our good brother the king of 
Spain, made of certain Scottiſhmen haunting our ſeas 
as pirates, under pretence of letters of marque, of whi: i 
matter alſo we earneſlly require you, at your coming to 
our realm, to have ſome good contideration, and the 


rather for reſpect that ought to be betwixt your ream 


and the countries of us, of France, of Spain, and of the 
honſe of Burgundy. And ſe, right cxcellont, rg“ 
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high and mighty princeſs, we recommend us to you 
with moſt earneſtrequeſt, not to neglect theſe our friend- 


ly and ſiſterly offers of friendſhip, which, before God, 


we mean and intend to accompliſh. Given under our 
ſignet, Heyningham the 16th of Augult, in the third 
year of our reign. 


No. VII. (p. 228.) 
A letter of Randolph to the right honourable Sir William Cecil, 
knight, principal ſecretary ts the queen's mayefly. 
(15th of May, 1563. Paper-office, from the original.) 


0*⁵ late, until the arrival of monſicur Le Croc, I had 


nothing worth the writing unto your honour.— 
Before his coming we had fo little to think upon that 
we did nothing but paſs our tune in banqueting, maſk- 
mg, and running at the ring, and ſuch like. He brought 
with him ſuch a number of letters, and ſuch abundance 


| of news, that for the ſpace of three days, we gave our- 
| ſelves to nothing elſe but to reading of writings, and 
| hearing of tales, many ſo truly reported, that they 


might be compared to my that ever Luciane, did write 
de viris narrationibus. Among all his tidings, for the 
moſt aſſured, I ſend this unto your honour as an un- 


| doubted truth, which is, that the cardinal of Lorraine, 


at his being with the emperor, moved a marriage be- 
tween his youngeſt ſon, the duke of Aſtruche, and this 
queen; wherein he hath ſo far travelled, that it hath al- 
ready come unto this poiut, that if ſhe find it good, 


the ſaid duke will out of hand ſend hither his ambaſſa- 


dor, and farther proceed to the conſumation hereof, 
with as convenient {peed as may be; and to the intent 
her mind may be the better known, Le Croc is ſent un- 
to her with this meſſage from the cardinal, who hath 
promiſed unto the emperor, to kave word again before 
the end of May; and for this cauſe Le Croc is ready 
for his departure, and his letters writing both day and 
night. "This queen being betore advertiſed of his to- 
wardneſs, by many means hath fought far off, to know 
my lord of Murray's mind hercin, but would never ſo 
plainly deal with him, _ he could learn what her 

+ 2 | 
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meaning is, or how ſhe is bent. She uſeth no man's 
council, but only this man's that laſt arrived, and aſſur- 
edly until the I, of Lidington's return, ſhe will do what 
ſhe can to keep that ſecret; and becauſe reſolution in 
his abſence cannot be taken, the will, for this time, re- 
turn Le Croc with requeſt, to have longer time to de- 
vize; and after, with the moſt ſpeed ſhe can, ſhe fully 
purpoſcth to advertize him, I mean, her uncle the car- 
dinal, of her mind. Of this matter the l. of Liddington 
is made privy. I know not whether by ſome intelli- 
gence that he had before his departure, or ſince his ar. 
rival in France, divers letters have paſſed between her 
grace and him, whereof as much as it imported not 
greatly the knowledge of, was communicated to ſome, 
as much as was written in ſypher is kept unto thern- 
lelves. Whether alſo the l. of Lidington hath bad 
conference with the Spaniſh ambaſſador in England of 
this matter, or any like, I leave it unto your honour's 
good means to get true knowledge thereof; Cuelſes or 
turmizes in ſo grave matters, I would be loath to write 
for veritices. 'ihis alſo your honour may take for truth, 
that the emperor hath offered with his fon, for this 
queen's dower, the county of Tyroll, which is ſaid to 
be worth 30, oco franks by year. Of this matter alſo 
the rhingrave wrote a letter unto this queen, out of 
France not long fince. This is all that preſently I can 
write unto your honour hereof; as I can come by tar- 
ther knowledge, your honour ſhall he informed. 

I have received your honour's writings by the Scot- 
tiſh man that laſt came into theſe parts; he brought al- 
ſo letters unto this qucen from the 1. of Lidington; their 
date was old, and contained only the news of France. 
I perceive divers ways, that Newhaven is ſorre cloſed, 
but ] am not fo ignorant of their nature, but that I know 
they will fay as much as they dare do, I will not fay as 
the proverb doth, © canis timidus fortius latrat.“ From 
hence I do aſſure them, what means ſomever they make, 
or how pititul ſomever their mone be, they are like to 
receive but ſmall comfort ſor all their long allie. We 
ſtand daily in doubt what friendſhip we ſhall need our- 
ſelf, except we put better order unto our miſruled papitts, 
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than yet we do, or know how to bring to paſs that we 
may be void of their comber. 
To morrow, the 15th of this inſtant, the queen de- 
arteth of this town, towards Edenburgh. If my hap 
1 good, you ſhall thoroughly hear ſome merry tidings 
of the Bp. of St. Andrews; upon Wedneſday next he 
ſhall be arraigned, and five other prieſts, for their maſ- 
ſing at Eaſter laſt. Thus moſt humbly I take my leave; 
at St. Andrews the 15th of May, 1563. | 


No. VIII. (p. 235.) 
Letter of Randelpb to the right honourable Sir William Cecil, 
knight, principal ſecretary to the queen's majeſty, 
(1oth of April 1563. Paper-office, from the origi- 
nal in his own hand.) 
M= it pleaſe your honour, the 4th of this inſtant, 
Rowlet, this queen's ſecretary, arrived here; he 
reporteth very honeſtly of his nod uſage; he brought 


with him many letters unto the queen that came out of 


France, full of lamentation and forrow. She received 
from the queen mother two letters, the one contained 
only the rehearſal of her griefs, the other ſignify the 


| ſtate of France as then it was, as in what ſort t ings 


were accorded, and what farther was intended for the 


| appeaſing of the diſcords there, not eee but that 
it reaſon could not be had at the queen of 


ngland's 
hands, but that the realm of France ſhould find her rea- 


dy and willing to ſupport and defend the right thereof, 


as by friendſhip and old alliance between the two realins 
ſhe 15 bound. 

How well theſe words do agree with her doings yonr 
honour can well conſider, and by her writings in this 
ſort unto this queen (which J aſſure your honour is true), 
you may aſſuredly know that nothing ſhall be left un- 
done of her part, that may move debate or controver- 


fie between this queen and our ſovereign. 


It was much muſed by the queen herſelf, how this 


new kindneſs came about, that at this time ſhe received 


two long letters written all with her own hand, ſay ing, 
all the time ſince her return fhe never received half o 
G 3 
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many lines as were in one of the letters, which I can 
myſelf teſtify by the queen's own ſaying, and other good 
aſſurance, where hitherto I have not been deceived. I 
can alſo farther aſſure your konour, that this queen hath 
ſaycd that ſhe knoweth now, that the friendſlup of the 
queen's majeſty my ſovercign may ſtand her more in 
ſtead, than that of her good mother in France, an as 
ſhe is defirous of them both, ſo will ſhe not loſe the one 
for the other, I may alio farther aſſure your honour, 
that whatſomever the occaſion is, this queen hath ſome- 
what in her heart that will burſt out m time, which will 
manifeſt that ſome unkindneſs hath paſſed between 
them, that will not be eaſy forgotten. Jn talk ſometimes 
with myſelf, ſhe ſaith that the queen mother might have 
uſcd the matter otherwiſe than ſhe hath done, and doth 
much doubt what ſhall be the ſucceſs of her great defire 
to govern alone, in all things to have her will. Seeing 
then that preſently they ſtand in ſuch terms one with 
the other, I thought it better to confirm her in that 
mind (this queen I mean), than to ſpeak any word that 
might cauſe her to conceive better of the other. And 
yet I am aſſured ſhe ſhall receive as friendly letters, and 
as many good words from this queen, as the other did 
write unto her. Whether the queen mother will ſpeak 
any thing unto the l. of Lidington of that purpoſe ſhe 
did write unto this queen of, I know not; but it ſhe do, 
I think it hard if your honour can get no favour there- 
of, at his return, or I perchance by ſome means here. 
It may perchance be written only by that queen, to try 
what anſwer this queen will give, or underſtand what 
mind ſhe beareth unto this queen's majeſty our ſovereign. 
This queen knoweth now that the earl Bothwell is ſent 
for to London. She cauſed a gentleman of hers to en- 
quire the cauſe; I anſwered that I knew none other, 
but that his takers were in controverly who took him, 
and that it ſhould be judged there. I know that ſhe 
thinketh much that he is not ſent into Scotland. It is 
yet greatly doubted that if he were here, he would be 
reſerved for an evil inſtrument. If the lord of Liding- 
ton have not been plain with your honour herein, he 1s 
in the wrong to thoſe who are his tricuds here, but molt 
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of all to himſelf. There comes a vulture in this realm, 
if ever that man come again into credit. 


No. IX. (p. 241.) 

The oration made by William Maitland of Lethington, younger 
ſecretary for the time, in the parliament bolden by our ſo- 
wvereign the king's mother, queen of this realm for the time, 
the time of the reſlitution of umquile Matibe o earl of Len- 
Ax. . 

M* lords, and others here convened, Albeit, be that 

it has pleaſed her majeſty moſt graciouſly to utter 
to you, by her own mouth, ye may have ſuſſiciently con- 
ceived the cauſe of this your preſent aſſembly, yet hav- 
ing her majeſty's commandment to ſupply my lord 

chancellor's place, being preſently as ye 2 deceaſed, I 

am willed to expreſs the ſame ſomewhat more at large. 
Notour it is, how in her highneſs's minority, a pro- 

cels of forſaulture was decreed againſt my lord of gin 

nox, for certain oſſcnces alledged committed by him; 
ſpecified in the dome and cenſement of parliament giv- 
en thereupon; by reajon whereof he has this long time 
been exiled, and ablent forth of his native country; how 
grievous the ſame has been unto him, it has well appear- 
ed by divers his ſuites, ſundry ways brought unto her 
majeſty's knowledge, not only containing moſt humble 
aud due ſubmiſſion, but always bearing witneſs of his 
good devotion to her majefly, his natural princeſs, and 
earneſt affection he had to her highneſs moſt humble 
lervice, if it ſhould pleaſe her majeſty of her clemeucy 
to make him able to enjoy the beuc fit of a ſubject; many 
reſpects might have moved her liighnels favourably to 
incline to his requeſt, as the ancicacy of his houſe, and 
the ſirname he bears, the honour he has to appertain to 

ker majeſty by affinity, by reaſon of my lady Margaret, 

her highnets's aunt, and divers other his good conſidera- 
tions, as allo the aiſle uous requeſt of her good ſiſter the 
queen's majeſty of England, whole earuril commenda— 
tum was not of leait moment, befides that of her own 
natural, her majeſty has a certain inclination to pity the 
decay of noble houtcs, and as we licard, by her own re- 
bort, has a great deal more pleaſiicy to he che inft uwment 
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of the uphold, maintenance, and advancement of the 
ancient blood, than to have matter miniſtered of the de- 
cay or overthrow of any good race, Upon this occa- 
ſion, her majeſty the more tenderly looked upon his re- 
queſt, and her good ſiſter the queen of England's favour- 
able letter, written for recommendation of his cauſe, in 
conſideration whereof not only has ſhe granted unto 
him her letter of reſtitution, by way of grace, but alſo 
licenſed him to purſue, by way of reduction, the reme- 
dies provided by the law for ſuch as think themſelves 
grieved by any judgement, unorderly led, and to have 
the proceſs reverſed; for examination whereof, it has 
pleaſed her majeſty preſently to aſſemble you the three 
eſtates of this her realme, by whoſe advice, deliberation 
and deciſion at her majeſty's mind, to proceed forward 
upon his complaints, as the merits of the cauſe, laws of 
the realme, and practice obſerved in ſuch cafes, will bear 
out. The ſum of all your proceedings at this time, be- 
ing by that we have heard, thus as it were pointed out, 
might here end, if the matter we have in hand gave 
me not occaſion to ſay a few more words, not far diſſer- 
ert from the ſame ſubject, wherein I would extend the 
circumſtances more largely. If I feared not to offend 
ker bighneſs, whoſe preſence and modeſt nature abhors 
long ſpeaking and adulation, and fo will compel me t9 
ipcak ſuch things, as may ſeem to tend to any good and 
perfect point; and leſt it ſhould be compted to me, as 
that I were oblivious, if I hould omit to put you in re- 
membrauce, in what part we may accept this, and the 
like demonſtrations of her gentill nature; whoſe gract- 
ous behaviour towards all her ſubjects, in general may 
ſerve for a good proof of that felicity, we may look for 
under her happy government ſo long as it ſtall pleaſe 
God to grant her unto vs; for a good harmony to be 
had in the common weill, the offices between the prince 
and the ſubjects muſt be reciproque; as by her majeſty's 
prudence we enjoy this preſent peace with all foreign 
nations, and quietneſs among yourſelves, in ſuch ſort, 
that I think juſtly it may be affirmed Scotland, in no 
man's age, that preſently lives, was in greater tranguil- 
liry; fo is it the duty of all us her loving ſubjects to ac- 
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knowledge the ſame as a moſt high benefit, proceeding 
from the good government of her majeſty, declaring our- 
ſclves thankful for the ſame, and rendcring to her ma- 
jeſty ſuch due obedience, as a juſt prince may look for 
at the hands of faithful and obedient ſubjects. I mean 
no forced nor unwilling obedience, which I know her 
nature does deteſt, but ſuch as proceeds from the con- 
templation of her modeſt kind of regiment, will for love 
and duty fake produce the fruits thereof, A good proof 
have we all in general had of her majeſty's benignity 
theſe three years, that ſhe has lived in the government 
over you, and many of you have largely taſted of her 
large liberality and trank dealing; on the other part her 
highneſs has had Jarge appearance of yonr dutiful obedi- 
ence, ſo it becomes you to continue, as we have begun, 
in conſideration of the very notable examples-of her cle- 
mency above others her good qualitits, and to abhor and 
Ceteil all falſe bruites and rumours, which are the moſt 
peſtilent evils that can be in any common weill, and rhe 
lowers and inventors thereof. Then may we be well af- 
ſured to have of her an moſt gracious princeſle, and ſhe 
moſt faithful and loving ſulijects, and fo both the head 
and the members, being encouraged to maintain the har- 
mony and accord of the politic bodies, whereof I made 
mention before, as the glory thereof ſhall partly apper- 
tain to her inajeſty, fo. ſhall no ſmall praife and unſpeak- 
able commodity redound there through to you all uni- 
verially her ſubjects. 


No. X. (p. 249.) 

The perils and troubles that muy Preſ.otly enſue, and in time to 
come follow, to the queen's majcjly of England, and ſlate «f 
this realm, upon the marriage of the queen of Scots to the lord 
Darley. 

ix sr, the minds of ſuch as be affected to the queen 

of Scotts, either tor herſelf or for the opinion of her 
pretence to this crown, or for the deſire to have change 
of the forme of religion in this realin, or for the diſcon- 
tentation they have of the queen's majeſty, or her ſue- 
ceſſion, or of the ſucceſſion ot any other beſide the queen 
ot Scots, ſhall be, by this marriage, erccled, comtorted, 
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and induced to deviſe and labour how to bring their de. 
ſires to paſs; and to make ſome eſtimate what perſons 
thoſe are, to the intent the quantity of the danger ma 
be weighed; the ſame may be compaſſed in thoſe ſorts 
either within the realme or without. 

The firſt are ſuch as are ſpecially devoted to the queen 
of Scotts, or to the lord Darley, by bond of blood and 
alliance; as firſt, all the houſe of Lorrain and Guiſe for 
her part, and the earl of Lennox and his wife, all ſuch 
in Scotland as be of their blood, and have received dif 
pleaſures by the duke of Chatelherault and the Hamil. 
tons. The ſecond are all manner of perſons, both in 
this realme and other countries that are devoted to the 
authority of Rome, and miſlike of the religion now re- 
ceived; and in theſe two ſorts are the ſubſtance of then 
comprehended, that ſhail take comfort in this marriage. 

Next therefore to be conſidered what perils and trou- 
bles theſe kind of men ſhall intend to this realme. 

Firſt, the general ſcope and mark of all their defires 
is, and always ſhall be, to bring the queen of Scotts to 
have the royal crown of this realme; and therefore, 
though the deviſers may vary amongſt themſelves for 
the compaſſing hereof, according to the accidents of the 
times, and according to the impediments which they 
ſhall find by means of the queen's majeſty's actions and 
governments, yet all their purpoſes, dritts, deviſes, and 
practices, ſhall wholly and only tend to make the queen 


of Scotts queen of this realme, and to deprive our ſove- 


reign lady thereof; and in their proceedings, there are 
two manners to be conſidered, whereof the one is far 
worſe than the other; the one is intended by them, that 
either from malicious blindneſs in religion, or for natu- 
ral affection to the queen of Scotts, or the lord Darley, 
do perſuade themſelves that the ſaid queen of Scotts hath 
prelently more right to the crown than our ſovereign la- 
dy the queen, which ſort be all their kindred on both 
ſides, and all ſuch as are devoted to popery, either in 
England, Scotland, Ireland, or elſewhere; the other is 
meant by them, which, with leſs malice are perſuaded 
that the queen of Scotts hath ouly right to be the next 
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heir to' ſucceed the queen's majeſty and her iſſue, of 
which ſort few are without the realme, but here within 
and yet of them, not to many as are of the contrary, 
and from theſe two forts call the peril, deviſes, and 
practiſes proceed. From the firſt, which imagine the 
queen of Scotts to have perpetually right are to be look- 
ed for theſe perils. Firſt, is it to be doubred the devil 
will infect ſome of them to imagine the hurt of the life 
of our dear ſovereign lady, by tuch means as the devil 
ſhall ſuggeſt to them, akhough it is to be aſſuredly hop- 
ed, that Almighty God will, as he hath hitherto, graci- 
oufly protect and preſerve her from ſuch dangers? Se- 
condly, there will be attempted, by perſuaſions, by bruits, 
by rumours, and ſuch like, to alienate the minds ot good 
ſubjects from the queen's majeſty, and to conciliate them 
to the queen of Scotts, and on this behalf the frontiers 
and the north will be much ſolicited and labored. 
Thirdly, there will be attempted cauſes of ſome tumults 
and rebellions, eſpecially in the north towards Scotland, 
ſo as thereupon may follow ſome open enterpriſe ſet by 
violence. Fourthly, there will be, by the Aid queen's 
council and friends, a new league made with France, or 
dpain, that ſhall be offenſive to this realme, and a further- 
auce to their title, And as it is allo very likely, that 
they will ſet a foot as many practices as they can, both 
upon the frontiers and in Ireland, to occaſion the queen's 
majeſty to increaſe and continue her charge thereby, 
to retain her from being mighty or poteat, and for the 
attempting of all theſe things, many deviſes will be ima- 
gined from time to time, and no negligence will therein 
appear, 

From the ſecond fort, which mean no other favour 
to the queen of Scotts, but that ſhe ſhould ſucceed in 
title to the queen's majeſty, is not much to be feared, 
but that they ſhall content themſelves to ſee not only 
the queen's majeſty not to marry, and fo to impeach it, 
but to hope, that the queen of Scotts ſhall have iſſue, 
which they will think to be more pleaſable to all men, 
becauſe thereby the crowns of England and Scotland 
ball be united in ont, and thereby the occaſion of war 
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ſhall ceaſe; with which perſuaſion many people may 
be ſeduced, and abuſed to mcline themſelves to the part 
of the queen of Scotts. 

The remedics againſt theſe perils. 


A Duplicate. 
A ſummary of the crnſultation and advice given by the lords and 
others of the privy council, collected out of the ſundry and ſe vo- 
ral ſpeeches of the ſaid counſellors. 


(ath of June, 1565. Cot. Lib. Cal. b. 10. fol 290.) 


Lord Keeper, Mr. Comptroller, 
Lord Treaſurer, Mr. Vice Chaniberlain, 
Derby, Mr. Secretary, 

Larls of 4 Bedford, Cave, 
Leiceſter, _ . - 
Lord Admiral, Maſon. 
Lord Chamberlain. 


Queſtions propounded were theſe two. 
| 1. F, what perils might enſue to the queen's ma- 
jeſty, or this realm, of the marriage betwixt the 


| queen of Scotts, and the lord Darnley. ' ſho! 
| 2. What were meet to be done, to avoid or remedy 2nd 
the ſame. ran 

Ty 
To the firſt, 4 
like 


The perils being ſundry, and very many, were re. WW, 
duced by ſome counſellors into only one. kr, 
I. Firſt, That by this marriage, the queen of Scots p 
(being not married), a great number in this realm not MF. 
of the worſt ſubjects might be alienated in their minds Wa 
from their natural duties to her majeſly, to depend up- 
on the ſucceſs of this marriage of Scotland, as a mean 


| 


ute 


to cfiabliſh the ſucceſſion of both the crowns in the i- = 
| jve of the ſame marriage, and ſo favour all deviſes and cons 


practices that ſhould tend to the advancement of the WF 
queen of Scotts. | | n= 
2. Secondly, That confidering the chief foundation of iſ © 
them, which furthered the marriage of lord Darnley _ 
was laid upon the truſt of ſuch as were papiſts, as the 3 
enly means left to reſlore the religion of Rome, it was \ 


may 
part 
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plainly to be ſeen, that both in this realm and Scotland, 
the papiſts would moſt favour, maintain, and fortify 
this marriage of the lord Darnley, and would, for fur- 
therance of faction in religion, deviſe all means and 
practices that could be within this realm to diſturb the 
eſtate of the queen's majeſty, and the peace of the 
realm, and conſequently to atchieve their purpoſes by 
force rather than fail. By ſome other, thele perils hav- 
ing indeed many branches, were reduced, though ſome- 
what otherwiſe, into two forts, and theſe were in na- 
ture ſuch as they could not be. eaſily ſevered the one 
from the other, but were knit and linked together, na- 
turally for maintaining the one with the on The 
ſirſt of theſe ſort of perils was, that, by this marriage 
with the lord Darnley, there was a plain intention to 


| further the pretended title of the queen of Scots, not 


only to ſucceed the queen's majeſty as in her beſt amis» 
ty ſhe had profeſſed, but that to occupy the queen's 
cltate, was when ſhe was in power, ſhe did manifeſtly 
declare. 

The ſecond was, that hereby the Romiſh religion 
ſhould be erected, and increaled daily in this realm, 
and theſe two were thus knit together, that the furthe- 
rance and maintenance of the title ſtaid, in furthering 
of the religion of Rome within this realm; and in 
like manner the furtherance of the ſame religion ſtood 
by the title, for otherwiſe the title had no founda- 
tion. 

Proofs of the firſt.) And to prove that the inten- 
tion to advance the title to diſturb the queen's ma- 
eſty, muſt needs enſue, was conſidered that always the 
intention and will of any perion is moſt manifeſt, when 
their power is greateſt, and contrary when power 
s ſmall, then the intention and will of every perſon is 
covered and leſs ſeen. So as when the queen of Scotts 
power was greateſt, by her marriage with the dauphin 
of France, being afterwards French king, it manifeſtly 
appeared of what mind ſhe and all her friends were, 
ung then manifeſtly all the means that could be devif- 
cd to impeach and diſpoſſeſs the queen's majeſty, firſt 
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by writing and publiſhing herſelf in all countries queen 
of England; by granting charters, patents, and com- 
miſſions, with that ſtyle, and with the arms of England, 
both the French and Scotts, which charters remain ſtill 
undefaced; and to proſecute it with effect, it is known 
what preparations of war were made, and ſent into 
Scotland; and what other forces were aſſembled in 
foreign countries; yea, in what manner a ſhameful 
peace was made by the French with king Philip to em- 
ploy all the forces of France to purſue all the matters by 


force which by God's providence, and the queen's ma- 


jeſty contrary power, were repelled; and afterwards, 
by her huſhand's death, her fortune and power being 
— the intention began to hide itſelf, and altho 
by the Scottiſh queen's commiſſaries an accord was 
made at Edenbrough, to reform all thoſe titles and 
claims, and pretences, yet to this day, by delays and 
cavillations, the ratification of that treaty hath been 
deferred. And fo now, as ſoon as ſhe ſhall feel her 
power, ſhe will ſet the ſame again abroad, and by con- 
fidering of ſuch errors as were committed in the firſt, 
her friends and allies will amend the ſame, and pro- 
eeed ſubſtantially to her purpoſe. By ſome it wa 
thought plainly, that the peril was greater of this mar- 
riage with the lord Darnley, being a ſubject of wi: 
rcalm, than with the mightieſt prince abroad; for by 
this, he being of this realm, and having for the caulc 
of religion, and other reſpects, made a party here, 
ſhould encreaſe by force with diminution of the power 
of the realm; in that whatſoever power he could make 
by the faction of the papiſt, and other diſcontented 
perſons here, ſhould be as it were deducted out of the 
power of this realm; and by the marriage of a ſtran— 
ger, ſhe could not be aſſured of any part here; fo as by 
this marriage ſhe ſhould have a portion in her own 
power to ſerve her turn, and a ſmall portion of adverſa- 
ries at home in our own bowels, always ſeem more dau- 
gerous than treble the like abroad, whereof the exam 
ples are in our own ſtories many, that foreign powers 
never prevailed in this realm, bat with the help © 
ſome at home, It was allo remembered, that ſecing 


APPENDIX, 35 


how before this attempt of marriage, it is found, and 
OY ſeen, that in every corner of the realm, the 
faction that moſt favoureth the Scottiſh title, is grown 
ſtout and bold, yea ſeen manifeſtly in this court, both 
in hall and chamber, it could not be but (except good 
heed were ſpeedily given to it) by this marriage, and by 
the practice of the fautors thereof, the fame faction 
would ſhortly encreaſe, and grow ſo great and dange- 
rous, as the redreſs thereof would be almoſt deſperate. 
And to this purpoſe it was remembered, how ot late in 
peruſing of the ſubſtance of the juſtice of the peace, in 
all the countries of the realm, ſcantily a third was 
found fully aſſured to be truſted in the matter of reli- 
gion, upon which- only ftring the queen of Scotts title 
doth hang, and ſome doubt might be, that the friends 
of the ear] of Lennox, and his had more knowledge 
hereof than was thought, and thereby made avant now 
in Scotland, and their party was fo great in England as 


the queen's majeſty durſt not attenipt to contrary his 


marriage. And in this fort, was the ſum of the perils 
declared, being notwithſtanding more largely and plain- 
ly ſet out, and made fo apparent by many ſure argu» 
ments, as no one of the council could deny them to be 


but many and very dangerous. 


Second Queſtion. 
The queſtion of this conſulation was what were 
meet to be done to avoid theſe perils, or elſe to divert 


the force thereof from hurting the realm? wherein 


there were a great number of particular deviſes pro- 
pounded; and yet the more part of them was reduced 
by lome into three heads. 

1. The firſt thought neceſſary by all perſons, as the 
only thing of the moſt moment and efficacy, to reme- 
dy all thele perils, and many others, and ſuch as with- 
out it no other remedy could be found ſufficient, and 
that was to obtain that the queen's majeſty would mar- 
ry, and make therein no long delay. 

2. The ſecond was to advance, eſtabliſh, and fortify 
indetd the profeſſion of — both in Scotland and 
2 


36 APPENDIT. 


in England, and to diminiſh, weaken, and feeble the 
contrary. 

3. The third was, to proceed on ſundry things, either 
to difappoint and break this intended marriage, or, at 
the l-a/t, thereby to procure the ſame not to be ſo hurt- 
ful to this realm, as otherwiſe it will be. 

Tuc firſt of theſe three hath no particular rights in it, 
but an earneft and unfeigned deſire and ſuite, with all 
kemblene/s, by prayer to Almighty God, and advice 
aud council to the queen's majeſty, that ſhe would de- 
fer no more time from marriage, whereby the good 
ſubjects of the realm might ſtay their hearts, to depend 
upon her majeſty, and the iſſue of her body, without 
which noſurety can he deviſed to aſcertain any perſon 
of continuance ct their families or poſteritics, to enjoy 
that which otherwiſe ſhould come to them. 

Second, concerning the matters of religion, wherein 
both truth and policy were joined together, had theſe 
particulars. 

Firſt, whereas of late the adverſaries of religion, in 
the realm, have taken occaſion to comfort and increate 
their faction, both in England, Scotland, and abroad, 
with a rumour and expectation that the religion ſhall 
be ſhortly changed in this realm, by means that the 
biſhops, by the queen's majeity commandment, have 
of late dealt ſtreightly with ſome perſons of good reli- 
gion, becauſe they had forborn to wear certain apparel, 
and ſuch like things; being more of form and acct- 
dents, than of any ſubſtance, for that it is well known 
that ker majeſty had no meaning to comfort the a«lver- 
faries, but only to meintain an uniformity as well in 
things external as in the ſubſtance, nor yet hath any 
intention to make any change of the religion as it is e- 
ſtabliſned by laws. It was thought by all men very 
nece ſtary for the ſuppreſſing of the pride and arrogancy 
of the adverſaries, indirectly hereby to notify, by her 
ſpecial letters to the two archbiſhops, that her former 
commandment was only to retain an uniformity, and 
not to give any occaſion to any perſon to misjudge ot 
her majeſty, in the change of any part of religion, but 
that ſhe did not determine firmly to maintain the form 
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of her religien, as it was eſtabliſhed, and to puniſh 
ſuch as did therein violate her laws. And in theſe 
points, ſome alſo wiſhed that it might pleaſe her arch- 
biſhops, that if they ſhould ſee that the adverſaries con- 


| tinued in taking occaſion to fortify their faction, that 


in that caſe they ſhould uſe a moderation therein, until 
the next parliament, at which time, ſome good, uni- 
form, and decent order might be deviſed, and eſtabliſh- 
ed, for ſuch ceremonies, ſo as both uniformity and gra- 
vity might be retained amongſt the clergy. | 
The — means was, tha the quondam biſhops, 
and others, which had refuſed to acknowledge the 
queen's majeſty's power over them, according to the 
law, and were of late diſperſed in the plague time to 


| ſundry places abroad, where it is known they ceaſe not 
to advance their faction, might be returned to the 
Tower, or ſome other priſon, where they might not 


have ſuch liberty to ſeduce and inveigle the queen's mas» 
jeſty's ſubjects, as they daily do. 

The third means was, that where the biſhops do 
complain that they dare not execute the eccleſiaſtical 
laws, to the furtherance of religion, for fear of the pre- 
munire wherewith the judges and lawyers of the realm, 
being not beſt affected in religion, do threaten them, 
and in many caſes lett not to pinch and deface them, 
mat upon fuch caſes opened, ſome convenient authori- 
ty might be given them, from the queen's majeſty, to 
continue during her pleaſure, | 

The fourth was, that there were daily lewd, injudici- 
ous and unlawful books in Engliſh brought from beyond 
ſeas, and are boldly received, read, — kept, and eſpe- 
cially in the north, ſeducing of great numbers of good 
ſubjects, the like boldneſs whereof was never ſuffered in 
any other princeſs's time, that ſome ſtreight order 
might be given to avoid the fame, and that it might be 
conſidered by the judges, what manner of crime the 
fame is, to maintain ſuch hooks, made directly againſt 
her majeſty's — and maintaining a — 
vower, contrary to the laws of the realm. 

The fifth was, that m_ a great number of monks; 
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fryars, and ſuch lewd perſons are fled out of Scotland, 
and do ſerve in England, eſpecially in the North, as cu- 
rates of churckes, and all ſuch of them as are not found 
honeſt and conformable, may be baniſhed out of the 
realm, for that it appeareth they do ſow ſedition in the 
realm, in many places, and now will increaſe their do. 
ings. 
The ſixth, where ſundry having ecclcſiaſtical livings 
are on the other ſide the fea, and from theace main» 
tain ſedition in the realm; that livings may be better 
be{:owec, to the commodity of the realm, upon good 
ſubjects. 

Tie ſeventh is, that the judges of the realm, having 
no ſmall authority in this realm, in governance of al 
property of the realm, might be ſworn to the queen's 
me jeſty, according to the laws of the realm, and ſo 
thereby they ould for conſcience ſake mauntain the 
queen's majeſty's authority. 

The particuiars of the third intention to break and 
avoid this marriage, or to divert the perils, 

Firſt to break this marriage, conſidering nothing can 
likely do it, hut force, or tear of force, it is thought by 
ſome that theſe means following might occation the 
breach of the marriage. 

t. That the ear] of Bedford repair to his charge. 

2. That the works at Berwick be more advanced. 

3. That the garriſon be there increated, 

4. That all the wardens put their trontiers in order 
with ſpeed, to be ready at an tvur's warning. 

5. That ſome noble perton, as the duke of Norfolk, 
or the carl of Salop, or luch other, be fent into York 
Mie, to be lieutenant general in the North. 

6. That preparations be made of a power, to he in 
readinels to ferve, either at Berwick, or to invade Scot— 
land. | | 
8. That preſently lady Lennox he committed to ſor 
place, where ſhe may be kept from giving or receivils 
of intelligence. 

9. That the earl of Lennox and his fon may be ſc 
for, and required to be ſent home by the queen of Scots 
according to the treaty; and if dien mall not com 


coe, 
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then to denounce to the queen of Scots the breach of 
the treaty, and thereupon to enter with hoſtility; by 
which proceeding, hope 1s conceived (fo the fame be 
done in deeds and not in ſhews) that the marriage will 
be avoided, or at the leaſt that it may be qualified from 
many perils; and whatſoever is to be done herein, is to 
be executed with ſpeed, whilſt ſhe has a party in Scot- 
land that favoureth not the marriage, and before any 
league made by the queen of Scots with France or 
Spain. 

ms other allows well of all theſe proceedings, ſav- 
mg of proceeding to hoſtility, but all to agree in the 
rell, and alſo to theſe particularities following. 

10. That the earl's lands, upon his refutal, or his 
ſon's refuſing, ſhould be leized, and beſtowed in giti or 
cuitody, as ſhall pleaſe her majeſty, upon good ſubjects. 

11. That all manifeſt ſavourers of the carl, in the 
North, or <llewhere, be inquired for, and that they be, 
by lundry means, well looked to. 

12. I nat enquiry be made in the North, who have 
the ſtewardſhip of the queen's majeſty's lands there, 
and tliat no perſon deferving miſtruſt he ſuffered to 
have governance or rule of any of her ſubjects or lands 
in the North, but only to retain their fees, and more 
truſty perſon have rule of the ſame people's lands. 

12. That all frequent pailages into this realm, to and 
trom Scotland, be reſtrained to all Scottiſh men, laving 
lack as have fate conduct, or be eſpecially recommend- 
cd from Mr. Randolph, as favourers of this realm. 

That ſome intelligence be uſted with fuch in Scotland, 
as favour not the marriage, and they comtorted trom 
ume to time. | 

15. That the queen's majeſty's houſhold, chamber, 
and penſioners, bc better iecn unto, to avoid broad and 


uncomely Ipcech uſcch Ly laundry againlt the ſtate ot the 


realm. 

16. That the younger lon of ihe earl of Lennox, Mr. 
Charles, be remembered to lone place where he may 
be tort hcoming. 

17. That cenlidering the {faction and title of the 
een of Scots hath wow os long tine received great 
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favour, and continued, by the queen's majeſty's 
favour herein, to the queen of Scots and her mini- 
ſters, and the lady Catherine, whom the ſaid queen 
of Scots accompted as a competitor unto her in pre- 
tence of title, it may pleaſe the queen's majeſty, b 

ſome exterior act, to ſhew ſome remiffion of her dif. 
pleaſure to the lady, and to the earl of Hartford, that 
the queen of Scots thereby may find ſome change, and 
her friends put in doubt of further proceedings therein, 

18. That whoſoever ſhall be lieutenant in the North, 
ſir Ralph Sadler may accompany him. 

19. That with ſpeed the realm of Ireland may be 
commiitted to a new governor. 

20. Finally, that theſe advices heing conſidered by 
her majeſty, it may pleaſe her to chooſe which of them 
ſhe liketh, and to put them in execution in deeds, and 
not paſs them over in conſultations and ſpeeches. 
Tor it is to be aſſured, that her adverſaries will uſe all 
means to put their intention in execution. Some by 
practice, ſome by force, when time ſhall ſerve, and no 
time can ſerve ſo well the queen's majeſty to interrupt 
the perils, as now at the firit, before the queen of Scots 
purpoſes be fully ſettled. 


No. XI. (p. 259.) 
Randolph to the earl of Leiceſler, from Edinburgh th 
3½ of July. 
(Cott. Lib. Cal. b. ix. fol. 216. An original.) 
M* it pleaſe your lordſhip, I have received your 
lordſhip's letter by my ſervant, ſufficient teſtimo. 
ny of your lordſhip's favour towards me, whereot | 
think myſelf always fo afſured, that what other miſhap 
ſoever befal me, I have enough to comfort myſelf with; 
though I have not at this time received neither accord- 
ing to the need | ſtand, nor the neceſſity of the ſervice 
that I employed in, I will rather paſs it, as I may with 
patience, than trouble your lordſhip to be further futer 
tor me, when there is ſo little hope that any good wil 
be done for me. I doubt not but your lordſhip hath 
heard by ſuch information as I have given from hence, 
what the preſent ſtate of this country is, how this qu**% 
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is now become a married wife, and her huſband, the 
ſclt-ſame day of his marriage, made a king. In their 
deſires, hitherto, they have found fo much in their con- 
tentment, that if the reſt ſucceed and proſper accord- 
ingly, they may think themſelves much happier, than 
there is appearance that they ſhall be; fo many diſcon- 
tented minds, ſo much miſliking of the ſubjects to have 
theſe matters thus ordered, and in this fort to be 
brought to paſs, I never heard of any marriage; ſo lit - 
tle hope, ſo little comfort as men do talk, was never 
ſcen, at any time, when men ſhould moſt have ſhewed 
themſelves to rejoice, if that conſideration of her own 
honour and well of ker country had been had as ap- 
pertained in ſo weighty a caſe. This is now their fear, 
the overthrow of religion, the breach of amitie with the 
queen's majeſty, and the deſtruction of as many of the 
nobility as ſhe hath a miſliking of, or that ſhe hketh to 
pitch a quarrel unto. Jo ſce all theſe inconveniencies 
approaching, there are a good number that may ſoon- 
er lament with themſelves, and complain to their 
neighbours, than be able to find remedic to help them, 
lome attempt with all the force they have, but are too 
weak to do any good, what is required otherways, or 
what means there 15 made your lordſhip knoweth; 
what will be anſwered, or what will be done, therein, 
we are in great doubt, and though your intent be ne- 
ver ſo good unto us, yet do we-ſo much fear your de- 
lay, that our ruin ſhall prevent your ſupport when coun- 
cil is once taken, Nothing ſo needful, as ſpeedy exe- 
cution. Upon the queen's majeſty we wholly depend ; 
in her majeſty's hand it ſtandeth to fave our lives, or 
to ſuffer us to periſh; greater honour her majeſty can- 
not have, than in that which licth in her majeſty's 
power to do for us; the ſums are not great; the num- 
bers of men are not many that we deſire; many will 
daylay be found, 3 this will be ſome charge; 

men grow daylay, though, at this time, I think her ma- 
jeſty ſhall lote but few; her friends here being once 
taken away, where will her majeſty find the Tie; I 

Ipeak leaſt of that which I think is moſt earneſtly in- 
tended by this queen, and her huſband, when by him 
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it was lately ſaid, that he cared more for the papiſts in 
England, than he did for the proteſtants in Scotl:nd; 
if therefore, his hopes be ſo great in the papiſts of Eng- 
land, what may your lordſhip believe that he thinketh 
of the proteſtants there; for bis birth, for his nurritour, 
for the honour he hath to be of kine to the queen my 
miſtreſs, if in preferring thoſe that are the queen's ma- 
jeſties worſt ſubjects to thoſe that are her beſt, he decla- 
reth what mind he beareth to the queen's majeſty's 
ſelf, any man may ſay it is flenderly rewarded, and his 
duty evil forgotten; he would now ſeem to he indiffe- 
rent to both the religions, ſhe to uſe her maſs, and he 
to come ſometimes to the preaching; they were mar- 
ried with all the ſolemnities of the popiſh time, ſaving 
that he heard not the maſs; his dork and talk argu- 
eth his mind, and yet would he fain ſeem to the world 
that he were of ſome religion; his words to all men, 
againſt whom he conceiveth any diſpleaſure how unjuſt 
ſoever it be, ſo proud and ſpitfull, that rather he ſcem- 
eth a monarch of the world, than he that, not long 
ſince, we have ſeen and known the lord Darnley; he 
looketh now for reverence of many that have little will 
to give it him; and ſome there are that do pive it, that 
think him little worth of it. All honour that may be 
attributed unto any man by a wife, he hath it wholly 
and fully; all praiſes that may be ſpoken of him, lie 
lacketh not from herſelf; all dignities that ſhe can en- 
due him with, which are already given and granted; 
no man pleaſeth her that contenteth not him; and 
what may I ſay more, ſhe hath given over to him her 
whole will, to be ruled and guided as himſelf beſt lik- 
eth; ſhe can as much prevail with him, in any thing 
that is againſt his will, as your lordſhip may with me 
to perſuade that I ſhould hang mylelt; this laſt dig- 
nity out of hand to have been proclaimed king, fhe 
would have it deferred until it were agreed by parlia- 
ment, or he had been himſelf 21 years of age, that 
things done in his name might have the better author 
ty. He would, in no caſe, have it deferred one day, 
and either then or never: whereupon this doubt is riſen 
amongſt our men of law whether ſhe being clad with 1 
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huſband, and her huſband not twenty-one years, any 
thing without parliament can be of ſtrength, that is 
done between them; upon Saturday at afternoon, theſe 
matters were long in debating. And hefore they were 
well reſolved upon, at nine hours at night, by three 
heralds, at found of the trumpet he was proclaimed 
king. This was the night — the marriage; this 
day, Monday at twelve of the clock, the lords, all that 
were in the toun, were preſent at the proclaiming of 
him again, where no man ſaid fo much as Amen, fav- 
ing his father that cried out aloud, God fave his 
queen. The manner of the marriage was in this ſort, 
upon Sunday in the 1 between five and fix, ſhe 
er nobles to the chapel; 
ſhe had upon her back the great mourning gown of 
black, with the great wide mourning hood, not unlike 
unto that which ſhe wore the doulfull day of the buri- 
al of her huſband: ſhe was led unto the chapell, by the 
carl of Lennox and Athol, and there was ſhe left until 
her huſband came, ho was alſo conveyed by the ſame 
lords, the miniſter prieſts, two, do there receive them, 
the bands are aſked the third time, and an inſtrument 
taken by a notour that no man ſaid againſt them, or 
alledged any cauſe why the marriage might not pro- 
ceed, The words were ſpoken, the rings which were 
three, the middle a rich diamond, were put upon her 
finger; they knecl together, and many prayers aid over 
them, ſhe tarrieth out the mals, and he taketh a kiſs, 
and leaveth her there, and went to her chamber, whi- 
ther within a ſpace ſhe followeth ; and being required, 
according to the ſolemnity, to caſt off her cares and to 
leave aſide thoſe forrowful garments, and give herſelf 
to a more pleaſant lite, after ſome pretty refuſall, more 
l believe for manner ſake than grief of heart, ſhe ſuffer- 
ed them that ſtood by, every man that could approach, 
ta take out a pin, a d fo being committed to her ladies, 
changeth her garments, but went to bed, to ſigniſie to 
the world, that it was not luſt that moved them to mar- 
u but only the neceſſity ot her country, not, if God 
will, long to leave it deſtitute of an heir. Suſpicious 
men, or ſuch as are given of all things to make the 
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worſt, would that it ſhould be believed, that they kney 
each other before they came there; I would not your 
lordſhip ſhould fo believe it, the likelihoods are fo preat 
to the contrary, that if it were poſſible to ſce ſuch an 
act done, I would not believe it. After the marriage 
followeth commonly great cheer and dancing: to ther 
dinner they were conveyed by the whole nobility : the 
trumpets ſound ; a largeſs cried; mony thrown about 
the houſe in great abundance, to fuch as were happy to 
get any part; they dine both at one table, ſhe upon the 
upper hand, there ſerye her theſe earls Athole, fewer, 
Morton, carver, Craufoord, cup-bearer; thele ſerve 
him in like offices, earls Eglington, Caſſels, and G!cu- 
cairn; after dinner they danced a while, and then gc- 
tired themſelves till the hour of ſupper; and as they 
dined fo do they ſup, ſome dancing there was, and ſo 
they go to bed; of all this I have written to your lord 
ſhip I am not oculatus teſtis to this, but of the verity 
3 lordſhip ſhall not need to doubt, how ſocver I cant 

y it; | was ſent for to have been at the ſupper, but 
like a curriſh or uncourtly carlc I retuſed to be there; 
and yet that which your lordſhip may think mig! 
move me much, to have had the {tight of my mites 
of whom theſe eighteen days by juſt account 1 got no! 
a ſight, I am, my lord taken by all that fort as a very 
evil perſon, which in my heart 1 do well allow, and like 
of myſelf the better, for yet can J not find either hone 
or good that liketh their doings. I leave at this tur 
further to trouble your lordſhip, craving pardon 0 
my long filence, I have more ado than I am able to 
diſcharge, I walk now more abroad by night than by 
day, and the day too little to diſcharge myſelt of tha 
which I conceive, or receive in the night. As you: 
lordſhip, I am ſure, is partaker of ſuch letters as I write 
to Mr. Secretary, ſo that I truſt that he ſhall he to ri 
to ſave me of a little labour, to write the ſame again 
moſt humbly I take my leave at Edinburgh, the laſt ci) 


of July, 1565. 
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45 
No. XII. (p. 262.) 

Letter of the earl of Bedford to the bonourable Sir William Cecil 
lat. ber Majeny . principal ſecretary, and one of ber bigh= 
neſi's privy council. 

(2d of Sept. 1565. Paper-office, from the original.) 

A my hearty commendations, this day at noon 

captain Brickwell came hither, who brought with 
him the queen's majeſty's letters, containing her full 
reſolution and pleaſure Gr all things he hadin charge to 
give information of, ſaving that for the aid of the — 
of the congregation there is nothing determined, or at 
the leaſt expreſſed in the ſame letters, and for that pur- 
poſe received I, this morning, a letter ſubſeribed by 
the duke, the earl of Murray, Glencarne, and others, 
craving to be holpen with zoo harquebuſyers out of 

this garriſon, for their better defence. And albeit, I 

know right well the goodneſs of their cauſe, and the 

queen's majeſty our ſovereign's good will, and care 
towards theme; and do alſo underſtand that it were 
very requilite to have them holpen, for that now there 
cauſe is to be in this manner decided, and that it now 
ſtandeth upon their utter overthrow and undoing, ſince 
the queen's party is at the leaſt 5000, and they not 

— above 1000; beſides, that the queen hath har- 

quebuſyers, and they have none, and do yet want the 

power that the earl of Arguyle ſhould bring to them, 
who 1s not yet joined with theirs; I have thereupon 
thought good to pray you to be a means to learn her 

majeſty's pleaſure in this behalf, what, and how, 1 

ſa!l anſwer them, or otherwiſe deal in this matter, now 

t this their extreme neceſlity. For, on the one ſide, 

yeth thereupon their utter ruing and overthrow, and 

he miſerable ſubverſion of religion there; and, on the 
ther ſide, to adventure ſo great and weighty a matter 

s this is (albeit it be but of a few ſoldiers, for a ſmall 

me), without good warraunte, and thereby to bring, 

eradventure, upon our heads ſome wiliiul warrs, and 
the mean time to leave the place unfurniſhed, (hav- 
vg in the whole but S), without any grant of new 
epply for the fame; aud by that means ailo, to leave 
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the marches here the more ſubject to invaſion, while in 
the mean ſeaſon new helps are preparing; to this know 
not 1 what to ſay or how to do. And fo much more! 
maryel thereof, 2s that having ſo many times written 
touching this matter no reſolute determination cometh, 
And ſo between the writing, and looking for anſwer, 
the occaſion cannot paſs, but muſt necds proceed and 
have ſucceſs. God turs it to his glory, but ſurely all 
men's reaſon hath great caulc to ſcar it. Such a puſh 
it is now come into, as this little ſupply would do 
much good to advance God's honour, to continue her 
mwajcſty's yreat-and careful memory of them, and tn 
preſerve a great many noblemen and gentlemen. I t 
be not now helpen, it is gone for ever. Your gon 
will and afiechon that way I do nothing miſtruſt, an! 
herein ſhall take ſuch good advice as by any means | 
can. I received from theſe lords two papers incloſcd, 
the effect whereof ſhall appear unto you. For tho: 
matters that captain Brickwell brought, I ſnall anſwer 
you by my next, and herewith fend you two letters 

"ook Mr. Randolph, both received this day. By him 
you ſhall hear that the Ir are retired from F- 
denborough, further off. So I hope your reſolution 
for their aid ſhall come in time, if it come with ſpeed, 
for that they will not now fo preſently need them; and 
fo with my hearty thanks commit you ro God. From 
Berwick, the 2d of Sept. 1565. 

No. XIII. (p. 262.) 
The quien le ihe earl of Bedford, 
(12th Sept. 1565. Paper-office.) 

Trop the aidvertijements lately received from yon, 
with ſuch other things as came allo from the jord 
Scrope and Thomas Randolph, and upon the whe: 
matter well confidered, we have thus determined, Ve 
will, with all the ſpeed that we can, fend to you 3cocl. 
to be thus uſed. If you ſhall certainly underſtand that 
the carl of Murray hath ſuch want of money, as the 
impreſling to him of 10co!. might ſtand him in ſtead 
for the help to defend bimtelf, you ſhall preſently l. 
him ſecretly to underſtand, that you will, as of yo; 
et bim have ſo much, and fo we will that you let 5! 
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have, in the moſt ſecret ſort that you can, when the ſaid 
ſum ſhall come to you, or if you can by any good 
means, advance him ſome part thereof beforehand. 
The other 2000]. you ſhall cauſe to be kept whole, 
unſpent, if it be not that you ſhall ſee neceſſary cauſe to 
impreſt ſome part thereof to the now numbers of the 


boo footmen and fo horſemen; or to the cailing out 


of wages of ſuch workmen, as by ſickneſs, or other- 
wiſe, ought to be diſcharged. And where we perceive, 
by your ſundry letters, the earneſt requeſt of the ſaid 
earl of Murray and his aſſociates, that they might have, 
at leaſt, 300 of our ſoldiers, to aid them. And that 
you alſo write, that though we would not command 
you to give them aid, yet if we would but wink at your 
doing hercin, and ſeem to blame you for attempting 
ſuch things, as you with the help of others ſhould — 
about, you doubt not but things would do well; you 
ſhall underſtand for a truth, that we have no intention, 
for many reſpects, to maintain any other princes ſub- 
jets, to take arms againſt their ſovereign ; neither 
would we willingly do any thing to give oecaſion to 
make wars betwixt us and that prince, which has cauf. 
ed us to forbear, hitherto, to give you any power, to 
let them be aided with any men. But now, conſider- 
ing we take it, that they are purſued, notwithſtanding 
their humble ſubmiſſion, and offer to be ordered and 
tried by law and juſlice, which being refuted to them, 
they are retired to Dumireſc, a place near our weſt 
marches, as it ſeemeth there to defend themſelves, and 
adding thereunto the good intention that preſently the 
French king pretendeth, by ſending one of his to join 
with ſome one of ours, and jointly to treat with that 
queen, and to induce her to forbear this manner of vio- 
lent and rigorous proceeding againſt her ſubjects, for 
which purpoſe the French ambaſſador here with ns 
has lately written to that queen, whereof anſwer is 
daily looked for; to the intent in the mean time the 
ſaid lords ſhould not be oppreſſed and ruined for lack 
of ſome help to defend them, we are content and do 
authorize, if you ſhall ſee a neceſſary for their defence, 
2 
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to let them (as of your own adventure, and without noti- 
fying that you have any direction therein from us)to have 
the number of 3co ſoldiers, to be taken either in whole 
bands, or tobe drawn out of all your bands, as you fhall ſee 
cauſe, And to cover the matter the better, you ſhall 
ſend theſe numbers to Carliſle, as to be laid there in 
arriſon, to defend that march, now in this time that 
ſuch powers are on the other part drawing to thoſe 
frontiers, and ſo from thence as you ſhall ſee cauſe to 
direct of, the ſame numbers, or any of them, may moſt 
covertly repair to the ſaid lords, when ou ſhall expreſ- 
ſly advertize, that you ſend them that aid only for 
their defence, and not therewith to make war againſt 
the queen, or to do any thing that may offend her per- 
ſon, wherein you ſhall ſo preciſely deal with them, 
that they may perceive your care to be ſuch as if it 
ſhould 22 appear, your danger ſhould be fo 
reat, as all the friends you have could not be able to 
ave you towards vs. And ſo we aſſure you our con- 
ſcience moveth us to charge you, ſo to proceed with 
them; for otherwiſe than to preſerve them from ruin, 
we do not yield to give them aid of money or men: 
and yet we would not that either of theſe were known 
to be our act, but rather to be covered with your own 
deſire and attempt. 
No. XIV. (p. 270.) 
Randolph to Cecil, from Edinburgh, 716 Feb. 1565-6. 
| (An original.) 
M* humble duty conſidered; what to write of the 
preſent ſtate of the country I am ſo uncertain, by 
reaſon of the daily alterations of mens minds, that it 
maketh me muck flower than otherwiſe I would. With- 
in theſe few days there was ſome good hope that this 
ueen would have ſhewed ſome tavour towards the 
— and that Robert Melvin ſhould have returned 
unto them with comfort, upon ſome conditions. Since 
that time, there are come out of France Clernau by land, 
and Thorneton by ſea; the one from the cardinal, the 
other from the biſhop of Glaſgow. Since whoſe ar- 
rival neither can there be good word gotten, nor ap- 
pearance of any good intended them, except that the) 
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be able to perſwade the queen's majeſty our ſovereign 
to make her heir apparent to the croun of England. 
| write of this nothing leſs than I know, that ſhe hath 
ſpoken. And by all means that ſhe thinketh the beſt 
doth travaile to bring it to paſs. There is a band late- 
ly deviſed, in which the late pope, the emperor, the 
king of Spain, the duke of Savoy, with divers princes 
of Italy, and the queen mother, ſuſpected to be of the 
ſame confederacy to maintain papiſtry throughout 
Chriſtiandom; this band was ſent out of France by 
Thorneton, and is ſublcrived by this queen, the copy 
thereof remaining with her, and the prmcipal to he re- 
turned very ſhortlie, as I hear, by Mr. Stephen Wilſon, 
a fit miniſter for ſuch a deviliſh deviſe; if the coppie 
hereof may be gotten, that ſhall be ſent as I convenicut- 
ly may. Monſicur Rambollet came to this toun upon 
Monday, he ſpoke that night to the queen and her 
huſband, but not long; the next day he held long con- 
ferences with them both, but nothing came to the 
knowledge of any whereof they intreated. I cannot 
ſpeak with any that hath any hope that there will be 
any good done for the lords by hum, though it is faid 
that he hath very good will to do fo to the uttermoſt of 
his power. He is lodged near to the court,” and leave 
e&th upon the queen's charges. Upon Sunday, the or- 
der is given, whereat means mate to many to be pre- 
ſent that day at the mais. Upon Candlemas day there 
carried their candles with the queen, her huſbind, 
the carl of Lennox, and carl of Athol; divers other 
lords have been called together and req ured to he at 
the maſs that day, foine have promil-d, as Cautle, 
Mongomerie, Seton, Cathnels. Others have reiuted, 
as Fleming, Levingiton, Linkiay, Huntly and Bothet 
and of them all, Bothel i tic Nowutelt, but worſt thought 
of; it was moved in counct] that mals ſhouli have 
becu in St. Giles church, wiich I believe was rather to 
tempt mens minds, than intended indeed: She was of 
late minded again to ſenl Robert Melvin do negociate 
With ſuch as the truſteth in amony{t the quicen's ma- 
Jeity's iubjects,, of WIA od ulis this way 4 watt 
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that the bruit is 22 than the truth, but in theſe 
matters, her majeſty is too wiſe not in time to be ware, 
and provide for the worſt; ſome in that country are 
thouglit to be privie unto the bands and confederacie of 
which I have written, where of I am ſure there is ſome 
things, tho” perchance of all I have not heard the truth, 
in this court divers quarles, contentions, and dehates, 
nothing ſo much ſought as to maintain miſchief and 
diſorder. David yet retaineth flill his place, not with- 
out heart grief to many, that ſee their ſovereign guided 
chiefly by ſuch a fellow; the queen hath utterly reſuſed 
to do any good to my lord of Argyll, and it is ſaid that 
ſhall be the firſt voyage that ſhe will make after ſhe is 
delivered of being with child; the bruit is common 
that ſhe is, but hardly believed of many, and of this, 
J can aſſure you, that there have of late appeared ſonic 
tokens to the contrary, 
| No. XV. (p. 277.) 

Part of a letter from the carl of Bedford and Mr. Tho, Ran 
Ab to the lords of the council of England from Berwick, 
27th of ITarch 1566. An original in the Cotton. Library, 
Caligula b. Io. fol. 372. (275th March, 1566.) 

May it pleaſe your Honours, 

EARING, of ſo maynie matters as we do, and fynd- 

inge ſuch varictie in the reports, we have myche 
ado to decerne the veritie: which maketh us the flower 
and loother-to put any thing in wryting, to the entente 
we wold not that your honours, and by you the queen's 
majeſtie, our {overeigne, ſhould net be advertiſed but of 
the verie trothe as we can poſſible. To this end we 
thourht gocd to fend up captain Carewe, who was in 

Edinbourge at tlic tyre of the laſt attemptate, who 

ſpoke there with diverſe, and after that with the queen's 

ſelf and her huſband conforme to that, which we have 

Icarned by others, and know by this reporte, we ſen 

the lame, confirmed by the parties ſelf, that were there 

preſent and affyſters unto theſe that were executors of 
the ate. 

This we fynde for certain, that the queen's huſband 
he ing entered into a vehement ſuſpicion of David, that 
by hym ſome thynge was committed, which was mol! 
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agaynſte the queen's honour, and not to be borne of 
his perte, fyrite communicated his mynde to George 
Duglas, who fynding his ſorrows ſo great, ſought all 
the means he coulde to put ſome remedie to his grieſſ; 
and communicating the ſame unto my lord Ruthen by 
the king's commandment, no other waye coulde be 
found then that David ſhould be taken out of the waye. 
Wherein he was fo earneſt and daylye preſſed the fame, 
that no reſte coulde be had untyll it was put in execu- 
tion. To this that was tound good, that the lord Mor- 
ton, and lord Lindſaye ſhould be made privie to th' in- 
tente that theie might have their friends at hande, yf 
neade, required; which caufed them to aſſemble ſo may- 
ny, as theie thought ſufficient againſt the tyme, that 
this determination of theirs ſhould be put in executione 
which was determined the ixth of this inſtante 3 daics 
aſore the parliament ſhould begyne, at which tyme the 
lavde lords. were aſſured that the erles Argyle, Morraye, 
Kothes and their complyces hoide have been forfeited, 
y the king could not be perſuaded through this means 
to be their friends; who for the deſyre he had that this 
intent ſhould take effect th* one waye, was content to 
yciide, withont al! dificultie to t'other, with this con- 
dition, that thete ſhould give their conſents, that he 
might have the crowne matrimonial. He was fo im- 
patient to fee theſe things he ſaw, and were daylye 
brought to his cares, that he daylye preſſed the ſaid 
lord Kuthen, that there might be no longer delay; and 
to the intent that myglit manifeite unto the world, 
that he approved the acte was contente to be at the do- 
ing of that himſelf. 

Upon Saturday at night neire unto v111 of the clock 
the king conveyeth himiclf, the lord Ruthen, George 
Duglais, and two others, throwe his own chamber by 
the privy ſlayers up to the queen's chamber going to 
which — is a cabinet about x11 foot ſquare; in the 
lame a little low repoſing bed and a table, at the which 
theyr were ſitting at ſupper the queene, the lady Argile, 
aud David with his capp upon his head. Into the ca- 
binet there cometh in the king and lord Ruthen, who 
willed David to come forth, ſaying, that was uo 
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lace for him. The queen ſaid, that it was her will, 
er howſband anſwerede, that y: was againſte her ho- 
nour. The lord Ruthen ſaid, = he ſhould lerne bet- 
ter his deutie, and offering to have taken him by the 
arm, David took the queen by the blychtes of her 
gown and put himſelf behind the queen who wolde 
ladlee have ſaved him: But the king having looſed 
fis hand, and holding her in his arms, David was 
thruſt out of the cabinet throw the bed chamber into 
the chamber of preſence, har where the lord Morton 
the lord Lindſey, who intending that night to have re- 
ſerved hym, and the next day to hang him, ſo mane 
being about him, that hore him evil will, one thruſt 
him into the boddie with a dagger, and after hym a 
great many others, ſo that he had in his hodie above 
wounds, It is told for certain that the king's own dag- 
er was left ſticking in him. Whether he ftuck him or 
not we cannot be here certayn. He was not flavne in 
the queen's preſence, as was faid, but going down the 
ſtayers out of the chamber of preſence. 
There remayned a long tyme with the queen her 
howſband and the lord Ruthen. She made, as we here, 
great interceſſion, that he ſhold have no harm. She 
blamed greatlee her howſband that was the actor of % 
foul a deed. It is ſaid, that he did anſwer, that David 
had more compamie of her boddie than he for the ſpace 
of two months; and therefore tor her honovr and his 
own contentment he gave his conſent that he ſhould be 


taken _ It is not” (faythe ſhe) „the woman's 
&« part to ſeek the huſhand,” and therefore in that the 
He ſaid that when he came, ſhe 


fault was his own. 
either wold not or made herſelf fick. „Well,“ ſaycth 
ſhe, “ you have taken your lait of me and your fare- 
« well.” Then were pitv, faith the lord KRuthen, he 
is your majeſty's huſband and muſt vield dutie to each 
other. Why may I not,” ſaythe ſhe, „“ leave him as 
& well as your wife did her huſband!” Other have 
done the like. The lord Ruhen faid that fie was law- 


fully divorced from her huſband, and for no ſuch cal: 


as the king found himlelt greve. Beiydes this man 
was mea, bafle, enemie to the nobility, ſhame to her, 


aſſurct 
cl; amb 
thers. 
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and deſtruction to herſelf and country. « Well,” ſaith 
ſhe, * That ſhall be dear blude to ſome of you, yf his 
« be ſpylt. God forbid, ſayth the lord Ruthen: for 
the more your grace ſhowe yourſelf offended, the world 
will judge the worſe. | 

Her huſband this tyme ſpeaketh litle, herſelf conti- 
nually weepeth. The lord Ruthen being ill at eaſe and 
weak calleth for a drink, and ſayth, „This I muſt do 
« with your majeſties pardon,” and perſuadeth her in 
the beſt ſort he could, that ſhe would paciſy herſelf. 
Nothing that could be ſaid, could pleaſe her. 

In this mean time, there roſe a nombre in the court; 
to pacify which there went down the lord Ruthen, 
who went ſtrayt to the erles Huntly, Bothwell, and A- 
thol, to quiet them, and to aſſure them from the king 
that nothing was intend againſt them. Theſe notwith- 
ſtanding taking fear, when theie heard that my lord 
Murray wold be there the next day, and Argile meet 
them, Huntly and Bothwell both get out of a window 
and ſo depart. Atholl had leave of the king with 
Flyſh and Glandores (who was lately called Deyſley the 
perſon of Owne), to go where they wold, and bring 
concorde out of the court by the ford of Lidington. 
Theie went that night to ſuch places where they thought 
themſelves in moſt ſauttie. 

Before the king leaft talk with the queen, in the her- 
ing of the lord Kuthen ſhe was content that he ſhould 
lie with her that night. We know not how he * * 
himſelf, but came not at her, and excuſed hymſelf to 
his friends, that he was fo fleepie, that he could not 
wake in due ſeaſon. 

There were in this companie two that came in with 
the king; the one Andrewe Car of Fawdenſide, whom 
the queen ſayeth would have firoken her with a daggar, 
and one Patrick Balantine, brother to the juſtice clerk, 
who ailo her grace ſayth, offered a dagger againſt her 
belly with the cock down. We have been earneſtly in 
hand with the lord Ruthen to know the varitie; hut he 
aſſureth us of the contrarie. There were in the queen's 
chamber the lord Robert, Arthur Arſkin, one or two o- 
thers, They at the firſt offering to make a defence, 
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the lord Ruthven drawd his dagger and 4 mo weapons, 
then that were not drawn nor ſeen in her preſence, as 
we are by this lord aſſured. 

[The letter afterwards gives an account of the flipht 
to Dunbar caſtle, whither reſorted the lords Huntly and 
Bothwell: That the earl of Morton and lord Ruthven 
find themſelves left by the king for all his fair promiſcs, 
bonds, and ſubſcriptions. That he had proteſted before 
the council, that he was never conſenting to the death 
of David, and that it is ſore againſt his will: „That of 
6 the great ſubſtance David had there is much ſpoken, 
&« ſome ſay in gold to the value of 1150. His apparel 
&« was very good, as it is ſaid, 28 pair of velvet hoſe, 
& His chamber well furniſhed, armour, dagger, pyſto- 
4 letts, harquebuſes, 22 ſwords. Of all this nothing 
& ſpoyld or lacked ſaving 2 or three daggers. He had 
& the cuſtody of all the queen's letters, which all were 
& delivered unlooked upon. We hear of a juill, that 
& he had hanging about his neck of ſome price, that 
&« cannot be heard of. He had upon his back, when he 
& was ſlayne, a night gown of Damaſk furred, with a 
& ſattin doublet, a hoſe of ruſſet velvet.“ 

No. XVI. (p. 284.) 

Part of a letter from Randolph ts Cecil, Jan. 16, 1565-6. 

| 1 Cannot tell what miſliking of late there 

hath been between her grace and her hul— 
band, he preſſeth earneſtly for the matrimonial crown, 
which ſhe is loth haſtily to grant; but willing to kee 
ſomewhat in ſtore, until ſhe know how well he is wort 
to enjoy ſuch a ſovereignty: and therefore it is thought 
that the parliament for a time ſhall be deferred, but 
hereof I can write no certainty. 

From Mr. Randolpt”s letter to ſecretary Cecil. 

(4th April, 1566. Paper-office, from the original.) 

1 juſtice clerk in hard terms, more for his bro- 

ther's cauſe than any deſert, and as far as I can 
hear the king of all other in worſt, for neither bath 
the queen good opinion of him for attempting of any 
thing that was againſt her will, nor the people that he 
hath denied ſo manifeſt a matter, being proved to be 
done by his commandment, and now himſelf to be the 
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accuſer and purſuer of them that did as he willed them. 
This Scot, that was executed, and Murray that was 
yeſterday arraigned, were both accuſed by him. It is 
written to me, for certain, by one, that upon Mon- 
day laſt (poke with the queen, that ſhe is determin- 
ed that the houſe of Lennox ſhall be as poor in 
Scotland as ever it was. The earl continueth ſick, 
fore troubled in mind; he ſtaith in the abby, his 
ſon hath been once with him, and he once with the 
queen, ſince ſhe came to che caſtle. The queen hath 
now ſeen all the covenants and bands that paſſeth be- 
tween the king and the lords, and now findeth that his 
declaration, before her and council, of his innocency of 
the death of David was falſe; and grievouſly offended 
that, by their means, he ſhould ſcek to come to the 
crown matrimonial. 
Part of a letter from Randolph ts Cecil from Berwick, 
25% April, 1566. 
— is continually very much ſpeech of the 
diicord between the queen and her huſband, 
ſo far that, that is commonly ſaid and believed of him- 
{-if, that Mr. James Thornton is gone to Rome to ſue 
tor a divorce between them. It is very certain that Ma- 
levaſier had not ſpoken with him within thele three 
days. He is neither accompanied nor looked upon of 
any nobleman: attended upon by certain of his own 
lervants, and fix or ſeven of the guard; at liberty to do, 
and go where and what he will, they have no hope yet 
among themſelves of quietneſs. 

—— David's brother named Joſeph, who came this 
way with Malevaſier, unknown to any man here, is 
become ſecretary in his brother's place. 

No. XVII. (p. 288.) 
The earl of Bedford to Cecil. 34 Auguſt, 1566. 
T HE queen and her huſband agree after the old man- 
ner, or rather worſe. She cateth hut very ſeldom 
with him, lieth not, nor keepeth company with him, 
wor ioveth any ſuch as love him. Heis fo far out of her 
vooks, as at her going out of the caſtle of Edinburgh, 
to remove abroad, he knew nothing thereof. It can- 
wt tor modeſty, nor with the honour of a queen, be re- 
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ſh merchant there, having a water ſpaniel which was 
very good, gave him to Mr. James Melvill, who after. 
wards, for the pleaſure, which he ſaw the king have in 
ſuch kind of dogs, gave him tothe king. The queen there- 
upon fell marvellouſly out with Melvill, and called him 
diſſembler and flatterer, and ſaid ſhe could not truſt one, 
who would give any thing to ſuch one as ſhe loved not, 
The earl of Bedford io Cecil, Aug. 8. 
T* diſagreement between the queen and her huſ- 
band continueth, or rather increaſeth. Robert 
Melvill drawing home wards within twelve miles of E- 
dinburgh, could not tell where to find the queen; ſith 
which time ſhe is come to Edinburgh, and had not 
twelve horſes attending on her. There was not then, 
nor tha! I can hear of ſince, any lord baron, or other 
nobleman in her company. The king her huſband is 
= to Dumfermling, and paſſeth his time as well as 
e may; having at his farewell, ſuch countenance as 
would make a huſband heavy at the heart. 

Sir Jobn Forfler to Cecil, 8th Sept. from Bernvickh, 
T*. queen hath her huſband in ſmall eſtimation, and 
the carl of Lennox came not in the qucen's ſiglit 
fince the death of Davy, 

Sir Jobn Forfler to Cecil, 11th Dec. 
T* earl of Bothwell is appointed to receive the am- 
baſſadors, and all things for the chriſtening are at 
his lordſhip's appointment, and the ſame is ſcarcchy 
well liked of the nobility, as is ſaid. The king aud 
ueen is preſently at Craig-miller, but in little greater 
— than he was all the while paſt. 
Advertiſements out of Scotland from the earl of Bedford. 
(Auguſt 1566. Paper office, from the original.) 
1 the king and queen agreed well together two 
days, after her coming from , and after my 
lord Murray's coming to Edinburgh, ſome new difcord 
has happened. The queen hath declared to my lord 
of Murray that the king bears him evil will, and has 
ſaid to ker, that he is determined to kill him, finding 
fault that ſhe doth bear him ſo much company: and n 
like manner hath willed my lord of Murray to ſpicre 
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the king, which he did a few nights ſince in the queen's 

preſence, and in the hearing of divers. The king con- 

feſſed, that reports were made to him, that my lord of 

Murray was not his friend, which made him ſpeak that 

thing he repented; aud the queen affirmed, that the 

king had ſpoken ſuch words unto her, and confeſſed be- 
fore the whole houſe, that ſhe could not be content that 
either he or any other ſhould he unſriend to my lord 
of Murray. My lord of Murray enquired the fame 
ſtoutly, and uſed his ſpeech very modeſtly, in the mean 
time the king departed very grieved ; he cannot bear 
that the queen ſhould uſe familiarity either with man 
or woman, and eſpecially the ladies of Arguile, Murray, 
and Marre, who keep moſt company with her. My 
lord of Murray and Bothwell have been at evil words 
for the I. of Ledington, before the queen, for he and 
fir James Baltoure had new come from Ledington 
with his anſwer upon ſuch heals of articles as Bothwell 
and he ſhould agree upon, which being reported to the 
ſaid earl in the queen's preſence, made anſwer, that 
ere he parted with tuch lands as was defired, he 
ſhould part with his life. My lord of Murray faid 
ſtautly to him, that twenty as honeſt inen as he ſhould 
loſe their lives ere he reaſt Ledington. The queen 
ipake nothing, but heard both; in theſe termes they 
parted, and iin*+, that I hear of, have not met. The 
qucen after her hunting came to Edinburgh, and car- 
rieth the prince thence to Stirling with her. This laſt 

Saturday was executed a ſervant of the lord Ruthven's, 

who confeſſed that he was in the cabinet, but not of 

council of the fact. The queen hath alſo opened to 
my lord of Murray, that money was ſent from the pope, 
how much it was, and by whom, and tor what pur- 
poſe it was brought. 

No. XVIII. (p. 299) 

Part of a letiir frum Elizabety to Mary, Feb. 20, 1569, A 
fy interlined ky Cecil, It contains an anſwer du complain- 
ingletter of Mary's upon the impriſonment of the biſbop of Roſs. 

ETER this (i. e. Mary's landing in Scotland) how 
patienty did I bear with many vain delays in not 
Vol. III. * 
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ratifying the treaty accorded by your own commiſſion- 
ers, whereby I received no ſmall unkindneſs, beſides 
the manifold cauſes of ſuſpicion that I might not here- 
after truſt to any writings. Then followed a hard 
manner of dealing with me, to entice my ſubje& and 
near kinſman, the lord Darnly, under colour of private 
ſuits for land, to come into the realm, to proceed in 
treaty of marriage with him without my knowledge, 
yea to conclude the fame without my affent or liking, 
And how many unkind parts accompanied that fact, 
by receiving of my ſubjects that were baſe runnegates 
and offenders at home, and enhancing them to places 
of credit againſt my will, with many ſuch like, 1 will 
leave for that the remembrance of the ſame cannot but 
be noyſome to you. And yet all theſe did I as it were 
ſuppreſs and overcome with my natural inclination of 
love towards you; and did afterwards gladly, as 
you know, chriſten your ſon, the child of my ſaid kinſ(- 
man, that kad before ſo unloyally offended me, both in 
marriage of you, and in other undutiful uſages towards 
me his lovereign. How friendly alſo dealt I by meſſa- 
ges to reconcile him, being your huſband, to you, when 
others nouriſhed diſcord betwixt you, who as it ſeemed 
had more power. to work their purpoſes, being evil to 
you both, than I had to do you good, in reſpect of the 
evil J had received. Well 1 will overpats your hard ac- 
ciclents that followed for lack of following my council, 
And then in your moſt extremity, when you was-a pri- 
ſoner indeed, and in danger of your life from your no- 
torious evil willers, how tar from my mind was the re- 
meinbrance of any unkindneſs you had ſhewed me. 
Nay how void was I of reſpect to the deſigns which 
the world had ſeen attempted by you to my crown, 
and the ſecurity that might have enſued to my ſtate by 
your death, when I finding your calamity to be great, 
that you were at the pit's brink to have miſerably loſt 
your life, did not only intreat for your. life, but {6 
threatened ſome as were irritated againſt you, that! 
only may fay it, even | was the principal cauſe to fave 
your life. | 
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No. XIX. (p. 314.) 

Letter of Q. Elizabeth to © of Scotts, Thus marked on the 
back with Cecil's hand —Copia Literarum Regia Ma- 
jeſtatis ad Reginam Scotorum. VIII Aprilis. 

[Paper-office.] 
Mank, vous ayant trop moleſtè par M. de Crocq, 
je n'euſſe eu ſi peu de confideration de vous faſcher 
de cette lettre, fi les liens de charite vers les ruinez, et 
les prieres des miſerables ne m'y contraignaſſent. Je 
entens que un edit aete divulgue de par vous, madame 
que ung chaſcun, que veult juſtifier que ons eſte les 
meurtriers de votre feu mari, et mon feu couſin, vien- 
nent a le faire le x11me de ce mois. La quelle choſe, 
comme c'eſt plus honorable et neceſſaire, qui en tel 
cas ſe pourra faire, ne y eftant cache quelque miſtere 
ou fineſſe, ainſi le pere et amis du mort gentlehomme 
m'ont humblement requis, que je vous priafle de pro- 
longue le jour, pource qu'ilz cognoiſſent que les ini- 
uies ſe ſont combines par force de faire ceque par 
roi ils ne pourront pas faire; partant, je ne puis mais 
ſinon pour l'amour de vous meme, a qui il touche le 
lus, et pour la conſolation des innocens, de vous ex- 
orter le leur conceder eette requeſte, laquelle, fi elle les 
ſeroit nie, vous tourneroit grandement en ſoupgon, de 
plus que j'eſpere ne penſez, et que ne voudriez volon= 
tiers ouyr. Pour l'amour de Dieu, madame, uſcz de 
telle ſincerite & prudence en ce cas qui vos touche de 
fi pres, que tout le monde aye raiſon, de vous livrer 
comme innocente d'ung erime fi enorme, choſe que fi 
ne fiſtes, ſeriez dignement etbloye hors de rancz de 
princeſſes, & non ſans caule faite opprobre Cc vulgaire, 
et plutot qve cela vous avienne, je vous ſonhaiterois 
une ſepulture honorable, qu'une vie macuſce; vous 
voiez madame, que je vous traite comme ma fille, et 
vous promets, que fi jen euſle. ne luy ſoubaiterois 
mieuz, que je vous deſire, comme le Scigneur Dieu me 
rte telmoignage, a qui je prie de bon cœur de vous 
inſpirer a faire ce qui vous tera plus a honneur, et a vos 
amis plus de conlolation, avec mes tres cordialles re- 
commendations comme a a qui fe ſouhaite le plus 
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de bien, qui vous pourra en ce monde avenir. De 
Weſt. ce 8 jour de Janviers en haſte. 
No. XX. (p. 250.) 

Account of the ſentence of divorce between the earl of Bothwell 
and lady Jean Gordon his wife. From a manuſcript belongs 
ing to Mr. David Falcaner, advocate. Fol. 455. 

Urer the 29 of Apryle 1967, before the richt hon. 

Mr. Robert Maitland dean of Aberdene, Mr. Ed- 
ward Henryſon, doctor in the laws, two of the Senators 
of the collage of juſtice, Mr. Clement Little, and Mr, 

Alexander Syme, advocattis, commiſſers of Edinr; 

compcered Mr. Henry Kinroſſe, procurator for Jean 

Gourdoune countes of Bothwell, continue be her for 

purſcwing of ane proces of divorcement intendit by her 

contra James erle Bothwell her buſband for adultry, 
committed he him with Beſſie Crawivrde the purſuers 
ſervant for the time; and ſicklyke, for the ſaid erle, 
compeared Mr. Edmond Hav, who efter he had pur- 
ſued and craved the purſuer's procurator's oath de ca- 
lumnia, if he had juſt caus to purſcw the faid action, 
and obtained it, denyed the libell, and the faid Mr, 

Harrie took the merne, the laſt day of Apryle, to prove 

the tame pro prima. The quhilk day, having produ- 

ced ſome witneiTes, he took the next day, being the 1 

of May, to do farther diligence. Upon the quhilk 1 

of May he produced ſome moe witnefles, and renounce 

ed farther probatioune. After quhilk, he deſired a 

term to be aſſigned to pronounce ſentence. To whom 

the ſaid conuuiſſioners ailigned Satterday next, the 3 of 

May, to pronounce ſentence therein, ſecundum allega- 

ta et probata, quilk accordingly was given that day in 

favour of the purſcwar. | 

At the ſame time there was another proces intendit 
be the erl of Bothwell contra his lady, for to have their 
marriage declared nul, as being contracted againſt the 
canons without a diſpenſation, and he and his lady be- 
ing within degrees defendand, viz. ferdis a kin, aud 
that wyſe for expeding of this proces, there was a com- 
miſſioune grantit to the Archbiſhop of St, Androis to 
cognolce and determine it, and Rot hiſhop of Dunkeld, 

William biſhop of Dumnblane, Mr. Andro Craufurd 


APPENDIX, 61 


chanon in Glaſgow, and parſon of Egelſhame, Mr. 
Alexander Creightoun, and Mr. George Cooke chan- 
cellor of Dunkeld, and to Mr. Johne Manderſtoune 
chanon in Dunbar and prebendar of Beltoune, or any 
ane of them. This commiſſione is datit 27 Aprile 1565, 
was preſented to two of the ſaids commiſſioners, viz. 
Mr. And, Craufurd and Mr. Johne Manderſtoune on 
Satterday 3 May, by Mr. Thomas Hepburne parſon of 
Auldhamſtocks, procurator for the erl of Bothwell, who 
accepted the delegatioune, and gave out their citation 
by precept, directed, Decano Chriſlianitatis de Hadin- 
tone, nec non vicario ſcu curato eccle. parochiæ de 
Creichtoune, ſeu cuicung; alter: capellano bite requi- 
ſitis, fer ſummoning at the ſaid erle's inſtance, both of 
the lady perſonally if ſhe could be had, or otherways at 
the paroſche kerk of Creichtoune the time of ſervice, or 
at her dwelling place before itneſics, primo, fecundoy 
tertio et peremptorie, unico tamen contextu protuplice 
edicto. And likewayſe to be witneſſes in the faid mat- 
ter, Alex. biſhop of Galloway, who did marry the ſaid 
erle and his lady, in Halerudhoute kirk, in Feb. 1565, 
fir John Bannatyne of Achnoule, juſtice clerk, Mr. 
Robert Creichtoun of Elliok the queen's advocate, Mr, 
David Chalmers provoſt of Creichtoun and chancellor 
of Roſs, Michael —- abbot of Melroſs, and to com- 
pear before the ſaid judges or any one of them in St. 
Geils kirk in Ed on Monday the «th of May, be them- 
ſelves, or their procuz:ors. Upon the {aid 5 day, 
Mr. John Manderſtoun, one of the judges delegate only 
being preſent, compeared the ſame precurators for 
both the parties that were in the former proces, Mr. 


| Edmund Hay ( articulatlie ) and ſome 


of the w itneſſes ſummoned produced. and received for 
proving of the ſame. The ſaid procurator renounced 
farder probatioune, and the judge aſſigned the morne, 
the 6th of May, ad publicandum producta, nempe de- 
"ay ipſorum teſtium. The quhilk day, polt pu- 
licatas depoſitiones prædictas, Mr. Hen. Kinrollce, 


* Two words in the parentheſis illegible, 
3 
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procurator for the lady inſtanter objecit objectiones au 
generaliter, contra producta, iuſuper renunciavit ulteri. 
ori defenſioni; poinde concluſa de conſenſu procurato- 
rum hinc inde cauſa, judex predictus ſtatuit craſtinum 
diem pro termina, ad pronunciandum ſuam ſententiam 
de finitivam, ex deductis coram eo, in preſenti caula ei 
pro ceſſu Conform hereunto, on Wedneſday the jth 
of May, the ſaid judge gave out his ſentence in favour 
of the. erle, declaring the marriage to be, and to have 
been null from the beginning, in reſpect of their contin- 
gence in blood, which hindered their lawful marriage 

without a diſpenſation obtained of befoir. 

No. XXI. (p. 326.) | 
A letter from England concerning tle murder of ting Henry 
a Daruley. 
(Earl of Morton's Archives. Bundle B. No. 25.) 

Hr the commodity of this bearer Mr. Clark, ! 
tho't good to write a few words unto you. I have 
rec! ſome writs from you; aud fome I have ſeen lately 
ſent to others from you, as namely to the earl of Bed- 
ford of the 16th of May. I have participat the contents 
thereof to ſuch as I thought meet, this mekle 1 can aſſure 
you; the intelligence given hither by the French was un- 
true, for thcre was not one papiſt nor proteſtant which 
did not content that juſtice ſhould be done, by the gueen 
my ſovns aid and ſupport, againſt ſuch as had commit- 
ted that abominable in murder in your country; but to 
ſay truth, the lack aud coldnce did not rife from ſuch 
as were called to council, but from ſuch as ſhould 
ive liic and exccntiou thercunto. And further, I at- 
ee von, | never kucve no matter of flate proponet 
which had io many favourers of all forts of nations as 
this had: yea, I can ſay unto you, no man promoted 
the matter with greater aflection than the Spaniſh am- 
ballador. Aud fare Jam that no man dare openly be 
of any other mind, but co affirm that whoſoever is guil- 
ty of this murder handfaſted with advoutre, is unwor- 
thy to live, I ſtall not necd to tell you, which be our 
letts, and Raye from al! goodethings here. You are ac- 
quainted with them as weil as 1 Needs I mult conicſe, 
that howlucyer we onut occailons of bencfit, honour, 
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and ſurety; it behoveth your whole nobility, and name- 
ly ſuch as before and after the murder were deemed to 
allow of Budwell, to proſecute with ſword and juſtice 
the puniſhinent of thoſe abominable acts, though we 
lend you but a cold aid, and albeit you, and divers others, 
both honourable and honeſt, be well known to me, and 
ſundry others, here, to be juſtifiable in all their actions 
and doings; yet think not the contrary but your whole 
nation is blemiſhed and infamit by theſe doings which 
lately paſſed among you. What we ſhall do | know not, 
neither do I write unto you aſſuredly, for we be ſubject 
unto many mutations, and yet 1 think we ſhall either aid 
you, or continue in the defence and ſafeguard of your 
rince, ſo as it appear to us that you mean his ſafeguard 
indeed, and not to run the fortune of France, which 
will be your own deſtruction if you be unadviſed. I 
know not one, no not one of any quality or {late in this 
country, which does allow of the queen your ſovereign, 
but would gladly the world were rid of her, fo as the 
ſame were done without farther flander, that is to ſay 

by ordinary juſtice, This I ſend the 23d of May. 

No. XXII. (p. 4, vol. 2.) 
Part of a letter from Sir Niclas Throkmorton to Cecil, 11th 
of July 1567. from Bern ick. 
(An original. Paper-office,) 
— is, your letter of the 6th of July, I received the 
1th at Berwick. I am ſorry to ſce that the 
queen's majeſty's diſpoſition altereth not towards the 
lords, for when all is done, it is they which muſt ſtaud 
her more in ſtead, than the queen her couſin, and will 
be better inſtruments, to work ſome benefite and quiet- 
neſs to her majefly and her realm, than the queen of 
Scotland which is void of good fame. 
A letter from Sir Nichilas Throkmorten to Cecil, from Faſls 
caf le, 11th of J 1:67. (Paper office.) 

Sun, as ou might perceive by my letter of the 11th 
July, I lodged at Faſtcaſtle that night, accompanyed 


with the lord Ilume, the lord of Ledi. gton, and Jatnes 
Melvin, where ] was entreated very well, according to 
the ſtate of that place, which is fitter to lodge priſoner- 
than folks at liberty, as it is very little, ſo it is very 
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ſtrong. By the conference I have had with the lord of 
Ledington I find the lords his aſſociates and he hath 
left nothing unthought of, which may be either to thir 
danger, or work them ſurety, wherein they do not for- 
pet what good and harme France may do them, and 

ikewiſe they confider the ſame of England; but as farr 
as I can perceive, to be plain with yow, they find more 
perril to grow unto them through the queen's majeſty's 
dealings than either they do by the French, or by any 
contrary faction among — for they aſſure them · 
ſclves the queen will leave them in the bryers if they run 
her fortoun, and though they do acknowledge great be- 
nefit as well to them, as to the realm of England by her 
majeſty's doings at Leith, whereof they ſay mutually her 
majeſty and both the realms have received great fruit: 
E upon other accidents which have chanced ſince, they 

ave obſerved ſuch things in her majeſly's doings as 
have ended to the danger of ſuch as ſhe hath dealt with- 
al, to the overthrow of your own deſignments, and little 
to the ſurety of any party: and upon theſe conſidera- 
tions and diſcourſes at length, methinketh I find a diſpo- 
ſition in them, that either they mind to make their bar- 
gain with France, or elſe to deal neither with France nor 
yow, but to do what they ſhall think meet for their flate 
and ſurety, and to uſe their remedy as occaſions ſhall 
move them; meaning neither to irritate France nor Eng- 
land, until ſuch time as they have made their bargain 
aſſuredly with one of yow; for they think it convenient 
to proceed with yow both for a while yok paſſu, for that 
was my lord of — terms. I do perceave they 
take the matter very unkindly, that no better anſwer. is 
made to the letter, which the lords did ſend to her ma- 
jeſty, and likewiſe that they hear nothing from yow to 
their ſatisfaction, I have anſwered as well as I can, and 
have alledged their own proceedings fo obſcurely with 
the queen, and their unceriainty hath occaſioned this 
that is yet happened, and therefore her majeſty hath ſent 
me to the eng I may inform her throughly of the ſtate 
of the matters, and upon the declaration of their minds 
and intents to ſuch purpoſes as ſhall be by me propoſed 
on her majeſty's behalt unto them, they fhall be reaſon- 
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ably and reſolutely anſwered. At theſe things the lord 
of Ledington ſmiled and ſhook his head, and ſaid it were 
better for us yow would let us alone, than neither to do 
us nor yourſelves good, as I fear me in the end that will 
prove; Sr if there be any truth in Ledington, le Crocq 
1s gone to procure Ramboilet his coming hither or a 
man of like quality, and to deliver them of their queen 
for ever, who ſhall lead her life in France, in an abbey 
recluſed, the prince at the French devotion, the realm 
governed by a counſel of their election of the Scottiſh 
nation, the forts committed to the cuſtody of ſuch as 
ſhall be choſen amongſt themſelves, as yet I find no great 
likelihood that I ſhall have acceſs to the queen, it is ob- 
jected they may not fo diſpleaſe the French king, unleſs 
they were ſure to find the queen of England a good 
friend; and when they once by my acceſs to the queen 
have offended the French, then they ſay yow will make 
your preiit thereof to their undoing; and as to the 

veen's liberty, which was the firſt head that I propo- 
25 they ſaid that thereby they did perceive that the 
queen wants their undoing, for as for the reſt of the 
matters it was but folly to talk of them, the liberty go- 
ing before; but ſaid they, if you will do us no good, do 
us no harm, and we will provide for our ſelves. In the 
end they ſaid, we ſhould refuſe our own commodity, be- 
fore they concluded with any other, which I ſhould hear 
of at my coming to Edin-, by my next I hope to ſend 
you the band concluded by Hamiltons, Argyll, Huntly, 
and that faction, not ſo much to the prejudice of the 
lords of Edinr, as that which was ſent into France; thus 
having no more leiſure, but compelled to leap on horſe- 
back with the lords to go to Edinr, I humbly take my 
leave of from Faſtcaſtle the 12th of July 1567. 


To Sir Nicolas Throkmorton being in Scotland, By the gucen, 
the 14th Fuly 1567. 

RUSTY and well beloved we greet you well, though 

we think that the cauſes will often change upon va- 

riety of accidents, yet we think for ſundry reſpects, not 

amils, that as you ſhall deal with the lords having charge 

of the young prince for the committing of him into our 
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realm, ſoſhall yow alſo do well in treaty with the ow 
to offer her that where her realm appeareth to be ſubjeR 
to ſundry troubles from time to time, and thereby (as it is 
manifeſ) her ſon cannot be free, if ſhe ſhall be content - 
ed that her ſon may enjoy ſurety and quietneſs, within 
this our realm, being ſo near as ſhe knows it is; we 
ſhall not faill to yield her as good ſurety therein for her 
child, as can be deviſed for any that might be our child 
born of our own body, and ſhall be glad to ſhew to her 
therein the trew effect of nature; and herein ſhe may 
be by yow remembered how much good may enſue to 
her fon to be nouriſhed and acquainted with our coun- 
try; and therefore all things conſidered, this occaſion 
for her child, were rather to be ſought by her and the 
friends of him, than offered by us; and to this end, we 
mean that yow ſhall ſo deal with her, both to flay her 
indeed from inclining to the French practice, which is 
to us notorious, to convey her and the prince into 
France, and alſc to avoid any juſt offence, that ſhe 
might hereafter conceive, if ſhe ſhould hear that we 
ſhould deal with the lords for the prince. 


Sir Nicolas Throlmorton to queen Elizabeth, 1 4 July 156), 
from Edinburgh. 
(An original. Paper office.) 

I. me pleaſe your majeſty to be advertiſed, I did 
ſigniſie unto Mr. Secretary by my letters of the 11th 
and 12th of July, the day of mune entry into Scotland, 
the cauſes of my ſtay, my lodging at Faſtcaſtle, a place 
of the lord Hume's, where I was met by the ſaid lord 
and by the lord Lidington, and what had paſſed in con- 
ference betwixt us, whileſt I was at the ſaid Faſtcaſlle. 
Since which time, accompanyed with the lords afore- 
ſaid, and with 400 horſes by their appointment for my 
better conduct, Icame to Edin the 12th of this preſent. 
The 13th being Sunday appointed for a ſolemne cour 
munion in this town, and alſo a ſolemne faſt being pu- 
bliſhed, I could not have conference with the lords 
which he aſſembled within this town as I defired, that is 
to lay, the earls of Athole, and Morton, the lord Hume, 
the lord of Lidington, fir James Balfour captain of the 
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caſtle, Mr. James M*Gill, and the preſident of the ſeſ- 
fion i 


Nevertheleſs I made means by the lord of Lidington 
that they would uſe.no protracte of time in mine au- 
dience, fo did I likewiſe to the earl of Morton, whom 
I met by chance; I was anſwered by them both, that 
albeit the day were deſtined to ſacred exerciſes, ſuch as 
were there of the council would conſult upon any moy- 
en touching my acceſs unto them and my conterence 
with them, and ſaid alſo, that in the afternoon either 
they would come to me, or I ſhould hear from them, 
About 4 of the clock in the afternoon, the ſaid 13th 
day, the lord of Lidington came to my lodgings, and 
declared unto me on the behalf of the lords and others, 
that they required me to have patience, though they 
had defferred my conference with them, which was 
qu 3 upon the abſence of the earles of 

r and Glencairn, the lords Semple, Crighton, and 
others of the council, ſaying alſo that they did conſider 
the matters which I was on your behalf to treat 
with them of, were of great importance, as they could 
not ſatisfy nor convemently treat with me, nor = 
me anſwer without the advice of the lords, and others 
their aſſociates; the lord of Lidington alſo ſaid unto 
me, that where he perceived, by his private conference 
with me in my journey hitherwards that I preſſed 
greatly to have ſpeedy acceſes to the queen their ſove- 
reign, he perceived, by the lords and others which were 
here, that in that matter there was great difficulty for 
many reſpects, but ſpecially becauſe they had refuſed 
to the French ambaſſador the like acceſs, which being 
granted unto me, might greatly offend the French, a 
matter which they ceiired and intended to eſchew; for 
they did not ſind by your majeſty's dealings with them 
hitherto, that it behoved them to irritate the French 
king and to loſe his favour and good intelligence with 
him: I anſwered, that as to their refuſal made unto the 
French ambaſſador, monſicur de Ville Rove was diſ- 
patched forth of France before theſe accidents here hap» 
peued, and his ſpecial errand was to impeach the 
qucen's marriage with the earl of Bothe! (tor ſo indeed 
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ſince my coming hither I learned his commiſſion tended 
to that end, and to make offer to the queen of another 
marriage), and as to monſieur de Crocq, he could have 
no order forth of France concerning theſe matters, ſince 
they happened; and therefore they might very well hold 
them ſuſpected to have conference with the queen, leaſt 
ls they might treate of matters in his time without in. 
| | 'Aructions, and fo rather do harm than good; bat your 
f majeſty being advertized of all things which had chanc- 
| ed, had ſent me hither to treat with them, for the well 
of the realm, for the converſation of their honours and 
credit, and for their ſurety; and I might boldly ſay unto 
1 him, that your majeſty had better deſerved than the 
19 French had. He ſaid, for his own part, he was much 
| bound unto your majeſty, and had always found great 
| favour and courteſy in England; but to be plain, with 
h you, fir, ſayed he, there is not many of this aſſenibh 
| that have found ſo great obligation at the queen your 
4 ſovereign's hands, as at the French king's, for the earlcs 
of Morton and Glencairn be the only perſons which 
took benefit by the queen's majeſty's aid at Leith, the 
reſt of the noblemen were not in the action; and we 
think, ſaid he, the queen's majeſty your ſovereign, by 
the opinion of her own council, and all the world, tcok 
as great benefit by that charge as the realm of Scct- 
land, or any particular perſon; and not to talk with you 
as an ambaſiador, but with ſir Nicolas Throckmerton, 
my lord Morton, and ſuch as were in pain for the 
death of Davie, found but cold favour ot the, queen's 
majeſty's hands, when they were baniſhed forth ot 
their own country; but I would all our whole company 
were as well willing to accompliſh the queen your 16- 
vereign intents and defires as I am; for mine own part, 
I am but one, and that of the meaneſt fort, and they be 
many noblemen and ſuch as have great intereſt in the 
matter, mary yow ſhall be affured J will employ myicii 
to employ my credit, and all that I may do, to ſatiste 
the queen your miſtreſs, as much as lyeth in me, and 
for your own part you have a great many friends 11 
this aſſembly, with many other good wor But tor 
conclufion I muſt take this for an anjwer to ſtay un 
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the other lords were come, and thereupon I thought 
meet to advertize your majeſty what hath paſſed, and 


ve how far forth I have proceeded; your expeQation be- 
ce ing great to hear from hence. | 

1d And now to advertize your majeſty of the ſtate of all 
aſt things, as I have learned fince my coming hither, it 
in. may pleaſe your majeſty to underſtand as followeth, 

ur The queen of Scotland remaineth in good health in 


ne- the caſtle of Lochleven, guarded by the lord Linſay 
ell and Lochleven the owner of the houſe; for the lord 
nd Ruthven is employed in another commiſlion, becauſe 
nto he hegan to ſhow great favour to the queen, and to 
the give her intelligence. She is waited on with 5 or 6 
ich WM ladys, 4 or 5 gentlewomen, and 2 chamberers, whereof 
eat one is a French woman. Lhe earle of Buchan, the 
ich WW carle of Murray's brother, hath alſo liberty to come to 
bly ler at his pleaſure; the lords aforeſaid, which have her 
our in guard, doe keep her very ſtraitly, and as far as I can 
rles perccive, their rigour proceedeth by their order from 
ich Wl theſe men, becauſe that the queen will not by any 
the means be induced to lend her authority to proſecute the 
we {MW mucder, nor will not confent by any perſwallon to a- 
by bandon the lord Bothell for her hutband, but avoweth 
cok {Mconitantly that ſhe will live and die with him; and 
cot» Nich that if it were put to her choice to relinquiſh her 


vou MWerown and kingdom, or the lord Bothell, ſhe would 
ton, Neave her kingdom and dignity, to go as a timple dam- 


the Nell with him, and that ſhe will never conlent that he 
cus Hall fare worſe or have more harm than herſelf, 

of And as far as I can perceive, the principal cauſe of 
"any er detention is, for that theſe lords do fee the queen 
re- eing of fo fervent affection towards the earle Bo- 
art, Nell as ſhe is, and being put at, as they ſhould be com- 
be elle to be in continuall arms, and to have occaſion of 
the Nnany battles, he being with manifeſt evidence notori- 
vielf {Wuily detected to be the principal murderer, and the 
tighe {Words meaning profecution of juſtice agaiuſt him accord- 
and W's to his merits. 
is in {MW {he lords mean alſo a divorce betwixt the queen and 


tor N, as a marriage not to be ſuffered for many reſpects, 
111416 Vol, III. f 
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which ſeparation cannot take place if the queen be at 
liberty, and have power in her hands. 

They do not allo forget their own perill, conjoined 
with the danger of the prince, but as far as I can per- 
ceave, they intend not either to touch the queen in 
ſurety or in honour, for they do ſpeak of her with re- 
ſpect and reverence, and do affirm, as I do learn, that 
the conditions aforeſaid accompliſhed, they will both 
put her to liberty, and reſtore her to her eſtate. 

Theſe lords have for the guard of their town 450 
harqubuſhers which be in every good order, for the en- 
tertainment of which companys, until all matters he 
compounded, they did ſue unto your majeſty, to aid 
thera with ſuch ſum of money as hath been mentioned 
to Mr. Secretary by the lord of Lydington's writing, 
amounting as I perceive to ten or twelve thouſand 
crowns of the 

They were 1 advertized that the French king 
doth mind to ſend hither monſieur de la Chapell des 
Urſine, a knight of the French order, and always well 
aſfectionate to the hauſe of Guyſe, and how ſoever la 
Foreſt, Villaroy, and du Crocq have uſed language in 
the queen's favour and to theſe lords diſadvantage there, 
to your majeſty; la Crocq doth carry with, him ſuch 
matter as ſhall he little to the queen's advantage, fo as 
it is thought the French king, upon his coming to his 
preſence, will rather ſatisſie the lords, than pleaſure 
the queen ; for they have their party ſo well made, as 
the French will rather make their profit by them, than 
any other way. 

Herewith I fend your majeſty the laſt bond agreed 
on, and figned by the Hamiltons, the earl of Argyll, 
Huntly, and ſundry ethers at Dumbarton. 

Nevertheleſs, ſince my coming to this town, the Ha- 
miltons have ſent unto me a gentleman of their ſur- 
name named Robert Hamilton, with a letter from the 
biſhop of St. Andrews and the abbot of Arbroath, the 
copy whereof i fend your majeſty and mine anſwer un- 
to them, referring to the bearer the declaration of ſonic 
things, as thele did by him unto me. 

The carle of Argyll, hath in like manner, ſent 21 
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other unto me with a letter and credit, J have uſed him 
as I did the others, the copy of both which letters 1 
ſend to your majeſty alſo. The lord Harrys hath alfo 
ſent unto me but not written, and I have returned unto 
him in like ſort. 

Againſt the 2oth day of this month there is a generall 
aſſembly of all the churches, ſhires, and boroughs ro#ns 
of this realm, namely of ſuch as he contented to repair 


to theſe lords to this town, where it is thought the 


whole ſlate of this matter will be handled, and I fear 
me much to the queen's diſadvantage and danger; un- 
leſs the lord of Lidington and ſome others which be beſt 
aſſect ed unto her do provide ſome remedy; for I per- 
ceave the great number, and in manner all, but chiefly 
the common people, which have aſſiſted in thel* doings, 
do greatly 2 the queen, and mind ſcriouſly ei- 
ther her deprivation, or her deſtruction, I uſed the beſt 
means I can (confidering the furie of the worle here) to 
prorogue this aſſembly, tor that appeareth to me to be 
the beſt remedy; I may not ſpeak of diſſolution of it, 
for that may not be abiden, and 1 ſhould thereby bring 
myſelf into great hatred and peril. The chicleit of the 
lords which be here preſent at this time dare not ſhow 
ſo much lenity to the queen as I think they could be con- 
tented, for fear of the rage of the people. The wo- 
men be moſt furious and impudent againſt the queen, 
and yet the men be mad enough; ſo as a ſtranger over 
buſie may ſoon be made a ſacrifice among them. 

There was a great bruit that the Hamiltons with 
their adherents would put their force into the fields a- 
gainſt the 24th of this month, but J do not find that in- 
tent ſo true, as the common bruit goeth. 

The earl of Argyll is in the Highlands, where there 
is trouble among his own countrymen. 

The earl of 4 is by theſe lords much defired 
here, and I do believe your 10azeſty may io uſc kin, and 
direct him, as he ſhall be able to promote your purpoſe 
with theſe men. 

The earl of Argyll, 25 Hamiltons and he be incom- 

/ - 
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patible.— I do find amongſt the Hamiltons, Argyll. 


and the company two ſtrange and ſundry humours. 

Hamiltons do make ſhow of the liberty of the queen, 
and profecute that with great carneſtneſs, becauſe they 
would have thele lords deſtroy her, rather than ſic 
ſhould be recovered from them by violence; another 
time they ſcem to defire her liberty and Bothwell's de- 
ſtruction, becauſe they would compaſs a marriage be. 
twixt the r and the lord of Arbroth. 

The earl of Argyll doth afiz& her liberty, and Both- 
well's deſtruction, becauſe ke would marry the queen to 
lis brother. 

And yet neither of them, notwithſtanding their open 
concurrence, (as appeareth by their bond), doth diico- 
ver their minds to each other, nor mind one end; Enox 
is not here, but in the weſt parts, he and the reſt of the 
miniſters will be here at the great aſſembly, whos auſte- 
rity againſt the queen I fear as much as any man's. 

By ſome conference which I had with ſome of his 
council, me thinketh that they have intelligence that 
there is a diſpoſition in the queen of Scotland to leave 
this realm, and to retire herſelf into either England or 
into France, but moſt willingly into England, for ſuch 

and miſlikeings as ſhe knoweth hath been, and 1s 
meant unto her in France, leaving the regiment either 
to a number of perſons deleagued, and authorized by 
her, or to jome one or more. 

And it pleaſe your majeſty, I think it not amiſs to 
put yow in remembrance, that in caſe the ſaid queen 
come into England by your allowance, without the 
French king's conſent, ſhe ſhall loole her dowery in 
France, and have little or nothing from hence to enter. 
tain her; and in caſe ſhe do go into France with the 
king's contentment, ſhe may be an inſtrument (if ſte 
can recover favour, as time will help to cancell her dif- 
grace) either by matching with ſome huſhand of good 
quality, or by ſome other deviſe, to work new unquiet- 
neſs to her own contry, and fo conſequently to your 
majeſty's. 

Therefore it may pleaſe your majeſty to conſider of 
this matter, and to let me know your pleaſure with con- 
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pounded unto me, either by the queen or 77 the council, 
as a piece of the end and compoſition. For I am ſure, 
of late, ſhe hath ſeemed very deſirous to have the matter 
brought to paſs that ſhe might go into England, retain- 
ing her eſtate and juriſdiction in herſelt, though ſhe do 
not exerciſe it; and hikewiſe I underſtand that ſome of 
this council which be leaſt affected to her ſafety do think 
there is no other way to ſave her. Thus Almighty God 
preſerve your majeſty in health, honour, and all felicity; 
at Edin” the 14th July 1567. 


Sir Nicholas Tbrolmorten to queen Eligabeth, the 1 81 of Fuly 
1567, from Edinburgh. 
(An original. Paper-office.) 

I. may pleaſe your majeſty, yow might perceiye by 

my letters of the 16th, how far I had proceeded 
with theſe lords, and what was their anſwer: fince 
which time I have ſpoken particularly with the earle 
Morton, the lord of Lidington, and fir James Balfour 
captain of this caſtle, at whoſe hands I cannot perceave 
that as yet acceſs to the queen to Lochleven will be 
granted me, ſtaying themſelves {till by the abſence of the 
lords and others their aſſociates, which (they ſay) they 
look for within two days; and for that 1 find, by like» 
lhood and apparent preſumptions, that mine acceſs to 
the queen wil hardly be granted, I have thought good 
not to defer this diſpatch until 1 have a reſolute anſwer 
in that matter, 

May it therefore pleaſe your majeſty, to underſtand 
Robert Melvin returned from the queen in Locklevin, 
tu this town the 6th of July, and brought a letter from 
her written of her own hand to theſe lords, which doth 
contain, as I underſtand, matter as followeth: -A re- 
queit unto them to have conſideration of her health, and 
1 they will not put her to liberty, to change the place 
of reſtraint to the caſtle of Stirling, to the end ſhe might 
have the comfort and company of her ſon, and if they 
will not change her from Lochlevin, ſhe required 19 
baye ſome other gentle woman about her, naming none. 
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To have her apothecary, to have ſome modeſt mini. 
ſer. To have an embroiderer to draw forth ſuch 
work as ſhe would be occupied about, and to have 2 
varlet of the chamber. — Touching the government of 
the realm ſhe maketh two offers, which are but generals 
ly touched in her letter, the particularitys be not ſpecifi. 
ed, but referred to Robert Melvin's credit; the one is 
to commit it only and wholly to the earle of Murray, 
the other is to the lords whoſe names enſue, aſſiſted with 
ſuch others as they ſhall call unto them, that is to ſay, 
the duke of Chattelherault, the carls of Morton, Mur- 


ray, Marr, and Glencairn. 
She hath written unto them that J might have acceſs 


unto her, She requireth further, that if they will not tr 
trat her and regard her as their queen, yet to uſe her de 
as the king their ſovercign's daughter, (whom many of co 
them knew), and as their prince's mother. — She will wl 
by no means yield to abandon Bothwell for her huſband, ply 
nor relinquiſh him; which matter will do her mot me 
harm of all, and hardencth theſe lords to great leverity rea 
againſt her. 
She yieldeth in words to the proſecution of the mur- W ma 
der- my 
J have the means to let her know that your majc{ty MI the 
hath ſent me bither for her relief. ſ-a1 
I have alſo perſuaded her to conform herſelf to re- the. 
nounce Bothwell for her huſband, and to be contented will 
to ſuffer a divorce to pals betwixt them: ſhe hath ſent tirec 
me word that ſhe will in no wife conſent unto that, but took 
rather die; grounding hericlt upon this reaſon, taking to g 
herſelf to be ſeven weeks gone with child, by renoun- the | 
ing Bothwell, ſhe ſhould acknowicige herſelf to be with to a1 
child of a baſtard, and to have foricited her honour, pris 
which ſhe will not do to die for it: I have perſuaded [cr T! 
to fave her own life aud her child, to chooſe the 1:ait W doth 
hard condition. ; 7 
Mr. kuwox arrived here in this town the 6th of this WF four, 
menth. with whom ] kave had feme conference, and As 
with Mr. Crcig allo, the other minifler of this town. tons 


1 have peru ad cd with them te preach and perſwad - afund 
nu y, Ind them beth veryauliers in this conference, w trat 
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they ſhall do hereafter I know not, they are furniſhed 
with many arguments, ſome forth of the ſcripture, 
ſome forth of hiſtories, ſome grounded (as they ſay) up- 
on the laws of this realm, ſome upon practices uſed in 
this realm, and ſome upon the conditions and oath 
made by their prince at her coronation. 

The biſhop of Galloway, uncle to the earl of Huntley, 
hath ſent hither to theſe lords, that his nephew the earle 
and ſome others of that ſide may, at Linlithgow or at 
Stirling, have ſome communication with ſome appoint- 
ed on this ſide, aſſuring them that there is a good difpo- 
ſition in the lords of the other party to concurre with 
theſe, aſſuring further that they will not diſſent for 
trifles or unneceſlary things, — (as I am given to un- 
derſtand) they can be pleaſed the queen's reſtraint he 
continued until the murder be purſued in all perſons, 
whereby the ſeparation of the queen and Bothell is em- 
plyed, the — of the prince, the ſecurity for all 
men, and a good order taken for the governance of the 
realm in tranquillity. 

Captain Clerk, which hath fo long ſerved in Den- 
maik and ferved at Newhaven, did the 10th of this 
month (accompanied with one of his ſoldiers, or rather 
the ſoldier as the greater fame gocth) kill one Wilfon a 
ſcaman, and ſuch a one as had great eſtimation with 
theſe lords both for his ſkill, his hardynefs, honeſty, and 
willingneſs in this action; whereupon Clerk hath re- 
tired himſelf; their quarrel was about the ſhip which 
took Blacketer, which ſhip was appointed by theſe lords 
to go to the north of Scotland to impeach the paſſage of 
the earle Bothwell, in caſe he went either to the iil-s, or 
to any other place; by the death of this man this enter- 
prizz was daſhed. h 

The biſhop of Galloway is come to Lialithgow, and 
doth deſire to ſpeak with the Lord of Lidington. 

The abbot of Kilwinning hath ſent for fir James Bal- 
tour, captain of the caſtle, to have conference with him. 

As 1 wrote unto your majeſty in my laſt, the Hamil- 
tons now find no matter to diſever theſe lords: and them 
atunder, but would concur in all things (yea in any ex- 
treu ty againſt the queen) to as that they might Le af- 
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ſured the prince of Scotland were crouned king, and 
ſhould die without iſſue, that the earle of Lennox's ſon 
living ſhould not inherit the croun of this realm, as next 
heir to his nephew. 

And although the lords and councelors ſpeak reve. 
rently, mildly, and charitably of their queen, fo as! 
cannot gather by their ſpeech any intention to cruelty or 
violence, yet I do find by intelligence, that the queen is 
in very great peril of her life, by reaſon that the people 
aſſembled at this convention do mind vehemently the 
deſtruction of her. 

It is a public ſpeech amongſt all the people, and 2. 
mong ſt al eſtates (ſaving of the counſellors) that their 
queen hath no more liberty nor privilege to commit 
murder nor adultery, than any other private perſon, ci- 
ther by God's laws, nor by the laws of the realm. 

The earl of Bothell, and all his adherents and aſſoci- 
ates, be put to the horn by the ordinary juſtice of this 
town, named the lords of the ſeffion ; and command- 
ment given to all ſneriffs, and all other officers, to ap- 
prehend him, and all other his followers and receiptors, 
The earl of Bothwell's porter, and one of his other 
ſervitors of his chamber, being apprehended, have con- 
feſſed ſuch ſundry circumſtances, as it appeareth evi 
dently, that he the ſaid earl was one of the principal 
exccutors of the murder, in his own perſon accompany- 
ed with ſundry others, of which number I cannot yct 
certainly learn the names but of three of them, that is to 
ſay, two, of the Ormiſtons of Tivotdall, and one Hay- 
born of Bolton; the lords would be glad that none ct 
the murderers ſhould have any favour or receipt in En- 
land, and hereof their deſire is, that the officers upon 
the border may be warned; Bothell doth fill remain 1 
the north parts, but the lord Seaton and Fleming, which 
have been there, have utterly abandoned him, and 40 
repair hitherwards.— The intelligence doth grow dan 
betwixt theſe lords, and thoſe which held of; and nct» 
withſtanding theſe lords have ſent an hundred and fifty 
harqubuſhers to Stirling, to keep the town and pallag: 
from ſurprize ; and ſo have they done in like manner to 
St. Jolinſton, which be the two paſſages ſrom the not, 
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and weſt to this town, I do underſtand the captain of 
Dunbar is much buſied in fortifying that place, I do 
mervile the carriages be not impeached otherwiſe han 
they be. 

f late this queen hath written a letter to the captain 
of the ſaid caſtle, which hath been ſurpriſed, and — 
by matter is diſcovered which maketh little to the 
queen's advantage. 

Thus, having none other matter worthy your ma- 
jeſty's knowledge 1 beſeech God to proſper your majeſty 
with long lite, perfect health, and proſperous felicity. 
At Edinburgh the 18th of July 1567. 


Letter of Sir Nicholas Throkmorton to the right Lonmnreble the 
earl of Leicefler, Int. of the order, and one of ihe lords of ber 
majeſty”s moſl bonourable privy counct!, 

[24th of July 1567. Paper-office, from the original.] 
my former diſpatches ſent to her majeſty, and Mr 
Secretary, ſince the 12th of July, your lordſhip 
might have perceived the ſtate of this country, and to 
what end theſe matters be like to come: ſo as not to 
trouble your lordſhip with many words; this queen is 
like very ſhortly to be deprived of her royal eflate, her 
ſon to: he crowned king, and ſhe detained in priſon 
within this realm, and the ſame to be governed, in the 
young king's name, by a council, conſiſting of certain 
of the nobility, and —* wiſe men of this realm; ſo as 
it is eaſy to be ſeen that the power and ability to do any 
thing to the commodity of the queen's majeſty, and the 
realm of England, will chiefly, and in manner wholly, 
reſt in the hands of theſe 4 and others their aſſoci- 
ates, aſſembled at Edinburgh. Now if the queen's ma- 
jeſty will ſtill perſiſt in her former opinion towards the 
queen of Scotland (unto whom ſhe ſhall be able to do no 
good), then I do plainly ſee that theſe lords and all — 
accomplices will become as good French, as the Frenc 
king can wiſh, to all intents and purpoſes. And as for 
the Hamiltons, the earls of Arguile, Huntlye, and that 
faction, they be already fo far inchanted that way, as 
there needeth little device to draw them to the French 
devotion. Then this is the ſtate of things ſo come te 
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much conjoined unto them, to all purpoſes, as ever it in 
was; and what an inſtrument, the young prince will {id 
prove, to unquiet England, I report me to your lord- co 
ſhips wiſdoms, and therefore conſidering the weight of thi 
the matter, and all the circumſtances, I truſt your lord- het 
ſhips will well bethink you in time, (for 'tis high time,) or 
how to adviſe her majeſty, to leave nothing undone that in 
may wy the prince of Scotland to be in her poſſeſſion, got 
or at the leaſt, to be at her devotion. And amongſt o- the 
ther things, that I can imagine, for the firſt degree no- col 
thing is more meet to bring this to effect, than to allure ter 


this company here aſſembled, to bear her majeſty this ſinc 
favour. Some talk hath paſſed between the lord of cee 
Liddington and me, in certain conferences, about this ter 
matter. By him I find, that when her majeſty ſhall have W Ah 
won theſe men to her devotion, the principal point that Nane 
will make them conformable to deliver their prince into | 
England, will reſt upon the queen, and the realms ena- W Stu 
bling him to the ſucceſſion of the crown of England, ſor 

fault of iſſue of the queen's majeſty's body, ſome other 

things will alſo be required, as the charße of the ſaid 

prince and his train to be at the charge of England. | 

do well perceive that theſe men will never be brought to ” 
deliver their prince into England, without the former 

condition, for the ſucceſſion ot England; for (faith Lid. WW alo 
dington) that taking place, the prince ſhall be as dear to in t. 
the people of England as to the people of Scotland; and feei 
the one will be as careful of his preſervation as the o- frui 
ther. Otherwiſe, he ſaith, all things conſidered, it will reaſ 
be reported that the Scottiſhmen have put their prince ther 
to be kept in ſafety, as thoſe which commit the ſheepto IM ſhall 
be kept by the wolves. So as for concluſion, your lord- I ferv. 
ſhips may perceive here will be the ſcope of this matter. real! 
As unto the delivering of him upon hoſtages, he faycth, I clare 
let no man think, that the condition of the ſucceſſion W unto 
not being accompliſhed, the nobility and the gentry will inte 
never conſent to leave themſelves deftitute of their fove- I to th 
reign, upon any hoſtages, neither upon any promiſes, fate 
nor likelihood of good to iſſue in time to come. It were If {tive 
not good for yourſelves (faith he) that the matter were Ag, 
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ſo handled; for then you ſhould adventure all your goods 
in one ſhip, which might have a dangerous effect, con- 
fidering the unwillingneſs of the queen your ſovereign to 
conſent to eſtabliſhing any ſucceſſor to the crown And 
then, how unmete were it, that her majeſty having in 
her poſſeſſion already all ſuch perſons as do pretend to it, 
or be inheritable to the crown, to have our prince alſo 
in her cuſtody, For ſo there might follow, without 
good capitulations, a ſtrange and dangerous iſſue, tho? 
the queen your miſtreſs do think that ſuch imaginations 
could not proceed but from buſy heads, as you have ut- 
tered unto us on her behalf, What is come to paſs 
ſince my laſt diſpatch, and how far forth things are pro- 
ceeded, I refer your lordſhip to be informed by my let- 
ters ſent unto her majeſty, at this tirhe. And fo I pray 
Almighty God, preſerve your lordſhip in much honour 
and felicity. At Edinburgh this 24th of July 1567. 

It may pleaſe your good lordſhip to make my lord 
Stuard partner of this letter. 


The queen to Sir Nicolas Throkmortons 


By the queen. 
(6th Auguſt 1567.) 

T'srr and right well beloved, we greet you well, 

for as much as we do conſider that you have now 
a long time remained in thoſe parts without expedition 
in the charge committed unto you, we think it not meet, 
ſceing there hath not followed the good acceptation and 
fruit of our well meaning towards that ſtate, which good 
reaſon would have required, that you ſhould continue 
there any longer, our pleaſure, therefore, is, that you 
ſhall, immediately upon the receipt hereof, ſend your 
ſervant Middiemore unto the lords and eflates of that 
realm, that are aſſembled together, willing him to de- 
clare unto them, that it cannot but ſeem very flrange 
unto us, that you having been ſent from us, of ſuch good 
intent, to deal with them, in matters tending ſo much 
to their own quiet, and to the benefit of the whole e- 
late of their country, they have fo far forgotten them- 
ſclves, and fo lightly regarded us and our good mean- 
ing, not only in delaying to hear you, and deterring 
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ur acceſs to the queen their ſovereign, but alſo, which 
is ſtrangeſt of all, in not vouchſaſing to make any an- 
ſwer unto us. And altho' theſe dealings be ſuch, in- 
deed, as were not to be looked for at their hands, yet 
do we find their uſage and proceeding towards their ſo- 
veraign and queen, to overpaſs all the reſt in ſo ſtrange 
a degree, as we for our part, and we fuppole the whole 
world befides, cannot but think them to have therein 
gone ſo far beyond the duty of ſubjects, as muſt needs 
remain to their perpetual tauche for ever. And there- 
fore ye ſhall ſay, that we have tho't good, without con- 
ſuming any longer time in vain, to revoke you to our 
preſence, requiring them to grant you licence and pal- 
pert fo to do, which when you ſhall have obtained, we 
wil! that you make your repair hither, unto us, with as 
conveuicnt ſpeed as you may. Given, &c, 

Indorſed 6th Auguſt 1567. 


Throkmortcn to the right honourable Sir William Cecil bnight, 
one of ber majeſfly's privy council and principal ſecretary, give 
the/c, . 

. 12th Aug. 1567. Paper office. From the original. 
Sik, 
THAT TI have learned, ſince the arrival of my lord 
Murray, and Monſ. de Linnerol, you ſhall under- 
ſtand by my letter to her majeſty, at this time. Ihe 
French do, in their negotiations, as they do in their 
drink, put water to their wine. As Iam able to fee in- 
to tlicir doings, they take it not greatly to the heart how 
the queen fleep, whether ſhe live or die, whether ſhe be 
at liberty or in prizon. The mark they ſhoot at, is, to 
renew their old league; and can be as well contented to 
take it of this little king (howſoever his title be), and the 
tame bv the order of theſe lords, as otherwiſe. Lyne 
roll cam but yeſterday, and methinketh he will not tar: 
ry long; you may guels how the French will feek to 
difpleate theſe lords, when they changed the coming of 
la Chapelle des Ourfins for this man, becauſe they 
doubted that de la Chapelle ſheuld not be grateful to 
them, being a papiſt. Sir, to ſpeak more plainly to you, 
than I will do otherwiſe, me thinketh the carl of Mur- 
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ray will run the courſe that thoſe men do, and be par- 
taker of their fortune. I hear no man ſpeak more bit- 
terly againſt the tragedy, and the players therein, than 
he, fo little like he hath to horrible ſins. I hear an ink- 
ling that Ledington is to go into France, which I do as 
much miſlike, as any thing, for our purpoſe. I can aſ- 
ſure you the whole proteſtants of France will live and 
die in theſe men's quarrels; and, where there is bruit a- 
mongſt you, that aid ſhould be ſent to the adverſe party, 
and that Martigues ſhould come hither with ſome force; 
Monſ. Boudelot hath aſſured me of his honour, that in- 
ſtead of Martigues coming againſt them, he will come 
with as good a force to ſuccour them: and if that be 
{ent under meaner conduct, Robert Stuart ſhall come 
with as many to fortify them. But the conſtable hath 
allured theſe lords, that the king meaneth no way to of- 
fend them. Sir, I pray find my revocation convenient, 
aud ſpeed vou to further it, for I am here now to no 
purpoſe, unleſs it be to kindle theſe lords more againſt 
us, Thus 1 do humbly take my leave of you, from E- 
dinburgh the 12th of Auguſt 1567. 
Yours to uſe and command. 


The queer to Nicolas Throkinorton, 


FPrvsry and well beloved, we greet you well. We 

have, within theſe two days, received three ſundry 
letters of yours, of the 2oth, 22d, and 23, of this month, 
having not before thoſe received any ſeven days before; 
and do find, by theſe your letters, that you have very di- 
lizently and largely advertiſed us of all the haſty and pe- 
remptory proceedings there; which as we nothing like, 
ſo we truſt in time to ſee them wax colder, and to re- 
ceive ſome reformation. For we cannot perceive, that 
they with whom they have dealt can anſwer the doubts 
moved by the Hamiltons, who howloever they may be 
rarriet for their private reſpects, yet thoſe things which 
they move, will be allowed by all reaſonable perſons, 
For it they may not, being noblemen of the realm, be 
luticred to hear the queen their ſovereign declare her 
mind concerning the reports which are made by her, 

Vol. III. * 
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by ſuch as keep her in captivity, how ſhould they be- 
lieve the reports, or obey them, which do report it? and 
therefore our meaning is, you ſhall let the Hamiltons 
plainly underſtand, that we do well allow of their pro- 
ceedings, (as far forth as the ſame doth concern the 
queen their ſovereign for her relief,) and in ſuch things 
as ſhall appear reaſorable for us therein to do, for the 

ueen our ſiſter, we will be ready to perform the fame, 
Jo where it is ſo required, that upon yeur comin 
thence, the lord Scroope ſhould deal with the lord Her- 
ris to impart their meanings to us, and ours to them, we 
are well pleaſed therewith, and we require you to ad ver- 
tize the lord Scroope hereof by your letters, and to will 
him to ſhew himſelf favourable to them in their actions, 
that may appear plainly to tend to the relief of the queen, 
and maintenance of her authority. And as we have 
willed our fecretary to write unto you, that upon your 
meſſage done to the earl of Murray, you might return, 
ſo our meaning is you fhall. And if theſe our letters 
ſhall meet you on the way, yet we will have you adver— 
tiſe both the lord Scroope and the Hamiltons of our 
mcanin 


Indorſed 29 Aug. 1567. | 


No. XXIII. (p. 7, vol. 2.) 
Sir Nicholas Throckmorton to the archbiſSop of St. Andrews ond 
the abbot of Arbrulhe. 
(13th Aug. 1567. Paper office, from a copy which Si 
Nicholas ſent to the queen.) 


A TER my good commendations to your good lord- 

ſhips this ſhall be to advertize you, that the queen's 
majeſty my — having ſent me hither her amba{- 
ſador to the queen her ſiſter your ſovereign, to comnu- 
nicate unto her ſuch matter as ſhe thought mcet, conſi- 
dering the good amity andi ntelligence betwixt them, 
who being detained in captivity (as your lordſhips knou) 
contrary to the duty of all good fubjects, for the cn- 
largement of whoſe perſon, and the reſtitution of her to 
her dignity, her majeſty gave me in charge to treat with 
theſe lords aſſembled at Edenburgh, offering them all 
rcalonable conditions and incans as might be, for the 
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ſafepnard of the young prince, the puniſhment of the 
late horrible murder, the diſſolution. of the marriage be- 
twixt the queen and the earl of Bodwell, and laſtly for 
their own lureties. In the negotiation of which matters 
I have (as your lordſhips well know) ſpent a long time 
to no 0 ſe, not being able to prevail in any thing 
with thoſe lords, to the queen my ſovereign's ſatisfac- 
tion. Of which ſtrange proceedings towards her maje- 
ſty, and undutiful behaviour towards their ſovereign, I 
have advertiſed the queen's majeſty, ſhe (not being mind- 
ed to bear this indignity) hath given me in charge to de- 
clare her further pleaſure unto them, in ſuch ſort as 
they may well perceive her majeſty doth diſallow of 
their proceedings, and thereupon hath revoked me. 
And further hath given me in charge to communicate 
the ſame unto your lordſhips, requiring you to let me 
know, before my departure hence (which ſhall be, God 
willing, as ſoon as I have received anſwer from you) 
what you and your confederates will aſſuredly do, to ſet 
the queen your ſovereign at liberty, and to reſtore her 
to her former dignity by force or otherwiſe; ſeeing theſe 
lords have refuſed all other mediation, to the end the 
queen's majeſty my ſovereign may concur with your 
lordſhips in this honourable enterprize. 

And in cafe, through the diſperſion of your aſſociates, 
your lordſhips can neither communicate this matter a- 
mongſt you, nor receive reſolution of them all by that 
time, it may pleaſe you to ſend me the opinions of ſo 
many of you as may confer together, within two or 
three days, fo as I may have your anſwer here in this 
town by Monday or Tueſday next at the fartheſt, being 
the 9th of this Auguſt; for I intend (God willing) to 
depart towards England, upon Wedneſday following. 
Thus I moſt humbly take my leave of your lordſhips at 
Edenburgh, the 1 yr of Aug. 1567. ** Buns 

Indorſed the 13th Aug. 1567. f 
Sir Nicbolas Throckmorton to the lord Herrys. s 
(24th Aug. 1567, Paper office, from a copy which fir 
Nicholas ſent to ſecretary Cecil.) 
Your good lordſhip's letter of the 13th of Auguſt L 
have received the 19th of the ſame. For anſwer 
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whereunto it may like your lordſhip to underſtand, 
that I will ſignifie unto you plainly, how far torth 1 am 
already thoroughly inftructed of the queen's majeſty 
my ſovereign's pleaſure concerning the detention of the 
queen your ſovereign, and concerning her relief. 

To the firſt her majeſty hath given in charge, to uſe 
all kinds of perſuaſion in her name, to move theſe lords 
aſſembled at Edenburgh to deſiſt from this violent and 
undutiful behaviour, which they uſed toward their ſo- 
vereign. And in this part, beſides the ſhew of many 
reaſons, and ſundry perſuaſions of amicable treaty with 
them, her majeſty hath willed me to uſe ſome plain and 
ſevere ſpeech unto them, tending fo far forth, as if they 
would not be better adviſed, and reform theſe their out- 
rageous proceedings exerciſed againſt their ſovereign, 
that then they might be aſſured her majeſty neither 
would nor could indure ſuch an indignity to be done to 
the queen, her good couſin and neighbour. 

And 2 theſe my proceedings with 
them, they have made proof to be little moved thereby; 
for as yet neither will they conſent to the enlargement, 
neither ſuffer me to ſpeak with her. So as it ſcemeth 
to me, it is ſuperfluous to treat any more with them at- 
ter this manner. Whereupon I have advertiſed the 
queen's majeſty my ſovereign, expecting daily her ma- 
jeſty*s further order; and as I ſhall be advertiſed there- 
of, fo will not fail to fignifiy the ſame to your good 
lordſhip; and in the mean time will advertiſe her ma- 
eſty alſo, what your lordſhip hath written unto me. 
Thus with my due commendations to your good lord- 

ſhip, I commit the ſame to almighty God, reſting al- 
ways to do you the pleaſure and ſervice that J can lau- 
fully. At Edenburgh. 
Indorſed 24th Auguſt, 1567 
No XXIV. (p 15, vol. 2.) 
Account of lord Herr cis bebaviour in the parliament held 
December 15, 1567. (Paper office.) 
He lord Herrys made a notable harangue in the 
name of the duke and himfelf, their friends and 
adherents (the duke himſelf, the earl of Caſilles, and the 
abbot of Kilwinning being alſo preſent) to perſuade the 
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union of the whole realm in one mind. Wherein he 
did not ſpare to ſet forth ſolemnly the great praiſe that 
part of this nobility did deſerve, which in the begin- 
ning took meanes for puniſhment of the earl of Both- 
well, as alſo ſeeing the queen's inordinat aſſection to 
that wicked man, and that ſhe could not be induced by 
their perſuaſion to leave him, that in ſequeſtring her 
perſon within Lochlevin, they did the duty of noble» 
men. That their honourable doings, which had not 
ſpared to hazard their lives and lands, to avenge thetr 
native country from the {landerous reports that were 
ken of it among other nations, had well deſerved 
that all their brethren ſhould join with them in ſo good 
a cauſe. That he and they, in whoſe names he did 
ſpeak, would willingly, and without any compulſion, 
enter themlelves in the ſame yoke, and put their lives 
and lands in the like hazard, for maintenance of our 
cauſe. And if the queen herſelf were in Scotland, ac- 
—— with 20,000 men, they will be of the ſame 
mind, and fight in our quarrel. He hoped the remain- 
der-noblemen of their party, Huatly, Arguile, and o- 
thers, which had not as yet acknowledged the king, 
would come to the ſame conformity, whereunto he 
would alſo earneſtly move them. And if they will re- 
main obſtinate, and refuſe to qualify themſelves, then 
will the duke, he and their friends, join with us to cor- 
rect them, that otherwiſe will not reform themſelves. 
So plauſible an oration, and more advantageous for our 
party, none of ourſelves could have made. He did not 
forget to term my lord regent, by the name of regent, 
(there was no mention at all of the earl of Murray) and 
to call him grace at every word, when his ſpceches 
were directed to him, accompanying all his words with 

law courictics after this mannęr. 

No. XXV. (p. 31. vol. 2.) 
Sn Mary to Deen kl sabeth. 
[Cott. Lib Cal. i. A copy, and probably a trauflation.] 
M AaDAMy 
A LTHOUGH the neceſſity of my cauſe (which mak- 
eth ws to be imgortune to you) do make you to 
M 3 
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judge that I am out of the way; yet ſuch as have not 
my paſſion, nor the reſpeQs whereof you are perſuaded, 
will think that Ido as my cauſe doth require. Madam, 
I have not accuſed you, neither in words nor in thought, 
to have uſed yourſelf evil towards me. And ] believe, 
that yon have no want of goce underſtandings to keey 
you from perſwaſion againſt yeur natural good inclina- 
tion. But in the mean | can't. chuſe (having my ſenſes) 
but perceive very evil furtherance in many matters, 
ſince my comivg hither. T thovght that I had ſuffici- 
ently diſt o17ſed % you the difcommodities, which 
this delay bringeth unto me. And eſpecially that the 

think in this next month of Arguſt, to hold a parlia- 
ment againſt me and all my ſervants. And in the 
mean time, I am ſtayed here, and yet will you, that 
I ſhould put myſelf further into your country (without 
ſeeing you), and remove me further from mine; and 
there do me this diſhonour at the requeſt of my rebels, 
as to ſend commiſſioners to hear them againſt me, as 
vou wold do to a mere ſubject, and not hear me by 
mouth. Now, madam, I have promiſed you to come 
to you, and having there made my moan and complaint 
of theſe rebels, and they coming thither, not as poſl:!- 
lors, but as ſubjects, to anſwer. I would have beſought 
vou to hear my juſtification of that which they have 
falfly ſet furth againſt me, and if I could not purge my- 
ſelf thereof, you might then diſcharge your hands of 
my cauſes, and let me go for ſuch as I am. But to do 
as you ſay, if I were culpable I would be better adviſfed; 
hut being not fo, I can't accept this Cifhonour at their 
hands, that being in poſſeſſion they will come and ac- 
cuſe me hefore your commiſſioners, whereof I can't 
like: And ſecing you think it to be againſt your ho— 
nour and conſignage to do otherwiſe, I beſcech ycu 
that. you will not be mine enemy, untill you may fe; 
how TI can diſcharge mvſelf every wav, and to ſufter me 
to go into Trance, where I have a dowry to maintain 
me; or at leaſt to go into Scotland, with aſiurance that 
if there come any ſtrangers thither, I will bind myſc!t 
for their return without any prejudice to you, or if i: 
pleis you nat to do thus, I proteſt that I will not impv'c 
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87 
it to falſhood, if I reccive ſtrangers in my 2 
without making you any other diſcharge for it. Do 
with my body as you will, the honour or blame ſhall 
be yours. For I had rather die here, and that my 
faithful ſervants may be ſuccoured (tho” you won!d not 
ſo) by ſtrangers, than to ſuffer thera to be utterly un- 
done, upon hope to receive, in time to come, particular 
commodity. There be many things to move me to 
fear that 1 ſhall have to do, in this country, with others 
than with you. But foraſmuch as nothing hath follow- 
ed upon my laſt moan, I hold my peace happen what 


may hap. I have as leef to bee my fortune, as 


endure 

to ſcek it, and not find it, Further, it pleaſed vou to 
give licenſe to my ſubjects to go and come. This has 
pern refuſed by my lord Scroop and Mr. Knolls (as 
they ſay) by your commandiment, becauſe I would not 
depart hence to vour charge, untill I had anſwer of this 
letter, tho" I ſhewed them that you required my anſwer, 
upon the two points, contained in your letter. 

Ihe one is to let you briefly underſtand, Jam come 
to you to make my moan to you, the which heing heard, 
] would declare unto you mine innocency, and then re- 
quire your aid; and for lack thereof, I can't but make 
my moan and complaint to God, that I am not heard in 
my juſt quarrel, and to appeal to other princes to have 
reſpec thereunto, as my caſe requireth ; and to you, 
madam, firſt of all, when you ſhall have examined your 
conſcience betrore him, and have him for witneſs. 
And the other, which is to come further into your 
country, and not to come to your preſence, I will 
eſteem that as no favour, but will take it for the 
contrary, obeying it as a thing forced. In mean time, 
[ befeech you, to return to me my lord IIerrica, for I 


, . , . 
«can the without him, having none of my counſal here, 


and allo to ſuſfer me, if it pleaſe you, without further 
delay, to depart hence whitherſoever it be out of this 
country. I am ſure you will not deny me this ſimple 
requeſt for your honour's ſake, ſceing it doth not pleale 
you to uſe your natural goodneſs towards me other— 
Wile, aud ſceing that of mine own accord, 1 ai coun 
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thither, let me depart again with yours. And if God per- 
mit my cauſes to ſucceed well, I ſhall be bound to you for 
it; and happening otherwiſe, yet I can't blame you. As 
for my lord — 0nd Ars upon my credit you have 
ſuffered him to go home to his houſe, I warrant you he 
ſhall paſs no further, but ſhall return when it ſhall pleaſe 
you. In that you truſt me, I will not (to die for it) de- 
ceive you. But re Dumbarton I anſwer not, when 
my I. Fleeming ſhall be in the Tower. For they which 
are within it will not forbear to receive ſuccour, if [ 
don't aſſure them of yours; no, tho" you would charge 
me withall, for I have left them in charge, to have more 
reſpect to my ſervants and to my eſtate, than to my liſe. 
Good ſiſter, be of another mind, win the heart, and all 
ſhail be yours, and at your commandment. I tlouy!t 
to ſatisfy you wholly, if I might have ſeen you. Alas! 
do not as the ferpent, that ſtoppeth his hearing, for I 
am no enchanter, but your ſiſter, and 3 
If Cæſar had not diſdained to hear or read the com- 
plaint of an advertiſer, he had not fo died; why ſhould 
princes ears he {topped, ſeeing that they are painted fo 
jopg! meaning that they ſhould hear all and he well ad- 
viſed, before they anſwer. IT am not of the nature of 
the baMiſk, and leſs of the chamcelion, to turn you !0 
my likeneſs, and tho? I ſhould be to dangerous and curs'd 
as men lay, you are ſufficiently arm'd with conſtancy 
and with juſtice, which I require ot God, who give you 
grace to uſe it well with long and happy life. From 
Carliſle, the 5th of July, 1568. 
| No. XXVI. (p. 32. vol. 2.) 
Port of a Utter from Sir Francis Knollys to Cecil, 8il Aug.! 
1568, from Bon. 
(An original. Paper office.) 

— NUT ſurcly this queen doth ſeem, qutwardly, not 

only to 5a vour the forin, but alſo the chief ar- 
ticle of the religion of the goſpel, namely juſtification 
bv faith onlv; d fie heareth the faults of papiſtry re- 
j hy prreching or otherwiſe, with contented cars, 
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and with gentle and weak replys, and ſhe doth not ſeem 
to like the worſe of religion throw me. | 

Part of a letter from Sir Francis Knollys to Cecil, 21 Sept. 

1568, from Bilton, 

8 came to this queen's ears of late that ſhe was 

bruited to be lately turned to the religion of the 
goſpell, to the great diſliking of the papiſts hereabouts, 
which thing ſhe herſelf confeſſed unto me, 2 
day, 2 in the great chamber, when the aſſembly 
was full, and ſome papiſts preſent, ſhe took occaſion to 
ſpeak of religion, and then openly ſhe profeſſed herſelf 
to be of the papiſt religion, and took upon her to pa- 
tronize the — more earneſtly than ſne had done a 
great while afore, altho' her defences and arguments 
were ſo weak, that the effect of her ſpeech was only to 
ew her zeal; and afterwards to me alone, when 1 
miſliked to ſee her hecome ſo confidently backward in 
religion, Why, ſaid ſhe, would you have me to loſe 
France and Spain, and all my friends in other places, 
by ſeeming to change my religion, and yet I am not 
aſſured the queen my good ſiſter will be my aſſured 
friend, to the ſatisfaction of my honour and expectation. 

No. XXVII. (p. 32. vol. 2.) 
A letter from my lord Herries to my lord Scruop and Sir F* 
Knollys, September 3d. 1568. 

[Cott. Lib, Cal. C. An original in his own hand.] 

M* lords, pleaſit your honourable lordſhips, I am in- 

formed by James Borthwick, lately come from 
the queen's majeſty, your ſoverane, that is ſchawin to 
her highneſs, I ſhuld have ridden in Crafurdmure, 
ſen my laſt coming into this realm, upon the earl of 
Murray's dependants And that I ſuld have cauſit, or 
been of counſall to Scottiſmen to have ridden in Ing- 
land, to lay or ſpulzie her majeſty's ſubjects. 

My lords, I thought it right — becauſe your 
lordſhips is, by your ſoveranc, commanded to attend 
upon the queen's majeſty my miſtreſs, ſo having daily 
acceſs in thir matters, to declare upon the truth ; humbl 
deſiring that your lordſhips will, for God's cauſe certi- 
ficate the queen your foverane the ſame. 

As God lives, I have neither conſented, nor any wiſe 
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had knowledge of any Scottiſman's riding in England, 
to do the ſubjects thereof hurt in bodies or goods, ſene 
the ſiege of Leith; and as I underſtand it ſhall be fund 
true, that giff ony fic 2 hurt be done, it is by the 

ucen my ſovereign's diſobients, and that I have not 
ridden nor hurt no Scottiſman, nor commanded no hurt 
to be done to them, ſen my coming from the queen's 
majeſty of England, it is will kend, for that never ane 
will complain of me. 

I have done more good to Crawfurdmure nor ever 
the earl of Murray has done, and will be loather to do 
them any harm than he will. Except the queen's: ma- 
jeſty your ſovereign, command fic falſe reports to be 
tryit, quhereof this altogidder an inventit leaſing, her 
Um fall be trublit, and tyne the hearts of true men 

ere, quhom of fic report fall be made, that baith 
would ſerve hir, and may, better thanthey unworthy liars, 

My lords, I underſtand the queen's majeſty your ſo- 
vereign is no* contented of this bruite, that there ſhould 
ony Frenchman come in this realm, with the duke of 
Chattelherault. Truth it is, l am no manner of way 
the counſall of their cuming, nor has no ſic certaint 
thereof, as I hear by Borthwick's report from the queen's 
majeſty your ſovereign. And giff I might as well ſay 
it, as it is true indeed, her grace's ſelf is all the wyitt, 
and the counſal that will never let her take order with 
my maiſtreſs cauſe. For that our ſovereign havand her 
majeſty's promiſe, be writing, of Juff, friendſhip, and 
aſhſtance giff need had ſo requirit, enterit that realm, 
upon the 16th day of May, ſen that time the queen's 
majeſty has commanded me divers times to declare ſhe 
would accept her cauſe, and do for her, and to put her 
in peaceable poſſeſſion of this realme, and when I re- 
quired of her majeſty, in my miſtreſs name, that her 
highneſs would either do for her (as her ſpecial truſt 
was ſhe wold) according to her former promiſes, or 0- 
therwiſe give her counſall, would not conſent (as I ſhew 
her grace I faund diverſe repugnant) than that ſhe 
would permit her to paſs in France, or to ſome other 


prince to ſeek ſupport, or failing hereof (quhilk was a. 


gains all reaſon) that ſhe would permit her to return in 


nan 


APPENDIX. 91 


ker zwin country, in ſic ſempil manner as ſhe came out 
of it, and faid to her majeſty ane of thir, for her ho- 
nour would not be refuſit, ſeeand that ſhe was come in 
her realm upon her writings and promiſes of friendſhip. 
And fickhke, I faid to her highneſs, giff my maiſtreſs 
had the like promiſe of her nobility aud eſtates, as ſhe 
had of herſelf, I ſhould have reprovit them highly, gif 
they had not condeſcendit to one of thir three, and fo I 
ſay, and ſo T write, that in the warld it ſhould be maiſt 
reprehendable, giff this promiſe taketh not other good 
effect, nor yet it does. Notwithſtanding I get gud an- 
ſwir of thir promiſes of friendſhip made to my ſovereign, 
and to put her grace in this her awn countrie peaceably, 
we have fund the contrary working by Mr. Middle- 
more, directit from her highneſs to ſtay the army that 
cuiſt down our houſes. And alſua, in the proceeding of 
this late pretendit parliament, promiſed twenty days be- 
tore the time to myſelf to have cauſe it been diſchargit. 
And yet contrary to this promiſe, have made their pre- 
tendit manner of forfaulture of ;1 men of guid reputa- 
tion, biſhops, abbottis, and barroni, obedient ſubjects 
to our ſovereign, only for her cauſe. 

They have alio diſponit, ſen our ſovercign's cauſe was 
taken upon hand be the queen's majeſty of that realm, 
an hundred thouſand pound Scots worth of her awin 
true ſubjects geir, under the color of the law, groundit 
upon their falle treaſonable ſtowin, authority. 

The murders, the oppreſſions, the burnings, the ra- 
viſting of women, the deſtruction of policy, both ec- 
cleliaftical and temporal, in this mean time, as in my 
tormer writings I ſaid it was lamentable to ony Chriſtian 
man to hear of, except God giff grace, the proſeſſion of 
the evangile of Jeſus Chriſt profeſſit be your prince, 
countall and realme, be mair myndit, nor the auld ina- 
mity that has ſtand betwixt the rcalms, many of my 
countrymen will doubt in this article, and their pro» 
cedings puttis myſelf in Sanct Thomas belief. 

Now, my lords, gif the queen's majeſty of that realm, 
vpon quhais promiſe and honour my maiſtreſs came 
there, as I have ſaid, will leave all the French writings 
ad French phraſes of writings, quhilks amongis thcin 


ö 
| 
| 


your lordſhips communing with him, it appearit to hin, 
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is over meikle on baith ſides unfit, and plainly, accord. t 

— to the auld true cuſtom of Ingland and Scotland, ſ; 

quherein be a word promiſt truth was obſerv'd, pronile, n 

in the name of the eternal God, and upon the high ho- a 
nour of that nobill and princely blude of the kings of MW p 

Ingland, quhereof ſhe is deſcendit, and preſently wears e 

the diadem, that ſhe will put my maiſtreſs in her awin W f 

country, and cauſe her as queen thereof in her authority t! 

and ſtrength to be obeyit, and to do the fame will ap- ſo 

point an certain-day within two months at the fartheit, W fo 

as we underſtand this to be our weill, ſua will we, or ne 

the maiſt part of us all, follow upon it leaving the th 

Frenchmen and their evil French phraſes togidder. And pi 

therefore, and for the true perpetual friendſhip of that W go 

realm, will condition, and for our part, with the grace tn 

of Almighty God, keep fic heads and conditions of 2- Wh Fr 
reement, as noble and wiſe men can condeſcend upon, WM ef 


or the weill of this haill iſland. As I have been pari- I. 
lings declaring to the =__ your ſovereign, quh:ik; | WF ani 
ſhew to your lordſhips ſeifis both in religion, in the pun Wl frie 
iſhment of the earle Bothwile, for the queen's laft hu cor 
band's ſlaughter, and for a mutual baud of amity pc:- W Du 
petually to remain amangis us. 

Doubtleſs, my lords, without that, we may find fi. 
time and friendly working, as 1nay gif us occaſion haith 
to forgette Middlemore and his late pretendit paris. 
ment, we will turn the leaf, leaving our ſovereign agaitis 
our will to reſt where ſhe is, under the promiſe of friend. 
ſhip. As I have baith ſaid, and will ever affirm, made 
by your ſovercign, quhitk was only cauſe of her graces 
coming in that realne, and ſeek the help and moyen d 
French or Spaniſh, till expulſe this treaſonable and fal 

retendit authority, quhilk means to reign above us. 

My lords, I detire your lordſbips conſider, that it 4 
he, that maiſt deſires the amity betwixt Ingland and 
Scotland to continue, and of a poor man beſt cautc hay 
that writ this. 

My brother the laird of Skirling, ſchaws me, that in 


your mind was we ſhould ſuffer the ear} of Murray 
work, altho' it were agaius zeafon to us and compla'l 
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ord. thereof to the queen's majeſty, and her highneſs wald 
and, ſee it reformit My lords, her majeſty will be over 
nile, meikle troublit to reform the wranges we have ſuffaint 
| ho» WW already. For I am fure, gif reafon and juſtice may have 
3 of place, our maiiirels, and we her ſubjects, have recaved 
ears Wl expreſs wrang, for above two hundred thouſand pounds 
Win ſlerliug, in the tirne of this unhappy government, ſeeing 
Yity the reformation of fa great cauits, comes, now a days, 
ap- fo ſlowlic and the ungodly law of oblivion in fic matters 
neſt, ſo meikle practis'd I think, nowther for the queen's ho- 
„ or neur, nor cur weill, your lordſhips would lua mean, nor 
the chat it is good to us to follow it. And that ye will 
And give your ſovertign fic advertiſement thereof, as your 
that good wiſdoms ſuall find in this cauſe mect. It will be 
race true and frindful working tor us, indeed, and nowther 
Hf 2- French phraſes, nor boaſting, and finding little other 
pon, effect, that will cauſe us to hold away the Prenchmen. 
ant. This is plainly written, and I defire your lordſhip's plain 
1; | WI anſwer, for in truth and plainncis langeſt continues gud 
bun, friendſhip, quhilk in this matter I pray God may lan 
nu continue, and have your lordſhips in his keeping. O 
per- Dumfries, the third day of September 1568. | 
Your lordſhips at my power 
d ic to command leitully HERRIS, 


1 Qucen Mary to Q. Elizabeth, 

rail [1568. Cott. Lib. Cal. 1. An original.] 

zend- ADAME, ma bonne ſocur. J'ay reſceu de vos lettres, 
nade d'une meſine dete; 'unc, ou vous faites mention 
ace: de Lexcuſe de Mont. de Murra pour tenir fon pretendu 


end parlement, qui me femble bien troid, pour obtenir plus 
tale de tolerance que je m'cſtois perſuadee n' avoir par voſ- 


5 tre promeſle, quant a n' oiler donner commiſſion de venir 


it 1s WY fans un parlement pour leur peu de nombre de nobleſſe 
and alors, je vous reſpons, qu'ils n'ont que trois ou quatre 
han Cavantage, qui cuſſent auſſi bien dit leur opinion hors 
de parlement, qui n'a efte tenu tant pour cette effect, 

at in mais pour faire ce qu'expreſſemerit nous avions requis 
hin i eſtre empeſches, qui eſt la tortaiture de mes ſuhjccts ou 
lier; 


ay vWF mavoir eſtes ſidelles, ce que je m'aſſurois, juſques a 


plaid Vol, III. N . 
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avoir en en promeſſe de vous, par la lettre 'ecrite a my 
lord Scrup e Maiſtre Knoleis vous inquire a ire contre 
eulx, voire, a les enlayre reſentir, touteſois je vois que 
je Vay mal pris, j'en ſuis plus marrie, pour ce que tur 
votre lettre qu'il me montrerent, et leur parole, je i'ay 
fi divulguement aſſuray que pour vengeance que j cu de- 
firafle, fi non mettre diitcrence entre leur faux —— 
mens, et les miens ſinceres. Dans voſtre let e aufii da- 
tee du 10e d' Aouſt, vous metties ces mots, „I think 
« your adverſe party, upon my ſundry former advircs, 
« will hold no parliament at all, and it they do, it frall 
« be only in form of an aſſembly, to accord whom to 
&« {end into this realm, and in what fort; for other iſc, 
&« it they ſhall proceed in manner of a parliament, with 
« any act of judgment againſt any perion, I ſhall nat, 
& in any wiſe, allow thereof ; and if they ſhall he 0 0. 
„ verſcen, then you may think the ſame to be of u- 
© ther moment, than the former procedures; and by 
„ ſuch their raſh manner of proceedings, they tha! 
« moſt prejudice themſelves; and be aflured to hun 1 
« ready to condemn them, in their doings.” Sur quoy, 
J ay contremande mes ſerviteurs, les ſaiſlant retirer, tout- 
fraut ſelon voſtre commandement d' etre fauſſement nom- 
mes traitres, par ceux, qui le ſont de vray, et encore d' cite 
. ques par ęſcarmons dies, et par prinſes de mes genset 
ettres, et au contraire vous etes informee que mes ſubjedls 
ont evahis les voſtres, Madame, qui a fait ce rapport nei 
pas homme de bien, car laird de Sesford et fon ſils ſont 
et ont eſtes mes rebelles depuis le commencement; tuquir- 
es vous Hils n'eſtoient a Donfris aveques euix, j avoĩs 077i 
reſpondre de ſa froutiere, ce qui me fut retuſe, ce qui 
in' en devroit aſſes deſcharger, neanmoins, pour vous 
faire preuve de ma fidelite, et de leur falſite, si vo 
me fayte donner le nom des coulpables, ct me for:ifier, 
je commanderay mes ſubjects les pourſuivre, ou fi vous 
voules que ce ſoit les voſtres, les miens leur ayderont; je 
vous prie m'en mander voilre volonte, au reſte mes ſul- 
jects fidelles ſeront reſponſables a tout ce que leur fra 
mis ſu les contre vous, ni les voſtres, ni les rebelles, deb 
ru que me coulcillates les faire retirer. Quant aux 

rancois, j*elcrivis que Von m'en fit nulle poutſuite, c 


wir- 
71 
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jefperons tant en vous, que je n'en avrois beſoign,— je 
ne ſceu fi le dict aura en mes lettres, mais je vous jure 
devant Dieu que je ne ſcay choſe du monde de leur ve- 
due, que ce que m' en aves manday, ni n'en ai oui de 
France tot du monde, et ne le puis croire pour ceſt oc- 
cafion, ct fi ils ft ſont, c' eſt ſans, mon ſceu ni conſente- 
ment, Pourquo je vous ſupplie ne me condamner ſans 
m'ovire, car je fuis preſt de tenir tout ce que jay offert a 
Meſler Knoleis, et vous aſſure que voſtre amite, qu'il 
vous pleft m'offrir, ſera reſcue avant tovtes les choſes du 
monde, quant France ſervit la pour preſſer leur retour a 
ceſte condition, que prenies mes affaires en mein, en ſoe- 
nr, et bonne ami, comme ma France, eſt en vous; mais 
une choſe ſeule me rende confuſe, j'ay tant d'enemis 
qu'ont votre oreille, la quelle ne pouvant avoir par pa- 
rolle, toutes mes actions vous ſont deſguiſees, et faſſe- 
ment raporters, par quoi il m'eſt impoſſible de mẽꝰaſſur- 
er de vous, pour les manteries qu'on vous a fait, pour 
deſtruĩre voſtre bonne volonte de moy; par quoy je de- 
hreros bien avoir ce bien vous faire entendre ma fincere 
et honne aſſection, laquelle je ne puis fi bien deſcrire, 
que mes encm!s a tort ne la decolore. Ma bonne ſoeur, 
gagnes Moy ; 1 moy querir, n'entres en jalouſie 
pour faulx raports de celle que ne defire que votre bonne 
grace; je me remettray fur Mefter Knolleis a qui je me 
ſuis librement deſcouverte, et apres vous avoir baifec les 
mains, j terai Dieu vous donner et ſante, longue et 
— vie. De Boton, ou je vous promets je n'cfpe- 
re pertir, qu'aveques voſtre bonne grace, quoyque les 

menteurs nu ntent. Ce 26 d' Aouſt. 

No. XXVIII. (p. 33, vol. 2.) 
Seen Elizabeth to the earl of Murray. 
(Paper-office, from a copy corrected by ſecretary Cecil.) 
IGHT truſty and right well beloved couſin, we greet 
you well, where we hear ſay, that certain reports 
are made in ſundry parts of Scotland, that whatioever 
ſhould fall out now upon the hearing of the queen of 
Scotts cauſe, in any proof to convince or to acquit the 
ſaid queen concerning the horrible murder of her late 
huſband our couſin, we have determined to reſtore her 
2 
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to her kingdom and government, we do ſo much diſlike 
hereof, as we cannot indure the ſame to receive-any 
credit; and therefore we have thought good to aſſure 
you, that the ſame is uatruly deviſed by the authors to 
our diſhonour. For as we have been always certified 
from our ſaid ſiſter, both by her letters and meſſages, 
that ſhe is by no means guilty or participant of that mur. 
der, which we wiſh to be true, fo ſure if-ſhe ſhould be 
found juſtly to be guilty thereof as hath heen reported of 
her, whereof we would be very ſorry, then, indeed, it 
ſhould behove us to conſider otherwiſe of her cauſe than 
to ſatisfy her defire in reſtitution of her to the govern- 
ment of that kingdom. And io we would have you and 
all others think, that ſhould be diſpofed to conceive ho- 
nourably of us and our actions. 
Indorſed 20. Sept. 1568. 
No. XXIX. (p. 38. vol. 2.) 
Sir Francis Knullys to Cecil, the gth of October 1568, from 
York, , 
| (An original. Payer Office.) 
—M' lord's grace of Norfolk ſending for me to 
Bolton, to attend upon him here Thuciay 
laſt, I made my rcpair hither accordingly, meaning ic 
ſtay here until Monday next; as toucking the matters of 
the commiſſion, that his grace and the reſt have from 
her highneſs, his grace hath imparted unto me of all 
things thereunto appertaining, and what hath hitherto 
paſſed, and altho' the matters be too weighty for my 
weak capacity, to preſume to utter any opinion of mine 
own thereof, yet 1 ſee that my lord Herries, for bis 
parte laboureth a reconciliation, to be had without the 
extremity of odious accuſations; my lord of Ledington 
alſo ſaith to me, that he couid wiſh theſe matters to be 
ended in dulce manner, fo that it might be done wilt 
ſafety; of the reſt you can conceive, by the advertitc- 
ments and writings, ſent up by our commiſſioners. 
A leiter from the biſhop of Roſs to the queen of Scots, from Youth, 
; . Citober 1 508. 
(Cot. Lib. Calig. C. 1. A copy.) 
LEIS your majeſty I conferred at length with A. ane 
great part of a night, who aſſured me that he bad 


cd fr 
Lold. 
main 
tendi 
this! 


bad 
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reaſoned with B this Saturday C. on the field, who de- 
terminate to him that it was the D. determinate purpoſe 
not to end your cauſe at this time, but to hold the fame 
in ſuſpence, and did what was in her power, to make 
the EL. purive the extremity to the effect F. and his ad- 
herents might utter all they could to your diſhonour, to 
the effe to cauſe you come in diſdain with the hai! ſub- 
jects of this realm, that ye may be the mair unable to 
attempt any thing to her diſadvantage. And to this ef- 
fe& is all her intention, and when they have produced 
all they can againſt you, D. will not appoint the matter 
inſtantly, but tranſport you up in the country, and re- 
tain you there till ſhe think time to ſhew you favour, 
which is not likely to be haſtily, becauſe of your uncles 
in France, 2nd the fear ſhe has of yourſelf to he her un- 
ſriend. And therefore their counſel is, that ye write an 
writing to the 1). meaning that ye are informitthat your 
ſubjects which has offendit you. This is in effect that 
your majeſty hearing the eſtate of your affairs as they 
proceed in York, was informed that her majeſty was in- 
formed of you, that you could not gudely remit your 
ſubjefts in ſueh fort as they might credit you hereafter, 
which was 2 gt cavic of the flay of this controverſy to 
de ended. And therefore per faading her D. effectually 
not to truſt any who had made any ſuch narration. But 
like as ye had rendered you in her hands, as moſt ten» 
der to you of any hving, fo prayit her take na opinion 
of you, but that ye wauld ute her counſell in all your 
aſſairs, and wald prefer her friendſhip to all others, as 
well uncles as others, and aſſure her to keep that thing 
re wald zt miſe to your ſubjects by her advice. And if 

« Oilcrecits H, ve would be glad to ſatisfy her iu that 
peint be removing vithin her reaim in Jecret and quict 
manner, where her G. plcaled, until the time her G. 
were fully jatisſicd, and all occaſion of diſcredit remove 
ed from her. So that in the mean time your realm were 
tolden in quiet neſs, and \cur true ſubjrRs reflored and 
waintaired in their cun efiate, 2nd fic other things 
tending ic this effect. And affirn.s that they believe that 
this n:ay Le cecaſion to =_ ker cicdit you that ye ot- 
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fer ſo far; and it may come that within two or three 
months ſhe may become better minded to your grace, 
for now ſhe is not well-minded, and will not ſhew you 
any pleaſure for the cauſes aforeſaid. 

N. 3. The title of this paper is in Cecil's hand; the 
following key is added in another hand. 

A. The laird of Lethingtou. , 
B. The duke of Norfolk. 
C. Was the day he rode to Cawbod. 
D. The queen of England. 
E. The queen of Scots commiſſioncrs. 
F. The earl of Murray. 
No. XXX. (p. 46. vol. 2.) : 
Deliberation of ſecretary Cecil's concerning Scotland, Dec. 21. 
1568, Es 
[Piper Office.] 
T* beſt way for England, but not the eafteſt, that 
the queen of Scots tight remain derived of her 
crown, and the ſtate continue as it is. 

The ſecond way for England profitable, and not fo 
hard.— That the queen of Scotts might be induced, by 
Jome perſwaſions, to agree that her fon might continue 
king, becauſe he is crowned, and herſelf to remain alſo 
queen; and that the government of the realm might h. 
committed to fuch perſons as the queen of England 
ſhould name, ſo as for the nomination of them it might 
be ordered, that a convenient number of perſon; ©! 
Scotland ſhould be firſt named to the queen of Engſand. 
indiſſerently tor the queen of Scots, and for her ton, that 
4s to fay, the one halt by the queen of Scots, ani ihe o- 
ther by the earl of Lennox and lady Lennox, parents to 
the child; and out of thoſe, the quren's majeity ©! 
 Fngland to make choice tor all the * the realty, 
that are, by the laws of Scetland, diſpoſa lle by the king 
or queen of the land. 

4 kat until this may he done by the queen's maic!y, 
tlie government remain in the hands of the carte of Mus: 
ray as it is, providing he ſhall not diipoſe of any oiturs 
of perpetuals to continue any longer but ' theft afl 
or tlie Premles, 


ce, 


That a parlizment be ſummoned in Scotland by ſeve- 
ral commandm<e:ts, both of the queen of Scots and of 
the young king. 

— That hoitages be delivered unto England on the 
young king's bchalf, to the number of twelve perſons 
of the earle of Murray's part as the queen of Scots ſhall 
name; and likewife on the queen's behalf to the like 
number as the carle of Murray ſhall name; the fame not 
to he any that have by inheritance or office cauſe to be 
in this parliament, to remain from the beginning of the 
ſummons ot that parliament, until three months after that 

arhament; which koſtages ſhall be pledges, that the 
Finds of either part ſhall «cept che peace in all caſes, till 
by this parliameut it be concluded, that the ordinance 
which the queen of England ſhall deviſe for the govern- 
ment of the realin (being not to the hurt of the crown of 
Scotland, nor contrary to the laws of Scotlanel for any 
maus inheritanze, as the ſame was before the parlia- 
ment at Edinr the Decent 1567) ſhall be eflabliſhed to 
be kept and oveyed, under pain of high treaſon for the 
breakers thereot. 

—— That by the ſame parliament alſo be eſtabliſhed 
all executions and judgments given againſt any perſon 
for the death of the late king. | 

——— That by the ſame parliament, a remiſſion be 
made univerſally from the queen of Scots to any her 
contrarys, and alſo from every one ſubject to another, 
ſaving that reſtitution be made of lands and houſes, and 
all otizes things heritable, that have been by cither fide 
taken from them which were the owner's thereof at the 
comnut!ting of the queen of Scots to Locklevin. 

That by the tame parliament ir be declared who ſhall 
be ſuc ellors tothe crown next after the q. of Scots and 
her iſſuc: or elſe, hat ſuch right of the d. of Chatelhe- 
rault hat, at the marriage of the q. ot Scots with the 
ford Daenley, may be coulerved and not prejudiced, 

That the q. of Scots may have leave of the queen's 
majeity of England, twelve months after the ſald pur 
Lament, and that ih- ſhall .not depart out of England 
without fpeci.l livence of the queen's nujelt y. 

That the voting kivg ſhall Le nourithed and hrofygtt 
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up in England, till he be years of age. 

It is to be conſidered, that in this cauſe the compoſi- 
tion between the queen and her ſubjects may be niade 
with certain articles, outwardly to he ſeen to the world 
for her honour, as though all the parts ſhould come of 
her, and yet for the ſurety of contrarys, that certain be- 
twixt her and the queen's majeſty are to be concluded. 
No. XXXI. (p. 48, vol. 2.) 

The queen to Sir Francis Knolleys, 22 Jan. 1568-9. 
(Paper office.) 

W E greet you well, we mean not, at this point, by 

any writing, to renew that which it hath plcaſed 
God to make grievous to us and ſorryſul to yow; but 
forbearing the | cnc as unmect at this point, having cc- 
caſion to command yow in our ſervice, and yow allo 
u hileſt you are to ſerve us. We require yow to conſi- 
der of his that followeth with like conſideration and di- 
ligence, as hitherto you have accuſtumate in our ſervice; 
at the time of our laft letters written to yow the fouy- 
teenth of ris month for removing of the queen of Scots, 
we had unde1Randing out of Scotland of certain wriit- 
ings ſent by her from thence into Scotlaud, amcrgſt the 
v hich one is found to contain great and manifelt un- 
truths touching us and others allo, as ſhall and = 
Jainly appear unto you by the copy of the fame, whic 
lizewile we fend yo, and becaule at the ſame time we 
vere advertifcd, that it ſhouid be ſhortly proclaimed in 
Scotland, though then it was not, we thought pood ſuſt 
to remove the queen, Fefore we could diſcloſe the fame, 
and then expect the iſſue thereot; and now, this Cay, 
by letters from our coulin of Huniden we are afcertain- 
cd, that ſince that time the ſame matters contained in 
the writings, are publiſhed in diverſe ports of Scotland, 
„ hereupon we have thought it very micet, fer the diſ. 
charge of our honour, and to con{ound the ſalſcheod 
contained in that writing, not only to have the ſame re- 
j10vcd by open proclaniation upon our frontiers, the co» 
py vkereet we co herewith fend vou, tut alfo in con- 
venient fort to charge that queen thercunh, fo as fic 
may be moved to declare the authors thereof, and per- 
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ſuaders of her, to write in ſuch ſlanderous ſort ſuch un- 
truths of us; and in the mean ſeaſon, we have here ſtay- 
ed her commiſſioners, knowing no other whom we 
more probably preſume to be parties hereunto, than 
they, until the queen ſhall name ſome other, and acquit 
them; who being generally charged, without <xprefling 
to them any partictlarity, do uſe all manner of ſpecches 
to diſcharge themſelves: wherefore our pleaſure is, that 
ye ſhall, atter ye have well peruſed the copy of this writ- 
ing ſent to yow, ſpeedily declare unto her, that we have 
good underſtanding given us of diverſe letters and writ- 
ings ſent by her into Scotland, figned by her own hand, 
amongſt which one ſuch writing is ſent with her com- 
mandment exprefly as now it is already publiſhed, as 
we are much troubled in mind that a princeſs as ſhe is 
having a cauſe in our hands ſo implicated with difficul- 
tys and calamitys, ſhould either conceave in her own 
mind, or allow of them that ſhould deviſe ſuch falſe, 
untrue, and improbable matters againſt us, and our ho- 
nor, and ſpecially to have the aventure to have the ſame 
being known ſo untrue to be publiſhed ; and you ſhall 
allo ſay, becauſe we will not think fo ill of her, as that 
it hould proceed of her ſelf, but rather ſhe hath been 
counſelled thereunto, or by abuſe made to think ſome 
1 thereof to be true, we require her, even as ſhe may 
ook for ony favour at our hands, that ſhe will diſburden 
kerſelf as much as truly ſhe may herein, and name them 
which have been the authors and perſwaders thereof, 
and fo ſhe ſhall make as great amends to us as the caſe 
may require; after you have thus far proceeded, and 
lome anſwer of her, whether ſhe ſhall deny the writing 
abſolutely, or name any that have been the adviſers 
thereof, you ſhall fay unto her that we have ſtayed her 
commiſſioners here, until we may have ſome anſwer 
hereof, becauſe we cannot but impute to them ſome part 
of this evil dealing, until by her anſwer the authors may 
be known; and as ſoon as you can have direct anſwers 
from her, we pray you to return us the ſame; for.as 
the caſe ſtandeth, we cannot but be much diſquieted 
with it, having our honour ſo deeply touched contrary 
to any intention in us, and for any thing we know in 
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our judgment the earl of Murray, and others named in 
the ſame writing void of thought for the matters, 10 
them therein imputed; you may impart to the queen of 
Scots either the contents of the . letter, or ſhew 
her the copy to read it, and you may alſo impart this 
matter to the lord Scroop, to join with you there as you 
ſhall think meet. 


Sir Francis Knolleys to queen Elizabeth, from Wetherby, ile 
28th January 1568. 
{An original. Paper oſſice.] 

_— WILL ſuppreſs my own griefs, and paſs them o- 

ver with filence, for the preſent learning of you? 
majeſty—and for this queen's anſwer to the coppie 
her ſuppoſed letter ſent unto Scotland, I muſt add this 
unto my brother's letter, ſent unto Mr. Secretary ye 
ternight late; im proceſs of time ſhe did not deny but 
that the firſt lines contained in the ſaid coppie was a- 
greeable to a letter, that ſhe had ſent unto Scotland, 
which touched my lord of Murray's promiſe to deliver 
her ſor, into your majeſly's hands, and to avoid that the 
fame ſhould not be done without her conlent, made ber, 
ſhe ſaith, to write in that behalf; ſhe ſaith alſo that the 
wrote that they ſhould cauſe a proclamation to be made 
to ſtir her people to defend my lord of Murray's intent 
and purpo e, for delivering of her ſaid ſon, and impunge 
his rebellious government, as ſhe termed it, but ſhe ut- 
terly denyeth to have written any of the other ſlander- 
ous part of the ſaid letter touching your majeſty ; ſhe 
ſaid alſo, that ſhe ſuſpected that a Frenchman, now in 
Scotland, might be the author of ſome Scotch letters de- 
viſed in her name, but ſhe would not allow me to writ 
this for any part of her anſwer. 


No. XXXII. (p. 54, vol. 2.) 
Sir Nicholas Throkmorton to the right benourable the lord of 
Liddington, 
[2cth July 1569. From the original.] 
OUR letter of the third of July, I have received the 
1:th of the ſame. Foranſwer whereunto you (hal 
underſtand, that friends here to my lord regent and yo 
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do wiſh ſuch a concurrence in all doings, as in matter 
and circumiltances there ariſe no diſſenſion, or at the 
laſt, no more nor other than the difference of countries 
doth neceſſarily require. We here do think convenient 
that as few delays be uſed as may be, for the conſum- 
mation of the matter in hand, which principally to ad- 
rance, your allowance, proſecution, and ſpeedy promo- 
tion in Scotland, is moſt requiſite, for you are 2 wiſe, 
aud well acquainted with the ſtate of the world, and 
with all our humours, as you know that ſome do allow 
and ditallow tor reaſon, ſome for reſpect of multitude, 
ſome for reſpect of perſons, ant fo the cauſe is to go for- 
ward as men do like to ſet it forward, You are not to 
jerk that ſome will uſe cautions, ſome neutrality, ſome 
delaya, and fore will plainly impunge it. And yet all 
and every of theſe lorts will alter their doings, when 
they ſhall ſee the regent and his favourers accord with 
tac bett and greateſt part there, and agree with the wif- 
eſi and ftrongeſt part here. Tho” the matter has taken 
its beginning here upon deep and weighty conſidera- 
tions, for the weil of both the princes and their realms, 
25 well prefently, as in time to come, yet it is thought 
moſt exp<dient, that the regent and realm of Scotland, 
by you, ſhould propoſe the matter to the queen our ſo- 
rerrigu, if you like to uſe convenience, good order, or 
be diſpoſed to leave but a ſcar, and no wound of the 
hurts paſt. I would be glad that this my letter ſhould 
come to your hands befare the convention, whereat it 
ems your queen's reſtoration and marriage to the duke 
of Newfoik ſhould be propounded, either to wynne in 
them both allowance or rejection. To which proceed- 
iags, becauſe you pray me to write frankly, I ſay and 
realon tbiis, me thiuketh you uſe a prepoiterous order, 
to deu and the content of tuch perſons, in ſuch matters, 
v their nunds to a good end hath rather heen feit or 
prepared, and theretore there muſt needs follow either 
a uuiverial refulal, or ſactious diviſion amongſt you, 
whereby a blonſtering intelligence muſt needs come to 
queen Eliæabrth of the intended marriage from thence, 
which ought to have been ſecretly and adviſedly pro- 
Fuudcd unto her tughacts; hercby you ſce then the 
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meaning is, by this dealing, her majeſty ſhafl be made 
inexorable, and ſo bring the matter to ſuch paſſe, as tl 
which ſhould have wrought ſurety, quietneſs, and a ſtay 
to both queens and their realms, ſhall augment your ca- 
lamity, and throw us your beſt friends into divorſe with 
you, and into unhappy diviſions amongſt ourſeI\ cs; for 
you may net conjecture that the matter is now in deli- 
raticn, but expecteth good , occaſion for executing; 
ſure I am you do not judge ſo ſlenderly of the managing 
this matter, as to think we have not caſt the worſt, or 
to enter therein ſo far without the aſſiſtance of the nohi- 
lity, the ableſt, the wiſeſt, and the mightieſt of this realm, 
except queen Elizabeth: from whom it hath been con- 
cealed until you, as the fitteſt miniſter, might propeurd 
it to her, on the behalf of the regent and the nobility 
of Scotland. How far maſter Woddes defamaticrs do 
carry them of queen Elizabeth's affections, and makter 
ſecretary's, to aſſiſt the regent, and to fuppreſs the queen 
of Scots, I know not, nor is it not material; but I do 
aſſuredly think, that her majefly will prefer her jurety, 
the tranquility of her reign, and the conſervation of her 
people, before any device, which may proceed from vain 
diſcourſe, or imperſections of paſſions, and inconſiderate 
affections. And as for Mr. haawy, you are not to 
learn, that as he liketh not to go too faſt afore, fo he co- 
veteth not to tarry too far behind, and ſpecially when 
the reliques be of no great value or power. If I couli 
as well aſſure you of his magnanimity and conſtaucy, as 
of his preſent conformity, I would ſay confidently, you 
may repoſe as well of him in this matter, as of the duke 
of Norfolk, the earls of Arundel, Pembroke, Leiceſtcr, 
Bedford, Shreu ſbury, and the reſt of the nobility; a! 
which do embrace and proteſte the accompliſtment of 
this caſe, I have, according to your advice, written 
preſently to my lord regent, with the ſame zeal and care 
of his well doing that I owe to him, whom | love and 
honour. Mr. Secretary hath aſſured unto him the qu. 
of Scotland's ſavour and goud opinion, wherewith he 
ſcemeth to be well ſatisfy'd. It your credit be, 25 | 
truſt, haſten your coming hither, jor it is very nech 
ry that you were here preſently. Q Elizabeth beth cot 


with 
i th 
othe! 
ume 
Ueter 
the ſ. 
00 iy r 
.rove 


\ 


: APPENDIX, 

write to my lord regent in ſuch ſort, as he may perceive 
Mr. Wood's diſcourſes of her majeſty's aſfection to be 
vain, and Mr. Secretary otherwiſe beat than he conjec- 
tureth of him, the effect of which her majeſty's letter 
vou ſhall underſtand, by my lord Leiceſter's letter unto 
vou at this diſpatch. At the court, 20 July 1569. 


No. XXXIII. (p. 55, vol. 2.) 


Part of a letter from the earl of Murray to R. B. / probably 
lord Burleigh. } 
(1569. Hart. Lib. 37. B. 9. fo. 43.) 

— Bee I ſee that great advantage is taken on 

ſmall occaſions, and that the mention of the 
marriage betwixt the queen my ſovereign's mother, and 
the d. of Norfolk hath this while paſt been very frequent 
in both the realms, and then I myſelt to be ſpoken of as 
2 motioner, which I perceive is at the laſt come to her 
majeſty's ears; I will, for ſatisfaction of her — 
and the diſcharge of my duty towards her majeſty, ma- 
niſeſt unto you my intereſt, and medling in that matter, 
from the very beginuing, knowing whatſoever is preju- 
Gcial to ber 1 ;hnels, cannot but be hurtful to the king 
my ſovereign, this his realm, and me. What conferences 
was hetwixt the duke of Norfolk, and any of them that 
were with me within the realm of England, I am not 
able to declare; but I am no wiſe forgetful of any thing 
that paſſed betwixt him and me, either at that time, or 
ſincc. And to the end her ＋ may underſtand 
how I have been dealt with, in this matter, I am com- 
pelled to touch ſome circuniſtances, hefore there was an 
mention of her marriage. In York, at the meeting of 
all the commuſſioners, I found very—and neutral dea ing 
with the duke, and other her highneſs's commiſſioners 
a the beginning of the cauſe, as in the making of the 
others to procecd ſincerely, and ſo furth. During which 
ume 1 entered into general ſpeech, ſticking at-our juft 
defence in the matters that were objected againſt us, by 
the ſaid queen's committioners, looking certainly for no 
„her thing, but ſummary cognition in the caule of con- 
covertly, with a final declaration to have followed, Ups. 
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on a certain day the lord Lithington ſecretary rode with 
the duke to Howard, what purpoſe they had I cannot 
ſay, but that night Lithington returning, and entering in 
conference with me upon the ſtate of our action, I waz 
adviſed by him to paſs to the duke, and require familiar 
conference, by the which I might have ſome feeling to 
what iſſue our matters would tend. According to which 
advice, having gotten time and place convenient in the 
gallery of the houſe where the duke was lodyed, after 
renewing of our firſt acquaintance made at Berwick, the 
time before the aflize of Leith, and ſome ſpeeches paſſed 
betwixt us; he began to ſay to me, how he in England 
had favour and credit, and I in Scotland had will aud 
friendfhip of many, it was to be thought there could be 
none more fit inflruments, to travel tor the continuance 
of the amity betwixt the realms than we two. And to 
that diſcourſe upon the preſent ſtate of both, and how | 
was entered in that action tending ſo far to the queen's 
diſnonour, I was willed by him to conſider how matters 
ftood in this, what honour | bad received of the queen, 
and what inconveniencies her defamation in the matters 
laid to her charge m:glt breed to her poſterity, Her 
reſpect was not little to the crown of England, there 
was but one heir. The Hamiltons my unfriends had 
the next reſpect, and that 1 ſhould ejteent the iſſue of her 
body would be the more aflectionate to me and mine, 
than any other that could attain to that crown. And 
it ſhould be mecteſt, that ſhe affirmed her difuuthon 
made in Lochleviu, and we do abſtract the letters of 
her haud write, that ſhe ſhould not be defained in Bus- 
land. IA reply to that was, how the matter had pal 
ſed in pailiainent. and the letters ſten of inany, ſo that 
the abſtracting oſ the ſame could not then ſceure her to 
any purpoſe, aral yet ſnauld we, in that doing, bring 
the ignominy upon us. Aﬀtiriaing it would not be tir 
for us that way i procecd, wrong the queen's majcly 
of England was not mage privy to the matter as (he 
oughit to be, in reſpect we were vurpolcly come to Eug- 
land for that end, and for the--ot the grants of 647 
cauſe. The duke's anf.ver was, he wont rake in han! 
to handle matters well cnvugh at the cout, After ils. 
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on the occaſion of certain articles, that were required to 
he ve ſolved on, before we entered on the declaration of 
the very ground of our action, we came up to the court; 
where ſome new commiſſioners were adjdined to the 
former, and the hearing of the matter ordained to be in 
the parliament houſe at Weſtminſter in preſence of which 
commiſſioners of the ſaid queen, and — through the— 
rebuking of the queen of England's own com miſſioners, 
we uttered the whole of the action, and produced ſuch 
evidences, letters, and probations, as we had, which 
might move the queen's majeſty to think well of our 
cauſe. Whereupon expecting her highneſs declaration, 
and ſceing no great likelihood of the ſame to he ſudden- 
ly given, but daily motions then made to come to an 
accord with the ſaid queen, our matters in hand in Scot- 
land, in the mean ſeaſon, ſtanding in hazard and dan- 
ger, we were put to the lttermoſt point off our wit, to 
imagine whereunto the matters would tend, tho? albeit 
we had left nothing undone for juſtiſication of cur cau- 
fes, yet appeared no end, but continual motions made to 
come to ſome accord with the queen, and reſtore her to 
whole or half reign. I had no other anſwer to give 
them, but that I ſhould neither do againſt conſcience or 
honour in that matter. Notwithſtanding ſeeing this my 
plain anſwer wrought no end, nor diſpatch to us, and 
that | was informed that the duke began to diſlike of 
me, and to {peak of me, as that I had reported ot the 
ſaid queen irreverently, calling her ——* ard murderer, 
] was adviſed to paſs to him, and give him good words 
and to purge mytclt of the things objected to me, that 
I ſhould not open the fudden entry of his evil grace, nor 
have him to our enemy —conſidering his greatnels. 
It being therewithal whiſpered, and ſhewed to me, that 
if T departed, he ſtanding diſcontented and not ſatisfied, 
| might peradventure find ſuch trouble in my way, as 
my throat might be cut before I came to Berrick Aud 
therefore ſince it might well enough appear to her mar- 
riage, I ſhould not put him in utter deſpair, that my 
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good will could not be had therein. So few days before 


my departing I came to the park in Hampton cour, 
where the duke and I met together, and there I declared 
unto him that it was come to my ears, how ſome mil 
report ſhould be made of me to him, as that I ſhould 
ſpeak irreverently and raſhly of the ſaid queen my ſove- 
reign's mother, ſuch words as before 1 that he 

might + thereby my affection to be ſo alienate from 
her, as that ] could not love her, nor be content of her 
prelerinent, how heit he might 8 himſelf of the 
contrary, for 2s ſhe once was the perſon in the world 
that I loved beft, having that honour to be ſo near unto 
her, and having received ſuch advancement and honour 
by her, I was not ſo ungrate or fo unnatural ever to wiſh 
her body harm, or to ſpeak of her as was untruly report. 
ed of me ny” er the truth was in the ſelf,) and as 
to the preſervation of her ſon, now my ſovereign, had 
moved me to enter into this cauſe, and that her own 
preſſing was the occaſion of that was uttered to her—: 
whenloever God ſhould move her heart to repent of her 
bypaſt, behaviour and life, and after her known repent- 
ance, that ſhe ſhould be ſeparate from that ungodly and 
unlawful marriage that ſhe was entered in, and then at- 
ter were joined with ſuch a godly and honourable a per. 
ſonage, as were affectioned to the true religion, and 
whom we might truſt, I could find in my heart to love 
her, and to ſhew her as great pleaſure, favour, and gocd 
will, as ever I did in my liſe; and in caſe he ſhould be 
that perſonage, there was none whom I could better like 
of, the queen — in — of England being made privy 
to the matter, and ſhe allowing thereof, which being 
done, I ſhould labour in all things that I could, to her 
honour and picaſure, that were not prejudicial to the 
king my ſovercign's eſtate, and prayed him not to think 
otherwiſe of me, for my affection was rather buried 
and hidden within me, awaiting until God ſhould direct 
her to know herſelf, than — A alienated and abſtract 
ed from her; which he ſeemed to accept in very goo! 
part, ſaying, earl of Murray thou thinks of me that 
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thing, whereunto I will make none in England or Scot- 
land privy, and thou haſt Norfolk's life in wy hands. 
8 departing, I came to my lodging, and by the way, 
and ah night, I was in continual thought and agitation 
of mind, how to behave myſelf in that weighty matter, 
firft, imagining whereunto this ſhould tend, if it were 
attempted without the queen's majeſty of England's 
— and good will, this realm, and I myſelt in 

articular having received ſuch favour and comfort at 
— highneſs's hands, and this whole ile ſuch peace and 
quietneſs, ſince God poſſeſſed her majeſty with the 
crown. And on the other parts ſeeing the duke had 
diſcloſed him to me, proteſting, none other were or 
ſhould be privy to our —_— I tho't I could not find in 
my heart to utter any thing that might endanger him; 
moved to the uttermoſt with theſe cogitations, and all 
defire of ſleep then removed, I prayed God to ſend me 
ſome good relief and outgate, to my diſcharge, and ſa- 
tisfaction of my troubled mind, which 1 found indeed; 
for upon the morn, or within a Cay or two thereafter, I 
entered into converſation with my lord of Leiceſter, in 
his chamber at the court, where he began to find ſtrange 
with me, that in the matter I mace fo difficult to him, 
ſlanding 10 preciſely on conference, and how when 1 had 
in my communication with the duke, come fo far — 
and there he mace fome diſcourſe with me, about that 
which was talke betwixt us, I perceiving that the duke 
had —f the matter to my lord of Leiceſter, and thinking 
me thereby diſcharged at the duke's hands, therefore J 
repeated the ſame communication in every point to my 
ord of Leiceſter, who deſired me to ſhew the ſame to 
the queen's majeſty, which I refuſed to do, willing him 
he tho't it might import her highneſs any thing, that 
he as one — by her majeſty, ard for many benefits re- 
cerved at her highneſs's hands is obliged to wiſh her well, 
ſhould make declaration of the ſame to her majeſty, as I 
uderſtand by ſome ſpeech of her highneſs to me, he did. 
is my declaration to the duke was the only cauſe, 
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that ſtaid the violence and trouble prepared for me un- 
executed, as I have divers ways 222 The ſams 
declaration I was obliged to renew fince in writings 
of --- ſent to my ſervant John Wood. The ſum where. 
of, I truſt, he ſhewed the duke, and ſomething allo [ 
wrote to himſelf, for it was tho't this ſhould redeem 
ſome time, that the duke ſhould not ſuddenly declare 
him our enemy, for his e was oft laid before 
me, and what friendſhip he had of the chief of the no- 

bility in England, fo that it might appear to the queen“ ; 


majeſty of England ſo cold towards us, and doing no- fi 
thing publickly that might ſcem favourable for us, we n 
had ſome cauſe to ſuſpect that her highneſs ſhould not be h 
contrarious to the marriage when it ſhould be propoſed p. 
to her. The ſharp meſſage ſent by her majeſty with the to 
lord Boyd, who had the like commiſſion from the ol 
duke tending ſo far to the faid queen's preferment, as it ar 
were propoſing one manner ot conditions from both, W 
gave us to think that her highneſs had been foreſeen in m 
the duke's deſign, and that fhe might be induced to al- th, 
low thereo!, But howheit it was deviſed in England, me 


that the lord of Lethlington ſhould come as from me, and 
break the matter to her higbneſs, as her majeſty in a let- 
ter declared that fhe looked for his coming, yet that de- 
viſe proceeded never of me, nor the noblemen at the W, 
convention could no wile accord to his ſending, nor al- 
low of the matter motio1:ed, but atogether mifliked it, 
as bringing with the ſame great juconveniencies to the 
ſurety and quietnels of this whole iſle; for our proceed s | 
ing have declared our miſliking and duajlowance of tir 
purpoſe from the beginning, and if we had pleated e pre 
was ready for the journey. And in likewile it was 6. fort 
viſed to give conſcut, tliat the ; between the 144 ſpce 


queen and Both well, ſnould be ſuffered to proceed 1» fore 
this realm, as it wes detired by the faid lord Boyd, br knc 
reaſon we could not underftand what was the que; mv 
matcliy's phature, and allowance in that behalt,-— Ami thin 
wierecs ye mean, that her hig!neſs was not made privy WM abo! 
et en, uk intention, the fault was not in ne. II.: trui 
— tn rr mr rt umn my 
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firſt motion being declared, as I have written, to my 
lord of Leiceſter,* and by him imparted to her majeſty, 
ſo far as I could perceive by ſome ſpeech of her he . 
neſs's to me, before my departing. Thus I have plain- 
ly declared how I have been dealt withal for this mar- 
riage, and how juſt neceſſity moved me not to require 
directly that which the duke appeared ſo ——unto. And 
for my threatenings, to aſſent to the ſame, I have ex- 

reſſed the manner; the perſons that. laid the matter be- 
— me, were of my own company. But the duke 
ſince hath ſpoken, that it was his writing which ſaved 
my life at that time. In concluſion I pray you perſuade 
her majeſty, that ſhe let no ſpeeches nor any other thing 
paſſed and objected to my prejudice, move her majeſly 
to alter her favour - towards me, or any ways to doubt 
of my aſſured conſtancy towards her highneis; for in 
any thing which may tend to her honour and ſurety, I 
will, while ] live, beſtow myſelf, and all that will do for 
me, notwithſlanding my hazard or danger, as proof 
ſhould declare, when her majeſty ſinds time to employ 
me. 


— —— — —— 

No. I. (p. 63. vol. 2.) 
William Maitland, Ledinglon, to my lord of Leiceſter, March 

20th 1570, from Ledington. 

(An original) 

T great deſolation threatened to this whole realm, 
be the diviſions thereof in dangcrous factions, doth 
preſs me to frame my letters to your lordſhip, ia other 
forts then were behovefull for me, if 1 had no other re— 
ſpect, but only to maintain my private credit; there- 
tore Jam driven to ſurniſh them with matter, which I 
know not to be plauſible, whereupon by mteonittuing 
my meaning, ſome there may take occaſion of offcuce, 
thinking that I rather utter my own paſſtons, than go 
about to inform your lordchip truly of thy ilate; but l 
trult my plain dealing ſhali bear record to the lincerty of 
my meaning; to make the ſame ſenſible, | will lay be- 
tore your lordſhip's eyes, the plat of this country; whic tt 
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firſt is divided into two factions, the one pretending the 
king's reign, the other alledging the queen to have been 
cruelly dealt withall, and unjuſtly deprived of her ſlate; 
the former is compoſed of a good number of nohility, 
8 and principal burroughs of the realme, who 

all have, as Mr. Randolph beareth us in hand, the 

ueen's majeſly your ſovercign's allowance and protec- 
tion; the other hath in it ſome moſt principal of the nohili. 
55 and therewitha!l, good numbers of = inferior ſort, 
throughout the whole reahn, which alſo look affured!y 
that all kings do allow their quarrel and will aid ihem 
accordingly, Whit conſequence this diviſion will drow 
after it, I leave it to your lordſhip's conſideration, there 
is fallen out anether diviſion, accidentally, by my lord 
regent's death, which is like to change the ſtate of the 
other two factions, to increaſe the one, and diminiſh the 
other, whick is grounded upon the regiment of the realm, 
Some number of noblemen aſpire to the government, 
pretending right thereto by reaſon of the queen's den- 
ſion of the croun, and her commiſſion granted at that 
time for the regiment during the king's minority; ans 
other faction doth altogether repine againſt that diviſion, 
thinking it-neither fit nor tolerable, that three or four 
of the meaneſt ſort among the earls, ſhall prefume to 
challenge to themſelves a rule over the whole realme, 
the next of the blood, the firſt in rank, the greateſt a. 
way both for the antientry of their houſes, degree, and 
forces, being negleckted ; this order they think prepo— 
ſterous, that the meaner ſort ſhall be hed in public 
function to command, and the greater ſhall continue 2 
private men to obey; beſides that, they think it the 
commiſſion had in the beginning been valewable (which 
the moſt part will not grant) yet can it not be extended 
to the preſent, for that the conditions thereunto annex- 
ed are ceaſed, and fo the effect of the whole void; the 


latter part of this diviſion hath many pretencee, for be- 


ſides the queen's faction, which is wholly ou that fits, 
a great number of theſe that have heretofore profeſi1 
the king's obedience do favour the ſame, and will not 
yield to the government of the other, whoſe prefermen. 
or reſpects they diſlike, when the queen faction . 
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be increaſed, with a part of the king's, and theſe not of 

gte 1caſt ſubſtance, and yow may judge what is like to en- 
been ſue ; another incident is like to move men to enter in 
late; further diſcourſes, it is given out here in Scotland that 
lity, the queen's majeſty is ſctting forth ſome forces towards 
who the border, which ſhall enter this realm, to countenance 
the theſe, that aſpire to the regiment, and ſuppreſs the con- 


"eee WE trary faction, and bruits are ſpread, that the ſame ſhall 
bilt- be here out of hand; theſe that think themſelves of e- 
ſort, ual force with their contrary faction at home, are ra- 
edly ther an overmatch ro them, yet not able to encounter 
hem with the forces of another prince, rather than yield to 
their inferiors, will, I fear, take advice of neceſſity, and 
nere evil counſellors, and ſeek alſo the maintenance of ſome 


lord foreign prince, whereby her majeſty (altho” no further 
the inconvenient were to be feared) muſt be driven to exceſ- 
the ſive charges, and it would appear there were a conſpira- 


um. cy of all the elements at one time to ſet us together by 
nt, the ears, for now when the rumour of your forces com- 
n Ting towards the border is ſpread abroad, even at the 


that WT ſane time is arrived at Dumbarton, a galzeon with a 
all. WH meſſenger ſent expreſly from the king of France, to that 
ion, ¶ part of the nobility that favours the queen, to learn the 
four WF ſtate of the country, and what ſupport they lack or de- 
e to fire, either for furtherance of her affairs, or for their 
me, ¶ own ſaſety; aſſuredly this meſſage will be well received 
and ſuffered accordingly, this is the preſent ſtate of 
and Scotland. Now if your lordſhip would alſo know my 
-20- We opinion, how to choice the beſt, as the caſe ſtandeth; 
blic will in that alſo fatisfie your lordſhip, J am required 
c 25 WF from them to deal plainly, and your lordſhip ſhall judge 
the WF whether I do ſo or not; for I think it plain dealing 
aich BY when I ſimply utter my judgment, and go not about to 
Cc BY diſguiſe my intents. I truſt the queen's majeſty hath a 
ex- dee to retain at her devotion the realme of Scotland, 
th: BY which ſhe hath gone about to purchaſe, with beſtowin 
be- WY great charges, and forthe loſs of ſome of her poopie, this 
i; WY defire is honourable for her highneſs, profitable for both 
the countrys, and of none to be diſallowed; ſpecially if 
it be (as I take it) to have the amity of the whole realm, 
bor it is not a portion of Scotland can ſerve her turn, nor 
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will it prove commodious for her to ſuit the friendſhip of 
a faction of Scotland, for in ſo doing, in gaining the 
beſt, ſhe may loſe the more, and the ſame would bring 
all her actions with us in ſuſpicion, if ſhe ſhould go about 
to nouriſh factions amongſt us, which meaning I am 
ſure never entered into her majeſty's heart; then if it be 
the friendſhip of the whole ſhe doth demand, let her 
not, for pleaſure of one part, go about to overthrow the 
remnant, which will not be ſo faifible, as ſome may 
give her to underſtand; but rather, by way of treaty, 
et her go about to pacify the whole ſtate, bring the 
parties to an accord, reduce us all by good means to an 
uniformity, ſo ſhall ſhe give us all occaſion to think well 
of her doings, that ſhe tendeth out wealth, and pro- 
vokes us univerſally to wiſh unto her majeſty a moſi 
proſperous continuance; by the contrary, if, for the 
pleaſure of a few, ſhe will ſend forces to ſuppreſs tho 
whom they miſlike, and fo conſequently offend many; 
men be not ſo faint hearted, but they have courage to 
provide for their own ſaſety, and not only will embrace 
the means partly offered, but will alſo procure further, 
at the hand of other princes. This for mine own part, 
I do abhor, and proteſt I defire never to ſee forces of 
ſtrangers to ſet foot within this land, yet I know not to 
what point necefſity may drive men into, as if men in 
the middle of the ſea were in a ſhip, which ſuddenly 
ſhould be ſet on fire, the fear of burning would make 
them leap into the ſea, and ſoon after the fear of the wa- 
ter would drive them to cleive again to the fired ſhip, ſo 
for avoiding preſent evil, men will many times be in- 
forced to have recourſe to another no leſs dangerous, 
Truſt me forces will not bring forth any good fruit to 
her majeſty's behove, it muſt be ſome way of treaty ſhall 
ſerve the turn, wherein by my former letters your lord. 
ſhip doth know already what is my judgment; you let 
how plainly I do write, without conſideration in what 
part my letters may be taken, yet my hope is that ſuch 
as will favourably interpret them, ſhali think that 
mean as well to her majeſty, and that realme, as theſe 
that will utter other language. I wiſh the continuance 
of the amity betwixt the two countrys, without ot} 


at | 
hicſe 
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that 
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reſpect, and will not conceal from her majeſty any thiny, 
to my knowledge, tending to the prejudice thereof; it L 
ſhall perceave her majeſty taking frank dealings in evil 
part, I ſhall from thenceforth forbear; in the mean ſca- 
ſon I will not ceaſe to trowhle your lordſhip, as 1 ſhall 
have occaſion to write, and fo [ take my leave of your 


lordſhip. | 
| No. II. (p 69, vol. 2.) 

Litter of queen Elizabeth to the earl of Suſſeks, July 2d, 1570. 
Calderw. MS. Hiſtory, vol. 2. p. 189 ] 
Rur truſty and well beloved couſin we great you 

well, this day we have reccived your letters of 28 
the laſt month, with all other letters, ſent from Scotland, 
and mentioned in your letters, whereunto anſwer is de- 
fired to be given before the tenth of this month; which 
is a very ſhort time, the weightineſs of the matters, and 
the diſtances of the places conſidered; nevertheleſs we 
have, as the ſhortneſs could ſuffer it, reſolved to give 
this anſwer following, which we will that yow, by war- 
rant hereof fhall cauſe to he given in our name to the 
carl of Lennox and the reſt ot the noblemen convcened 
with him Where it is by them, in their letters, and 
writings alledged, that for lack of our reſolute antwer, 
concerning the eſtabliſhing of the regiment of the 
realin, under their young king, great inconveniences 
have happened, and therefore they have deferred now 
at their laſt convention to determine of the famine, 
who hall have the place of governour, until the z 1ſt of 
es month, before which time they require to have our 
avi, in what perſon or perions the government of 
at realm ſhall be eſtabliſhed, we accept very thank- 
ally the goodwill and reputation they have of us, in 
welding fo frankly to require and follow our adviſe in 
14 matter that toucheth the ſtate of their king, their- 
ves, and realm fo near, wherein as we perceive, that 
by our former forbearing to intermedd'e therein, they 
have taken ſome diſcomlort, as though that we would 
nod have regard to their ſtate and ſurety, lo on the o- 
ther part, they of their wiidums ought to think, that 
Rt might be by the whole world evil interpreted in us 
o appoint them a form ot government, or a goveru- 
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our by name, for that howſoever we ſhould mean well 
if we ſhould do fo, yet it could not be without ſome 
in the heads of the eſtate, nobilitF, and community of 
that realm, that the government thereof ſhould be b 
me ſpecially named and ordained; ſo as finding dif 
cuity on both parts, and yet miſliking moſt that they 
ſhould take any diſcomfort by our forbearing to ſhow 
our miud therein, we have thought this fort for to pro- 
cced, conſidering with ourſelves how now that realm 
had been a good ſpace of time ruled in the name of their 
king, and by reaſon of his baſe age governed hereto'ore 
by a very careful and honourable perſon, the earl of 
Murray, until that by a miſchievous perſon (an cvil ex- 
ample) he was murdered, whereby great diſorder and 
conſuſion of neceiſity had, and wil more follow, it de- 
termination be Hot made of ſome other ſpecial perfor, 
or perſons, to take the charge of governor, or ſuperior 
ruler, ſpcciall for adminiſtration of law and Juſtice, we 
cannot but very well allow the deſire of theſe lords to 
have ſome ſpeciall governor to be choſen; and there- 
fore being well aſſured that their own underſtanding ei 
all others is beſt to conſider the ſtate of that realm, and 
to diſcern the abilities and qualities of every per:on 
meet and capable for ſuch a charge, we ſhall, better ſu- 
ti-fic ourſelves, whom they by their common conſent 
ſhall firſt chuſe and appoint to that purpoſe, then ef 
any to be by us aforehand uncertaiuly named, and that 
becauſe they ſhall perccave that we have care of the 
perſon of their king, who by nearnels of blood, and in 
reſpect of his ſo young years, ought to be very tender 
an dear to us, we ſhall not hide our opinion from them, 
but if they ſhall all accord to name his grandfather, our 
couſin, the earl of Lennox to be governor alone, or 
Jointly with others, (whom we hear to he in the mean 
time by their common conſent appointed heutenant-ge- 
neral), reaſon moveth us to think that none can be che- 
ſen in that whole realm that ſhall! more deſire the pre 
ſervation of the king, and be more meet to have tht 
government ſor his ſafety, being next to him in blood 
of any nobleman of that reahn, or clſewhere; and ve 
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hereby we do not mean to preſcrive to them this choice, 
except they ſhall of themſelves fully and freely allow 
thereof; furthermore we would have them well aſſured, 
that whatſoever reports or deviſes, are, or ſhall be 
ſpread or invented, that we have already yielded our 
mind to alter the ſtate of the king or government of 
that realm, the ſame are without juſt eauſe or ground 
by us given, for as we have already advertized them, 
that although we have yielded to hear, which in ho- 
nour we could not refuſe, what the queen of Scots on 
her part ſhall ſay and offer, not only for her own aſſur- 
ance, but for the wealth of that realm, yet not knowing 
what the ſame will be, that ſhall be offered, we mean 
not to break the order of law and juſtice, by advancin 

her cauſe, or prejudging her contrary, before we ſhall 
deliberately and affuredly ſee, upon the hearing of the 
whole, ſome place neceſſary, and juſt cauſe to do; and 
therefore ſinding that realm ruled by a king, and the 
ſame afſirmed by laws of that realm, and therefore in- 
veſted by coronation and other ſolemnities uſed and 
requiſite, and generally ſo received be the whole eſtates, 
we mean not by yielding to hear the complaints or in- 
formations of the queen againſt her ſon, to do any act 
whereby to make concluſion of governments, but as 
we have found it, ſo to ſuffer the ſame to continue, yea 
not to ſuffer it to be altered by any means that we may 
impeſhe, as to our honour it doth belong, as by your 
late actions hath manifeſtly appeared, until by ſome 
juſtice and clear cauſe we ſhall be directly induced o- 
therwiſe to declare our opinion; and this we would 
have them to know to be our determination and courſe 
that we mean to hold, whereon we truſt they for their 
king may ſee how plainly and honourably we mean to 
proceed, and how little cauſe they have to doubt of us, 
wiatſoever to the contrary they have or ſhall hear; 
and. on the other part, we pray them of their wiſdoms 
to think how unhonourable, and contrary to all hu- 
man order it were for us, when the queen of Scotland 
doth ſo many ways require to hear her cauſe, and doth 
off. r to be ordered be us in the ſame, 2s well for mat- 

el. III. 
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ters betwixt ourſelves and her, as betwixt herſelf and 
her ſon and his party of that realm, againſt which offers 
no reaſon conld move us to refuſe to give ear, that we 
ſhould aforechand openly and directly, before the cauſes 
be heard and conſidered, as it were, give a judgment 
or ſentence either for ourſelves or for them whom ſhe 
maketh to be her contraries. Finally ye ſhall admoniſh 
them that they do not, by milconceiving our good 
meaning towards them, or by indirect aGertions of their 
adverſary, grounded on untruths, hinder or weaken 
their own cauſe, in ſuch fort, that our good meaning 
towards them ſhall not take ſuch effect towards them, 
as they ſhall de ſire, or themſelves have need of. All this 
our anſwer ye ſhall cauſe be given them, and let them 
know, that for the ſhortneſs of time, this being the end 
of the ſecond of this month, we neither could make 
any longer declaration of our mind, nor yet write any 
ſeveral letters, as if time might have ſerved we would 
have done. 2d July 1550. 
| No. III. (p. 69, vol. 2.) 
The biftp of Refs to fecrelary Lidington from Chatiiſeworth, 
(15th June, 1570.) | 
] HAVE received your letters dated the 26th of May 
here at Chattiſworth the 10 of January, but on ihe 
receipt thereof J had written to you at length, like as 
the queen did with my lord Levingſton, by the which 
ou will he refolved of many points contained in your 
ſaid letter. I write to you that I have received your 
letter and credit from Thomas Cowy at London, and 
ſent to Leiceſter to know the queen of England's nund 
whether you ſhould come here or not. He ſent me 
word that ſhe will nowiſe have you come as one of the 
commiſſioners, becauſe ſhe is yet offended with you; 
and therefore it appears good that ye come not hither, 
but remain where ye are, to uſe your wiſdom and di- 
ligence, as may beſt advance the queen's affairs, for 1 
perceive your weill and ſafety depends thereon, in re- 
ſpect of the great fexd and ennimity born againit you 
by your Scots people, and the great heirſhip taken or 
vor tather's landis; both were fure demonſtrations 
of their malice, Yet I am evcouraged by your ito. 
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and deliberate mind. Aſſure yourſelf no diligence ſhall 
be amitted to procure ſupports forth off all parts where 
it may be had. We will not refuſe the aid neither of 
Papiſt, Jew, nor Gentil, after my advice; and to this 
end, during this treaty, let all things be well prepared. 
And ſeeing my lord Seaton is defirous to go into lan» 
ders, the queen thinks it very ncceſſary that he ſo do, 
for the duke. D' Alva has gotten expreſs command of 
the king of Spain to give ſupport, and I am ſure that 
there he ſhall have aid both of Flanders and the pope, 
for it abides only on the coming of ſome men of coun- 
tenance, to procure and receive the ſame. He muſt 
needs tarry there, on the preparations thereof, during 
the treaty, which will be a great furtherance to the 
ſame here. The queen has already written to the duke 
D'Alva for this ellecl, advertizing of his coming; there 
is certain ſums of money coming for ſupport of the 
Engliſhmen, as 1 wrote to you before from the pope» 
Whereupon I worid he had a general commiſſion to 
deal for them, and receive ſuch ſums as ſhall be given. 
The means ſhall be found to cauſe you to anſuerit of 
the ſums you writ for, to be diſpoifit upon the furniſh- 
ing of the caftle of Edenburgh, ſo being ſome honeſt 
and true man were ſent to Flanders to receive it, as faid 
is, which I would you prepared and ſent. Orders ſhall 
be taken for the metals as you writ of, We have pro- 
— your avyce in entering to treat with the queen of 

ngland, for retiring of her forces puntyoally for lack 
of aid. Your anſwers to the Engliſhmen are tho't very 

ood, but above all keep you weill out of their hands, 
in that caſe, eſtote prudentes ſicut ſerpentes. You 
may take experience with the hard dealing with me 
how ye would be uſed if ye were here, and yet I am 
not forth of danger, being in medio nationis pravæ; 
always no fear, with God's grace, ſhall make me ſhrink 
from her majeſty's ſervice Since the queen of England 
has refuſed that you come here, it appears to me quod 
nondum eſt ſedata malitia amorreorum, &c. and there- 
fore if Athol or Cathenes might by any means be pro- 
cured to come, they were — moſt fit for the purpoſe, 
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Rothgg were alſo meet, if he and I were not both of 
one ſirname; ſo the treaty would get the leſs credit 
either in Scotland or here. Therefore avys, and ſend 
the beſt may ſerve the turn, and fail not Robert Mel. 
vil come with them, whoever comes, for ſo is the 
queen's pleaſure ; in my laſt packet, with James Fogo, 
to you, in the beginning of May, I ſent a letter of the 
queen's own hand writing to him, which ] truſt ye re- 
ceived. I am ſorry ye come not for the great relief! 
hoped to have had by your preſence, for you could well 
have handled the queen of England, after her humour, 
as you were wont to do. The reſt I refer to your good 
wiſdom, praying God to ſend you health. From Chat- 
tiſworth the 15th of January. 
No. IV. (p. 84, vol. 2.) 

The declaration of Fobn Cais to the lords of Grange and Te. 
thington zoungare upon the 8th day of Od. 1571. 
Wenkas you deſire to know the queen's majeſty's 

* pleaſure, what ſhe will do for appeaſing of theſe 
controverſies, and therewith has offered yourſelves to be 
at her commandment, touching the common tranquilli- 
ty of the whole iſle, and the amity of both realms; her 
pleaſure is in this behalf, that ye ſhould leave off the 
maintenance of this civil diſcord, and give your obedi. 
ence to the king, whom ſhe will maintain to the utmoſt 
of her power. | 

And in this doing, ſhe will deal with the regent and 
the king's party, to receive you into favour, upon rea- 
ſonable conditions for ſecurity of life and livings. 

Alſo ſhe ſays that the queen of Scotts, for that ſhe has 
praiſed with the pope and other princes, and allo 
with her own fubjeRts in England great and dan- 
gerous treaſons againſt the ſtate of her own coun- 
try, and alfo to the deſtruction of her own perſon, that 
| the ſhall never bear authority, nor have liberty whit ſhe 
hves. 

If ye refuſe theſe gentle offers, now offered unto you, 
ſhe will preſently aid the king's party, with men, am- 
munition, and all neceſſary things, to be had againſt you, 

Whereupon her majeſty requires your anſwer wit! 
ſpeed, without anv delay. 
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No. V. (Book VI. p. 92, vol. 2.) 


Articles ſent by Xun to the general aſſembly, Augaſt 5th, 1572. 
(Calc *, w. MS. Hiſt. vol. 2, 356. 


IRST, deſiring a new act to be made ratifying all 

things concerning the king and his obedience that 
were enacted of before without any change, and that the 
miniſters who have contraveened the former acts be cor- 
reed as accordeth. 

That ſute he made to the regent's grace and nobilit 
maintaining the king's cauſe, that whatſoever proceed- 
eth in this treaty of peace they be mindful the kirk be 
not prejudg'd thereby in any fort, and they ſpecially of 
the miniſters, that have been robbed of their — 
within the kirk during the time of the troubles, or other- 
wiſe dung and injured, may be reſtored. 

To ſute at the regent, that no gift of any biſhoprick 
or other heneHce be given to any perſon, contrary to the 
tenor of the acts made in the time of the firſt regent of 
good memory, and they that are given contrar the ſaid 
acts, or to any unqualified perſon, may be revoked and 
made null be an act of fecret council, and that all biſhop- 
ricks ſo vacand may be preſented, and qualified perſons 
nominat thereumo, witnin a year after the vaking there- 
of, according to the order taken in Leith be the com- 
miſſioners of the nobility and of the kirk in the month 
of January laſt, and in ipe-:al to complain upon the giv- 
ing of biſhoprick of Rol to the lord Methven. 

That no pentions of bencfices, great or ſmall, be gi- 
ven be ſimple donation of any lord regent, without con- 
ſent of the poſſoſſor of the faid benefices having title 
thereto, and the admiſſion of the ſuperintendent or com- 
miſſioners of the province where this beneſice lyeth, or 
of the biſhops lawfully elected according to the ſaid or- 
der taken at Leith; and deſire an act of council to be 
made thereupon, until the next parliament, wherein the 
ſamine may be ſpecially inacted, with inhibition to the 
lords of ſeſſion to give any letters or decreets, upon ſuch 
liuple gifts of benefices or penſions not being given in 
mauner above rehcarſed, 17 that the kirk preſeutly aſ- 
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ſen. bled declare all ſuch gifts null fo far as lyeth in ther 
ower. 

That the firſt form of preſentation . henefices, whic) 
were in the firſt and ſecond regent's tne, be not chan— 
ged as now it is commonly; but that this clauſe be con. 
tained in the preſentation, that if the perſon preſented 
make not refidance, or be flanderous or found unworthy 
either in life or doctrine he the judgment of the kirk (to 
which alwiſe he ſhall be ſubject) or meet to be tranſport- 
ed to another room at the ſight of the kirk, the faid 
preſentation and all that ſtall fall therenpon ſhall be 
null and of no force nor effect; and this to have place 
alſo in the nomination of the biſhops. 

That an act he made in this affe ly that all thing: 

done in prejudice of the kirk's aſſumption of the third, 
either by papiſts or others, by giving of fews, life rents, 
or talks, or any otherwiſe diſponing the ſaid afſumad 
thirds, be declared null with a ſolemn proteſſation the 
whole kirk diſaſenteth thereto, 
That an act be made decerning and ordaining all bi- 
ſhops, admitted to the order of the kirk now received, 
to give account of their whole rents, and intromiffions 
therewith once in the year, as the kirk ſhall appcin!, 
for ſuch cauſes as the kirk may eaſily conſider the ſame 
to he moſt expedient and neceſlar. 

Anent the juriſdiction of the kirk, that the ſame he 
determined in this aſſembly, becauſe this article Hanh 
long been poſtponed to make ſute to the regent and 
council for remedy againſt meſſengers and excommuunt- 
cate perſons. 

Laſt, That orders be taken anent the procurers of the 
kirk, who procure againſt miniſters and minifiry, and 
for ſutting of juſtice of the kirk's actions in the ſeſſion. 

No. VI. (p. 96, vol. 2.) 
Declaration of Henry Killigrew, Eſ7;. upon the peace conclui:cl 
the 25d Feb. 15 72. 
B it known to all men, by theſe preſents, that I en- 
ry Killigrewe, Eſq. ambaſlador for the queen's ta- 
Jeſty of England, Forzſmuch as, at the earneſt motion 
and ſolicitation being made to me, on ker higlneſe's e 
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half, there is accord and pacification of the public trou- 
bles and civil war within this realm of Scotland agrecd 
and concluded, and the fame favourably extended to- 
wards George earl of Huntly, lord Gordon and Baidze- 
nuch, and the lord John Hamilton, fon to the duke's 

race of Chaſtellarault, and commendatour of the abhy 
of Abirbrothock, for the ſurety of their lives, livings, ho- 
nours, and goods of them, their kinsfolks, friends, ſer- 
rants, and partakers, now properly depending on thern; 
in treating of the which ſaid pacification, the murders 
of the late ear] of Murray uncle, and the carl of Levenax 
grandfather, late regent to the king's majefly of Scot- 
jand his realm and lieges, as alſo an article touching the 
diſcharge for the fructis or moveable goods, which the 
ſaid perſons have taken fra perſons proteſiing the king's 
obedience, before the damages done or committed by 
them, fince the 15th day of Junij 1567, and before the 
penult day of July laſt paſſed, by reaton of the common 
cauſe or any thing depending thereupon, being thought 
by the king's commiſraies matteris of juch wereke ant 
importance, as the king's preſent regent could not con- 
veniently, of himfelf, remit or diſcharge the ſame. Yet 
in reſpect of the n<ceſiity of the preſent pacification, and 
for the weill of the king, and common quictnels of tits 
real and lieges, it is accorded, that the matters of re- 
miſſion of the ſaid murderers, and of the difchargc of the 
ſad fructis, moveable goods, and other damages, by 
moved by the perſons defiring the ſaid remiftions and 
diſcharge to the queen's majeſty my ſovereigu, as to 
the princeſs neareſt both in blood and habitat 'zu to the 
king of Scots. And whatloever her majeſby th 3:1 adviſe 
and counſel touching the ſaid remiſſion and difcharge, 
the ſaid lord regent, for the weill of the king and unt- 
verſal quietneſs of the realm of Scotland, ſhall perform, 
obterve, and fulſil the fame. And in likewiſe, the ſaid 
car! Huntly, and commendatour of Abirbrothock, being 
urged to have delivered pledges and hoſtages lor obler- 
vation of the conditions of the ſaid accord and paciſica- 
tion, hath required me in place thereof, in her majeſty's 
name, by virtue of my commiſſion, to promiſe for thein, 
tlat they ſha!l truly and faithiully oblerve and kerp the 
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ſaid pacification, and all articles and conditions thereof, 
for their parts, and that it would pleaſe her majeſty to 
interpoſe herſelf, as ſurety and cautioner for them to 
that eſfect, to the king's majeſty of Scotland their fove- 
reign and his ſaid regent, which I have done and pro- 
mile to do, by virtue of her majeſty's commiſſion, as by 
the honourable and plain — of the ſaid earl and 
lord, their intention to peace well appears, the ſame he- 
ing moſt agreeable to the mind of the queen's majeſty 
my ſovereign, which ſo long by her miniſters hath tra- 
velled for the ſaid paciſication, and in the end, at her 
motion and ſolicitation, the ſame is accorded, knowing 
her majeſty's deſire, that the ſame may continue unvio- 
late, and that the noblemen and others now returning 
to the king's obedience ſhall have ſufficient ſurety for 
their lives, livings, honours, and goods. Therefore in 
her majeſty's name, and by virtue of my commiſion, I 
promiſe to the aforeſaid car] Huntly and commendator 
of Abirbrothock, that by her majeſty's good means, the 
faid remiſſion and diſcharge ſhall be purchaſed and ob- 
tained to them, their kinsfolks, friends, ſervants, and 
partakers, now properly depending upon them (the per- 
ſons ſpecified in the firſt abſtinence always excepted), as 
alſo that the ſaid paciſication ſhall be truly — to 
them, and that her majeſty ſhall interpoſe herſelf as con- 
ſervatrix thereof, and endeavour herſelf to cauſe the 
ſame to be truly and ſincerely kept in all points and ar- 
ticles thereof acordingly. In witneſs whereof, I have to 
this preſent fubſcribed with my hand, and ſealed the 
fame with mine own ſeal the xzth day of Feb. Anno 
Domini 1572. And this to be performed by me, be- 
twixt the date hereof, and the parliament which al! be 
appointed for their reſtitution, or at the furtheſt betore 
the end of the ſaid parliament, Sie ſubſcribitur. 


Tie lie? of Glaſgowos note concerning the queen of Scotland; 


dowry. 
(1556. Cot. Lib. Calig. B. 4.) 
T* queen of Scotland, dowager of France, had for 
her dowry, beſides other poſſeſſions, the dukedom 
ef Purene, Which was jolgmnly contracted and given te 
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her by the — and eſtates of parliament; which duke- 
dom ſhe poſſeſſed peacefully till 1567, and then, upon 
the pacification between the king and Monſ. his brother, 
to augment whoſe appenage this dutchy was given, to 
which the queen of Scotland yielded upon account of 
princes who were her near relations, provided the equi- 
valent which was promiſed her ſhould be faithfully per- 
formed. So that year, after a great many ſolicitations, 
in lieu of that dutchy, ſhe had granted her the county 
of Vermandaiſe, with the lands and bailiwicks of Seulcy 
and Vetry: tho? *tis known that county and the other 
lands were not of equal value with Turene, but was pro- 
miſed to have an addittion of lands in the neighbour- 
hood to an equal value. Upon this letters patent were 
granted, which were confirmed in the courts of parlia- 
ment, chamber of accounts, court of aids, chamber of 
the treaſury, and others neceſſary; upon which ſhe en- 
tered into poſſeſſion of that county, &c. Afterwards, 
by a valuation of the commiſſioners of the chamber of 
accounts, it was found that the revenue of that county, 
&c. did not amount to thoſe of Turene by 3000 livres. 
But, inſtead of making up this deficiency according to 
juſtice, ſome of the privy council, viz. M. de Chever- 
ney, the preſidents of Bellievre, Nicocholay, and St. 
Bonet, in the name of the king, notwithflanding of her 
aforeſaid loſſes, did fell and alienate the lands of Senlis, 
and the dutchy of Eſtaimpes, to madame de Montpen- 
ſier, from whom the king received money; of which 
ſale the counſellors aforelaid obliged themſelves to be 
— which hath hindered the aforeſaid queen to 

ave juſtice done her. So that madam de Montpenſier 
hath been put in poſſeſſion of thele lands of Senlis, con- 
trary to al the declarations, proteſtations, and aſiuran- 
ces of the king of France to queen Mary's ambaſſadors, 
So that the queen of Scotland is diſpoſſeſſed of her dow- 
ry, contrary to all equity, without any regard to her 
quality, 


No. VII. (p. 107, vol. 2.) 
A letter from the lord of Lecllevin to the regent Mortoun. 
(d March 1577. E. of Mortoun's Archives, Bund. B. 
No. 19.) 
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T will pleaſe your grace, I received your grace's let. 

ter, and has conſidered the fame. The parſon of 
Camſey was here at me before the receit thereof, di- 
reed fra my lord of Mar, and the maſter, anent my 
laſt written, which was the anſwer of the writing that 
the maſter ſent to me, which I ſend to your grace, de- 
firing me to come to Sterling to confer with them. ] 
had given my anſwer before the receipt of your grace's 
letter, that I bchuiffit to be beſyd Sanct Androis, at ane 
friend's tryſt, which I might not omit: I underſtand by 
my ſaid couſin, that the king's majeſty is to write to 
divers of the nobility to come there, anent your lords 
ſhip's trial, and that he had written before his depar- 
ture to my lord Monthrois. I underſtand likewitc he 
will write to your grace to come there for the fame et- 
fe, which I tho't good to make your grace forelcen of 
the ſame, praying your grace, for the — of God Al- 
mighty, to look upon the beſt, and not to ſlecp in ſecu- 
Tity, but to turn you with unteigned heart to God, and 
to conſider with yourſelf that when the king's majcſly 
was very young, God made him the inſtrument to di- 
veſt his mother from her authority, who was natural 
princeſs, for offending of his Divine Majeſty, and that 
there ran no vice in her, but that the ſame is as largeh 
in you, except that your grace condeſcended not to the 
deſtruction of your wife. For, as to hariotry and am- 
bition, 1 think your grace has as far offended God, and 
far more in avariciouſneſs, which vices God never left 
unplagued, except ſpeedy repentance, which I pray 
God grant to your grace, for otherwiſe your grace can 
never have the love of God nor man. 1 pray your grace 
flatter not yourſelf; for if your grace believes that ye 
have the good will of them that are the king's good 
willers ye deceive yourſelf; for ſurely I ſee perfectij 
that your own particulars are not contented, lat be the 
reſt, and that moſt principally for your hard dealing. 
I pray your grace, beir with me that I am thus hamlie, 
for certainly it proceeds from no grudge, but from the 
very affection of my heart towards your grace, which 
has continued ſince we were acquainted. And now I 
ſee, becauſe the matter ſtands in your grace's handling 


APPENDIX. 127 


with the king's majeſty, for certainly, if your grace fall 
forth with him now, I ſee not how ye ſhall meet hereaf- 
ter; pray 1 your grace to call to God, and look on the 
beſt, and caſt from your grace both your vices, to wit, 
ambition and avaritiouſneſs. I am riding this day to 
Sant Androis, and truſt to return on Wedneſday at the 
fartheſt, If your grace will command me in any offices 
that are honeſt, that I may do your grace pleaſure in at 
Sterling, advertiſe of your grace's mind, and ſhall do to 
my power and knowledge, and this with my heartlieg 
&c. &Cs 


To our truſly couſin the lard Lochlevin, 


(From the original. E. of Morton's Archieves, 
Bund. B. No. 31.) | 


T* vs ry couſin, after our moſt hearty commendations, 
we received your letter of the zd of March, and as 
we take your plainneſs therein in good part, as proceed- 
mg from a friend and kinſman, in whoſe good affection 
towards ns we never doubted, ſo ye may not think it 
ſtrange that we purge ourlelf fo far of your accuſation, 
as in confcience we find not ourſelf to have offended in. 
As touching our offence to God, we intend not to excuſe 
it, hut to ſubmit us to his mercy; for ambition ſurely 
we think none can juſtly accuſe us; for in our private 
eſtate we could, and can live as well contented as any 
of our degree in Scotland, without further aſpiring. The 
bearing too the charge of the government of the realm, 
indeed, mon lead us, or any other that ſhall occupy that 
place, not ſimply to reſpect ourſelf, but his majeſty's 
rowme, which we ſupply, and therein not tranfcending 
the hounds of meaſure, as, we truſt, it ſhall not be found 
we have done, it ought not to be attributed to any am- 
bition in us. For as foon as ever his majeſty ſhall think 
himtelf ready and able for his own government none 
ſhall more willingly agree and advance the fame nor I, 
lince I think never to ſet my face againſt him, whoſe 
ronour, ſafety, and preſervation has been fo dear unto 
nie, nor I will never believe to find otherwiſc at his 
hand than favorr, although all the unfriends | have in 
tbc earth were about hin, to perſuade him to tlie contras 


128 APPENDIX, 


ry. As we write unto you, our friendly dealing and 
confidence in the houſe of Mar is not thankfully acquit; 
as we truſt yourſelf conſiders; but becauſe the ambaſſa- 
dors of England, my lord of Angus, the chancellor, 
treaſurer, and ſome noblemen rides weſt this day to ſce 
the king, we pray you heartily addreſs yourſelf to be 
there as ſoon as ye can, and as ye ſhall find the likelihood 
of all things, let us be advertized thereof, with your own 
advice, by Alex. Hay, whom we have thought good to 
ſend weſt, ſecing my lord af Angus from Sterling rides 
to Douglas. And ſo we commit you in the protection 
of God. At Holyrood-houſe, the 4th of March 1577. 
For the avaritiouſneſs laid to our charge, indecd it 
lies not in us fo liberally to deal the king's geare, as tv 
ſatisfy all cravers, nor never ſhall any ſovereign and na- 
tive born prince, let be any officer, eſchew the diſcdlains 
of ſuch, as thinks them judges to their own reward; in 
many cauſes I doubt not to find the aſſiſtance of my 
friends, but where my actions ſhall appear unhoncſt, J 
will not crave their afance, but let me bear my own 
burthen. N ; , 
No. VIII. (p. 121. vol. 2.) 
Letter of Walſinglam's to Randolph, Feb. 3 1589-1. 
(Cott. Lib. Calig. C. 6.) 
SIR, 1 
I HAVE received from my lord lieutenant the copy of 
your letter of the 25th of the laſt directed unto h 
lordſhip, containing a report of your negociation wWith 
the king and his council, in your ſecond audience, where 
with having made her majeſty acquainted, ſhe ſeemed 
ſomewhat to mi/{ite, that you ſhould ſo long defer to {ul 
for the enlargement of — — But I made anſwer it 
your behalf, that I thought you were directed by the 
advice of the ſaid Empedocles friends, in the ſoliciting of 
that cauſe, who knew what time was fitteſt for you to 
take to deal therein, with moſt effect, and beſt fuccche, 
with which anſwer, her majeſty did in the end reit vc) 
well fatisfied, touching that point. | 
Your putting of us in hope that d*Aubigny might es- 
ſily be won at her majeſty's devotion, was at firſt iner: 
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ted to have been ironie ſpoke by you. But ſince it 
ſeemeth you inſiſt upon it, I could wiſh you were other- 
wiſe perivaded of the man, or at leait kept that opinion 
to yourtelf, for conſidering the end and purpoſe of his 
coming into Scotland, as may be many ways lufficiently 
proved, was only to advance the queen's liberty, and 
reception into- that government, to overthrow religion, 
and to procure a foreign match with illenarius, where- 
in the incloſt d copy, which you may uſe to good pur- 
poſe there, ſhall my give you ſome light; there is no 
man here can be pcriuaced that he will change his pur- 
pote, tor ſo ſmall advantage, as he is likely to find by it, 
and therefore you ſhall do well to forbear to harp any 
more upon that ſtring, as I have already written to you. 
The prince of Orange ſending, I fear will not be in 
time that it may do any good, for beſides that theſe 
people are in themſelves low in their reſolutions, their 
own aſſairs are, at preſent, ſo great, their ſlate ſo con- 
fuſed, and the prince's authority ſo ſmall, that he can- 
nat fo ſoon take order in it; and yet for mine own part, 
I have not been negligent or —5 in the matter, hav- 
ing more than three weeks paſt, ſent one about it, from 
whom nevertheleſs J do yet hear nothing. The letters, 
you defire ſhould be written thither by the French mi- 
iiers, ] have given order to Mr. Killingrew to procure, 
who, 1 doubt not, will carefully perform it, ſo that, 1 
105 | ſnail have them to ſend you by the next. And 
commit you to God. At Whitchall the 3d of Fe- 
bruary 1: 80. 
Your very loving couſin and ſervant, 
Fra. WALSING HAM. 
Thi, letter is an original, and in ſome parts of it wrote in cyphers 
ard explained by another band, By Empedacles is underflood 
Horton. By Villenarius the king of Scots, 4 Aubigney ts 
marked at. | | 6 


5 


zd Feb. 15 80. 


Surry nee gathered upon good diligence given, and in time to 
b- better mm trifeſled, being now thought meet to be in convenient 
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fort uſed, and laid againſt D' Aubigny, to prove bim abufiry 
the king, the nobility, and that flate. 


(Cott. Lib. Calig. C. 6. An original.) 


| it hath been informed, by credible means, 

that D'Aubigney was privy and acquainted with 
la Nave the king's mother's ſecretary, coming into 
Scotland, and of his errand there, tending cbicſly to 
perſuade the king, to think and eſteem it an evil preli- 
dent for princes, that ſubjects might have power to de- 
prive their lawful ſovereigns as they did his mother, 
who was not minded, by any mean, to defeat him, ei- 
ther of the preſent government of that realm, or yet of 
the poſſeſſion of the crown and inheritance therect, 
but rather to aiſure the ſame to him; and that for the 
accompliſnment of that aſſurance, the king ſhould have 
been adviſed and drawn to have governed, for ſome 
ſhort time, as prince, calling D*Aubigny to rule as go- 
vernor of the prince, by commiſſion from the quecu 
his mother, until the king's enemies were ſuppreſſed. 
after which time D'Aubigny ſhould have power given 
to eſtabliſh and reſign that kingdom to the king, by his 
mother's voluntary conſent, whereby all ſuch, as had 
before been in action againſt the queen or her autho— 
rity, might be brought to ſtand in the king's mercy. 
And for that the king might live in more ſurety, 
D*Aubigny ſhould be declared both ſecond perſon i: 
ſucceſſion of that crown, and alſo lieutenant general oi 
Scotland, and that D'Aubigny before his departure oui 
of France, received commiſlion from the king's mother 
to the effects remembered, or near the ſame. That ir 
this behalf he had conference with the biſhops ot Glal- 
gow, and Rols, and with fir James Baford, with whi-! 
perſons, and with the duke of Guife, he had and bach 
frequent intelligence, and by fir James Baford hie was 
adviſed to confer with the lord John Hamilton befor: 
his repair into Scotland, whereunto he agreed, and v*! 
afterwards he ſent one John Hamilton to the faid lar. 
John to excuſe him in this part, alledging, that he di 
torbear to come to him, left thereby. he ſhould nary of 
hinder greater effects to be executed by him in Scotlave, 
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That before his coming into that realm, the nobility 
and country were well quicted and united in good con- 
cord, with great love betwixt the king and nobility, 
and amongſt the nobleſſe, but hath both drawn the 
king againſt fundry of the chicfeſt of his nobility, that 
have been moſt ready, and have expended their hlood 
and poſſeſſions to preſerve religion, and defe v! the king's 
perſon, his government and cftate, and alſo hath given 
occaſion of great ſuſpicions and offence to be engender- 
ed betwixt the king and his nobility, and eſpecially 
with ſuch as have been in action againſt the king's 
mother, and her authority, who by force and means of 
the ſaid commiſſion and practice, ſhould have been 
brought into molt dangerous condition; and who allo 
may ſind themſelves in no fmall perill while he poſſeiles 
the king's ear, abuſeth his preſence, and boldeth ſuch 
of the principal keys and ports of this realm, as he pre- 
ſently enjoyeth. , 

That he hath drawn the king not only to forget the 
great benefits done to him and his realme, hy the queen's 
majeſty of England, but allo to requite the fame with 
ſundry ſigus of great unthaukfuinels, and wounding 
therewith the honour of her majelty, and thereby hath 
adventured to ſhake the happy amity long time con- 
tinued betwixt thoſe princes. 

And whereas theſe griefs were to be repaired by 
genile letters and good offers, to have paſſed and heen 
cone hetwixt them: In which retpea the king and 
counci: having retolved to write to her majeſty, tor her 
lighneis better tatisfaftion in the late negociation of 
Mr. Alexander Hume of Northberwick, had given or- 
Cr to the king's fecretary to frame that letter: He 
minding to break the bond of amity in ſunder, willed 
the ſecretary to be fure that nothing ſhould be inſerted 
in that letter, wherety the king ſhould crave any thing 
at her hands, ſceking, thereby to cut off all loving cours 
teſies betv/ixt them. as by the declaration of the ſaid ſe- 
cretar y may be better learned, and thereupon further 
approved, 

3 wat under the hope ES encouragement of D' Au- 

3 
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bigny's protection, Alexander King preſumed with 
that holdnels to make his lewd harangue, and by lis 
means hath hitherto eſcaped chaſtiſement and correc. 
tion, due for his offence. 

That fir James Baford, condemned of the ſlaughter 
of the king's father, hath been called into the realm by 
Lennox, without the privity of the king. And where- 
as the ſaid fir James found in a green velvet defk, late 
the carl of Bothwell's, and ſaw and had in his aud, 
the principal band of the conſpirators in that murd-r, 


and can beft declare and witneſs who were authors and 


executors of the fame; he is drawn by Lennox to ſup- 
preſs the truth, and to accuſe ſuch as he himſelf know- 
eth to be innocent; and as by order of law, will be 
ſo found, if they may have due trial, which, contrary 
to all juſlice, is by Lennox means denied. 

Tbis is the charge agaiſt I Aubigny, mentianed in the foren. 
ing lelier by Walſingham; but by Buford they mean fer Fane 


Balfour, 
No. IX. (p. 133. vol. 2.) 


The copy of the king of France his directions ſent to Scotlant 


with Seigneur de la Motte Fenelon. Tranſlated wut of thi 
French, 


(Calderw. MS. Hiſtory, vol- 3, p. 208.) 


IRST, on their moſt chriſtian majeſty's part, he ſhall 

make the moſt honourabie ſalutation and vititing 

to the moſt ſerene king of Scotland, their good brother 
and little ſon, that in him is poſſable. 

To give him their letters that are cloſed, ſuch and 
ſuch like as they have written to him with their hands, 
and to ſhow exprelsly the perfect friendſhip and ſingu- 
lar affection, that their majeſty's bear to him, and to 
bring back the anſwer. 

To take heed to the things which touch near the moſt 
ſerene king, to the effect that his perſon may he in no 
danger, but that it may be moſt ſurely preſerved. 

And that he be not hindered in the honeſt liberty 


that he ought to have, and that no grcater, or ſtraiter 


guards be about him than he had before. 
And ſuch like, te at he be not impeached in the au- 
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thority, that God hath given to him of king and prince 


ſoverergn above his ſubjects, to the effect he may as 
freely ordain and command in his affairs, and in the 
aſiairs of his country, with his ordinary council as he 
was vir to do of before, 

That his nobility, barons, and commonality of his 
country may have their free liberty to reſort to his je- 
rene nizjcfty without ſuſpicion of greater guards or 
wore arined men about his perſon than the uſe was, 
that they be not afraid and hindered to reſort; and 
further that the ſignieur de la Motte Fenclon fall like. 
rally and freely ſpcak to the ſaid ſcrene king and coun- 
cil, requiring the re-eſtabliſhing of that that may or hath 
been changed or altered. 

And that he may know if the principalls of the nohi- 
lity, and other men of good behaviour of the towns and 
commonality of the country conveens, and are content 
with the form of government preſently with the ſaid 
ſerene king, to the end that if there be any miſcontent 
ke may travaile to agree them together, and that he 
return not without the certainty of the famine, 

An' it he may underſtand that there be any who 
have nor wied them fo reverently towards the faid fe» 
renc King their ſovereign lord, as the duty of their obe- 
dienct required, that he may pray on this behalf of his 
wajefty moſt chriſtian ihe {aid ſerene king his good bro- 
ther, giving him councill wholly to forget the fame, 
and exhorting them to do their duty towards his ma- 
icftr, in time coming, in all reſpects with the obedience 
and true ſubjection they ought him. 

And if the ſaid ſeigneur de la Motte perceives the 
faid ſerene king to be in any manner conſtrained of his 
perion, aufhority, liberty, and diſpoſition of his affairs, 
than ke uſed to be, and nor convenient for his royal dig- 
nity, or as the ſovereignty of a prince does require, that 
ke ute all moyen lawtul and honeſt to place him in the 
lamine, and that he imploy as much as the credit of his 
nul chriſtian majeſty may do toward the nobility, and 
ſubic tts, of that contry, and as much as may his name, 
„nh tle name of his crown towards the Scottiſh nation; 


Q 3 


134 APPENDIX. 


the which he loves and confides in as much as they 
were proper Frenchmen. 

And that he witneſs to the ſaid ſerene king, and his 
eſtates, of his conſent, and to all the nobility and prin- 
cipall perſonages of the contry, that his moſt chriftian 
majeſtie will continue on his part in the moſt ancient 
alliance and conſederacy, which he hath had with the 
ſaid ſerene king his good brother, praying his nobility 
and contry, with his principall ſubjects, to preſerve in 
the ſamine, in all good underſtanding and friendſhip 
with him; the which, on his part, he ſhall do, obſery- 
ing the ſamine moſt inviolable. 

Further his moſt chriſtian majeſty underſtanding that 
the ſerene king his good brother was contented with 
the duke of Lenox, and his ſerviſe, the ſaid ſignicur de 
la Motte, had charge to pray his ſerene majeſty that he 
might remaine beſide him to his contentment, bclicr- 
ing that he ſhould more willingly intertain the points 
of love and contederacie, betwixt their majeſtys and 
their contrys, becauſe he was a good ſubject to them 
both; and if he might not remain, without ſome altc- 
ration of the tranquility of his cſtate, that he might re- 
tire him to his own houſe in the ſaid country, in furcncs, 
or if he pleaſed to return to France that he might ſure- 
ly— and it it pleaſes his ſerene majeſty, to caule ccaſe 
and flay the impeachments, that are made of new up- 
on the frontiers, to the effect that the natural French- 
men may enter as freely into the country, as they were 
wont to do of before. 

And that there may be no purpoſe of diſſamation, 
nor no ſpeech hut honourable of the moſt chriſtian king, 
in that contry, but ſuch like as is ſpoken moſt hondur— 
ably of the ſerene king of Scotland m France. 

He had another head to propone, which he conceal- 
ed till a little hefore his departure, to wit, hat the 
queen, the king's mother, was content to receive her 
Jon in allociation of the kingdom, 
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| No. X. (p. 147, vol. 2.) 
Lord Hunſlon to Sir Francis W a!jingbam, tbe 14th of Augufl 
1584, {rom liertiicl. 
(Calderw. MS. Hiſtory, vol. 3. p. 374.) 
SIR, 

CCORDING to my former letters, tonching my 

meeting with the earl of Arran upon Wedneſday laſt, 
there came hither to me ſrom the earle, the juſtice clerk, 
and fir William Stuart, captain of Dumbarton, both of 
the king's privie council, to treat with me about the 
order of our meeting, referring wholly to me to appoint 
the hour, and the number we ſhould meet withal; fo as 
we concluded the place to be Foulden, the hour to be 
ten o'clock, and the number with ourſelves to be 13 of 
2 fide; and the reſt of our troops to ſtand each of them 
a mile from the town; the one on the one ſide, the o- 
ther on the other fide, ſo as our troops were two miles 
aſunder; I was not many horſemen, but I ſupplied it 
with ſontmen, where I had ico ſhot on horſe, but they 
were very nar 0 horſe well appointed: According to 
which appointment, we met velterday, and after ſome 
congratuiations, the erle fell in the like proteſiations of 
his go will and readineſs to ſerve the queen's majeſty, 
before any prince in the world, next his ſovereign, as he 
had done heretofore by his letters, and rather more; 
with ſuch earneſt vows, as unleſs he be wore than a 
devil, her majeſly may difpoſe of him at her pleaſure; 
this beings ended, I entered with him touching the caule 
J had to veal with him, and fo near as I could, left no- 
thing unrchcarſed, that I had to charge the king or him 
with any unkind dealing toward ker ma'efty, according 
to my wmirulhions, which without any delay he anſwer» 
ed preſntly, as ye ſhall perceive hy the ſaid! auſwers ſent 
here wih; gut 1 replying unto him, he amplified them 
with many more circumitances, hut to this effect. 
Then | dealt with him touching the point of her ma- 
jeſty's atis faction, for the uttering ſuch practices as has 
been lately ſet on foot ſor the diſquictiug of her majeſty 
and her citate, who thereof mide ſundry diſcgurſes, 
wWiat marriages have been off:red to his majeſtic by 
Wadry princes, and by what mcaus the carle has fought 
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to divert them, and for what cauſes; the one, for that 
be marriage with Spain or France, he muſt alſo alter his 
religion, which as he is ſure the king will never doe, ſo 
he will never ſuſſer him to hearken unto it, fo long as he 
has any credit with him; he denys not but the king has 
been dealt withal be practices to deal againſt her maje!- 
ty, which he has ſo far denied and refuſed to enter 
into, as they have left dealing therein, but whatſoever 
the king or he knoweth thercn, there ſhall be nothing 
hidden from her majeſty, as her majeſty ſhall know very 
ſhortly; ſurely it ſeems by his ſpeeches, that if the king 
would have yielded thereunto there had been no ſmall 
company of — in Scotland ere now to diſquict her 
majeſty.— This being ended, I dealt with hint carnct- 
ly for the ſlay of this parliament, which now approach: 
eth; or at the leaſt that there may be nothing done 
therein, to the prejudice of theſe noblemen and other 
now in England, for the forfaulting of their lIivings aud 

ocds ; hercupon he made a long diſcourſe to me, firſt 
of the earl of Angus dealing about the earl of Morton, 
then of his gofng out, notwithſtanding of ſundrie gr2- 
cious offers the king had made him, then of the road of 
Ruthven, how that prefently after they had the King's 
majeſty in their hands, they napritered hintſelt, datt 
with the king for putting offthe duke ont of the reahue, 
the king retuſed ſo to do, they told him plainly that it 
he would not he ſhould have the carl of Arran's head in 3 
diſh; the king aſked what offence the earl had made? and 
they anſwered it muſt be fo, and ſhould be jo; hercupon, 
for the ſafeguard of Arran's life, the king was conlſe1:t 10 
lend away the duke, and yet Arran afterwards fundrit 
times in danger of his lite; I alledged umto hun tte 
king's letter to the queen's majchy, and his acts n 
council, that they had done nothing but for his cite, 
and with his good liking and contentment, who an- 
fwored me he durſt do no otherwiſe, vor could not c 
any thing but that which pleaſed them, with {uh 2 
number of other their dealings with the king while il he 
Was in their hands as are tuo long to be urititeu, arid too 
bad if they were true: I ſaid the king might have Jet the 
queen's majeſty's ambaſſador have kuown his rd ſe- 
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cretly, and her majeſty would have relieved him; he an- 
ſwered, that tke king was not ignorant that the appre- 
henſions in that manner, procecded from Mr Bow's 
practice, and thereby durſt not impart fo much to him, 
and yet the king was content and did give remiſſion to 
as many as would acknowledge their falts, and aſk re- 
miſſion, and ſuch as would not, he thought fit to ban- 
ih, to try their further loyalty, in which time they con- 
ſpired the king's ſecond apprehenſion, and the killing of 
the carle, and others, and ſeduced the miniſters to their 
faction, and yet not fatisfied with theſe conipiracies and 
treaſonable dealings (as he terms them) are entered into 
a third, being in England under her majeſty's protection 
to diſhonour her majeſty as far as in them lyeth, or at» 
leaſt to canfe the king conceave ſome unkindneſs in her 
majeſty, for harhouring of them; I wrote to yow what 
the conſpiracy was, the taking of the king, the killing 
of the earle of Arran, and ſome others, the taking of the 
caſtle of Edinr. and bringing home the earles, to take the 
charge of the king; all which (ſays he) is by Drummond 
confeſſed, and by the provoſt of Glencudden not great- 
ly denied, and the conſtable of the caſtle thereupon fled; 
the earl Lrought Drummend with him as far as Lang- 
ton, where he lay, to have contelled the conſpiracy be- 
fore me, but having at his hightting received a blow on 
his leg with a horſe, fo as he could bring him no further, 
I replied that I thoughr verily they would not work any 
ſuch practices in reſpect of the queen's majeſty, abiding 
within her realine, and if there be any ſuch practices, 
they have proceeded from others, and they not privie 
unto them; and that if it be not apparently proved a- 
gainſt them, that it will be thought to be ſome practice 
to aggravate the fault, and to make them the more o- 
dious to the king. He anſwered me, that it ſhould be 
proved ſo ſufficiently, that they hould not be able with 
truth to deny it, for their own hands is to be ſhowed to 
part of it, and therefore concluded, that if her m.4jelty 
ſhould ſo preſs the king for them at this time, that would 
rather hinder this matter of the amit:y, nor further it, 
and that ſince they ſeek chiefly his life, he could not, in 


ally reaſon, ſeck to do them any good; and beſides he 


* 
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aſſured me, that if he would, he dare not, this laſt mat- 
ter being fallen out as it is; and ſurely if this matter had 
not fallen out, I would not have doubted the reftoring 
of the earl of Mar very ſhortly, if her majeſty would 
have employed me therein, but for the earl of Angus, 1 
perceive the king is perſuaded that bcth he, and the reſt 
of the Douglaſſes, have conceived fo mortall an hatrcd 
againſt him and the earl of Arran, about the death of 
the earle of Morton, as if they were at home, to-mor- 
row next, they would not leave to practiſe and conſpire 
the death of them both, and theretore a hard matter to 
rages ' br We forhim: finally, he concluded and required me 
to aſſure her majeſty from the king, that there ſhall no- 
thing be hid from her, nor any thing left undone that 
may ſatisſie her majeſty with reaſon, and that the king 
ſhall never do any thing, nor conſent to have any thing 
done in her prejudice, ſo long as he had any credit 
with him, or authority under finn. Having thus far 

roceeded, he deſired to ſhew me his commiſhon, uhich 
is under the great ſeal, to himſclf only, which is as large 
as may be, and yet ſundric of the privie council there 
with him, but not one in commiſſion, nor preſent, nor 
near us all this time, having fpent almoſt five hours in 
theſe matters; he preſented to me the maſter of Gray, 
who delivered to me a letter from the king in his con- 
mendation, whom I perceive the king means to ſend to 
her majeſty, and therefore requires a ſafe conduct for 
his paſſage, which I pray yo procure, and to ſend it as 
ſoon as you may. 1 let him undcrſtand of the lord 
Seaton's negociation with the French king. He ſwore 
to me, that Scaton was but a knaxe, and that it was 
1 agamſt his will, that he ſhould be ſent thither. 


But his commiſſion and inſtruction being of no great 


importance, he yielded the ſooner; and if Seaton has 
oe beyond his inſtructions, which Arran drew him- 
elf, he will make Seaton ſmart for it. Touching Wil. 
tam Newgate, and Mark Golgan, he proteſted he ne- 
ver heard of any ſuch; he ſays there was a little poor 
foul, with a black beard, come thither a begging, who 


ſaid he was an enemy to Deſinond, to which he pave 2 


croun, but ncver heard of him ſincc, and for any Scots 


Arrrxvorx. ..- 


man going into Ireland, he ſays there is no ſuch matter; 
if there be, there may be ſome few raſkals that he knows 
not of; and touching the coming of any Jeſuits into 
Scotland, he ſays it is hut the ſlanderous deviſe of the 
king's enemys, and fuch as would have the world be- 
lieve the king were ready to revolt in religion, who the 
world ſhall well ſee will continue as conſtant therein, as 
what prince ſocver profeſſed it moſt; and the earl him- 
ſelt dos proteſt to me, that to his knowledge, he never 
ſaw a Jeſuit in his life, and did aſſure me if there were 
any in Scotland, they ſhould not do ſo much harm in 
Scotland, as their miniſters would do, if they preach 
ſuch doctrines as they did in Scotland; and touching one 
Ballenden, of whom I wrote to yow, I heard from Mr 
Colvill, the carle avows conſtantly that he knows not, 
nor hath not heard of any ſuch man, but he would in- 
quire at the juſtice clerk, and would inform me what he 
could learn of that; thus I have made you as ſhort a 
diſcourſe as T can of fo many matters, ſo long diſcourſed 
upon, but theſc are the principal points of all our talk, 
ſo near as I can remember it, and for this time I com- 
mit you to the Almighty. At Berwick the 14th of Au- 
guilt, 1584. 

Tae king is very deſirous to have 
my ſon Robert Cary to come to him, 
I pray you know her majeily's pleaſure, 


Arran auſroers to the grieſi or articles protoned 10 the lord 
Henſon, ſet dinon in anther form. 


A* to the ſtrait and ſevere perſecution of all ſuch, as 
have bcen noted to have been well aſfected to the 
queen's majeſty, it cannot appcar they were cither for 
that cauſe punũhed, or hardly dealt with, fince his ma- 
jeily of late has been fo careful and diligent to choice 
out good inilruments to deal betwixt her majeſty and 
uim, as his majeſty has done in electing of your lordſhip 
and me; beſides that in all their 1cculations, their good 
will and affection born to her majeſty was, at no time, 
laid to their charge, but capital actions of treaſon many 
way tried now be th whole three citatce, and more than 
wauitelt to the workl. 
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As far his majeſty inhibiting, by public proclamation, 
ſuch as were baniſhed, not to repair in Eagland; the 
bruits and whiſperings that came to his majeſty's ears, of 
their conſpiracies and treaſons, which fince ſyn they ac- 
compliſhed, ſo far as in them lay, moved his majeſty to 
inhibit them to repair to any place, fo near his majeſty's 
realm, left they ſhould have attempted theſe things 
which ſhortly they did attempt, being farther off, and 
more diſtant bot]: by ſea and land. 

As for reception of Jeſuits, and others, her majeſly's 
fugitives, and not delivering them according to bis 
promiſe, as your — _— his majeſty would he 
moſt glad that fo it might fall out by your lordſhip's tra- 
viles, that no fugitive of either realme ſhould be receiy- 
ed of either, and when ſo ſhall be, it ſhall not fall on his 
majeſty's part, albeit in very deed this time bygone his 
mazeſly has been conſtrained to receipt her majeſty's 
mean rebells and fugitives, contrar his good naturall, 
ſince her majeſty hath receipt, in effect, the whole and 
greateſt rebels and traitors his majeſty in his own blood 
ever had; as for the agreement with his majeſty's mo- 
ther anent their aVociation, his majeſty has commanded 
me, in preſence of your lordſhip's ſervant, to aſſure her 
majeſty and your lordſhip, in his majeſty's name, that 
it is altogether falſe, and an untruth, nor any ſuch like 
matter denc yet. | 

His majeſty has alſo. commanded me to aſſure your 
lordſhip, that it is allo falſe and untrue, that his majeſ- 
ty has, by any means direct or indirect, ſent any mcſ- 
lage to the pope, or received any from him; or that 
his majeſty has dealt with Spain or any foreigners, to 
harm 2. majeſty or her realm, which his majeſty could 
have no honour to do, this good intelligence taking 
place, as I hope in God it ſhall, 

As concerning the contemptuous my of her waiel- 
ty's miniſters, {ent unto his majeſty, his majeſty uted 
none of them fo; and it his majeſty by ſufficient cauſe 
was given by them, as ſome of their own writs vo yet 
teſtify; as | more particularly ſhowed your lorcſt.ip 21 
Foulden at our late meeting. 
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No. XI. (p. 15 2, vol. 2.) | 
The Scotiiſb queen *s offers upon the fie her liberty propeund- 
c by ter ſecretary Nanv, Novenber 1584. 
(Cor. Lib. Calig. C. 8. A copy.) 
HE queen my miſtreſs being once well aſſured of your 
majeſty s amity, 

1. Will declare openly that ſhe will (as it is ſincerely 
her meaning) ſtraitly to join unto your majeſty, and to 
the fame to yield and bear the chief honour and reſpect, 
before all otker kings and princes in Chriſtendom. 

2. She will ſwear, and proteſt ſolemnly, a ſincere 
| 10 forgetfulneſs of all wrongs which ſhe may pretend to 
ate have been done unto her in this realm, and will never, 


| rin in any fort or manner whatſoever, ſhrew offence for the 
3 ſame. 
1 his 3. She will avow and acknowledge, as well as in her 


x own particular name, as alio for her heirs and others 
„descending of her for ever, your majeſty, for juſt, true, 

and lawful queen of England. 

and 4. And conſequently, will renounce, as well for her- 

ſelf, as for her ſaid heirs, all rights and pretences which 

101 ſhe may claim to the crown of England, during your 

F majeſty's life, and other prejudice. 

i; 5. She will revoke all acts and ſhews, by her hereto- 

fore made, of pretence to this ſaid crown to the preju- 


dice of your majeſty, as may he the taking of the arms 
and ſtile of queen of England, by the commandment of 
yr king Francis her late lord and h: ſband. 
un 6. She will renounce the pope's bull for ſo much as 
= may be expounded to turn in her favour, or for her 
beboof, touching the deprivation of her majeſty, and 
oy will declare that ſhe will never help and ferve herſelf 
7 with it. 
10g 7. She will not proſecute, during your majeſty's life, 
or by open force or otherways, any publick declaration of 


er right in the ſucceſſion of this realru, ſo as ſecret aſ- 

Jurance be given unto her, or at the leaſt publick pro- 

miſe, that no deciding thereof ſhall be made in the pre- 

!1%ice of her, or of the king her ſon, during your ma- 

jeſty's life, not after your deceaſe, until ſuch time as 
Vol. III. R 
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they have been heard thereupon, in public, free, and 
general aſſembly of the parliament of the ſaid realm, 

8. She will not practiſe, directly or indirectly, with 
any of your majeſty's ſubje&s, neither within nor out of 
your realm, any thing tending to war, civil or foreign, 
againſt your majeſty and your eſtate, being under pre- 
text of religion, or for civil and politick government. 

9. She will not maintain or jupport any of your ſuh- 
jects declared rebels, and convicted of treaſon againſt 

ou. 

0 10 She will enter into the aſſociation, Which was 
ſhewed her at Wingheld for the ſurety of your majeſty' 
life, ſo as there be mended or right explicated fome 
clauſes, which I will ſhow to your majeſty, when | 
ſhall have the copy thereof, as I have before time re- 
quired. 

11. She will not treat with foreign kings or princes, 
for any war or trouble againſt this ſtate, and will re- 
pounce, from this time, all enterpriſes made or to be 
made in her favour for that reſpect. 

12. Furthermore, this realm being aſſailed by any civil 
or ſoreign war, the will take part with your majeſty, and 
will aſſiſt you in your defence with all her forces and 
means, depending of herſelf and with all her friends of 
Chriſtendom. 

13. And to that effect, for the mutual defence and 
maintenance of your majeſty, aud the two realms of this 
ile, ſhe will enter with your Majeſty in a league defen- 
ſive, as ſhall be more particularly adviſed, and will per— 
fwade, as much as in her, the king her ſon to do the 
like. 

The leagues with all parts abroad remaining firm, 
and eſpecially the antient league between France and 
Scotland, in that which ſhall not be apainſt this preſent. 

14. She will enter into a league oifeutive, having goo! 
aſſurance, or ſecret Ger laration and acknowledgment of 
her right in the ſucceſſion of this crown, and promise, 
that happening any breach betwixt France and this 
realm (which ſc prayeih God never to happen), the 
juſt value of her dowry ſhall be placed for her in lands 
of the revenue of the crown, 
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15, For aſſurance of her promiſes and covenants, ſhe 
doth offer to abide herſelf in this realm for a certain 
time (better hoſtage can ſhe not give than her own per- 
ton), which ſo as ſhe be kept in the liberty here before 
propounded, is not in caſe to eſcape ſecretly out of this 
country, in the ſickly ſtate ſhe is in, and with the good 
order which your majeſty can take therein. 

16. And in caſe your majeſty do agree to her full and 
whole deliverance, to retire herſelf at her will out of 
this realm, the ſaid queen of Scots ſhe will give ſuffi- 
cient hoſtage for ſuch time as will be adviſed. 

17. If ſhe abide in this rcalm, ſhe will promiſe not to 
depart out. of it, without your licence, fo as it be pro- 
miled unto her that her ſtate, in ſuch liberty as ſhall be 
accounted unto her, ſhall not be in any fort altered, untill 
after her tryall to have attempted againſt your lite, or 
other trouble of your eſtate. 

18. If ſhe go into Scotland, ſhe will promiſe to alter 
nothing there in the religion which is now uſed there, 
ſhe being ſuffered to have free exercile of hers, tor her 
and ker houſhold, as it was at her return out of France; 
aud further to pull out every root of new diviſion be- 
tween the. ſubjects, that none of the ſubjects of Scotland 
ſhall he fifted for his conſcience, nor conſtrained to go 
to the ſervice of the coatrary religion. 

19. She will grant a general abolition of all offences 
done againſt her in Scotland, and things ſhall remain 
there as they are at this preſent, for the retpe, — 
that which hath been done againſt her honour, whic 
ſhe meancth to have revoked and annulled. 

20. She will travel to ſettle a fure and general recon» 
ciliation between the nobility of the country, and to 
cauſe to be appointed about the king her fon, and in his 
council, ſuch as ſhall be fit for the entertaininent of the 
peace and quiet of the country, and the amity of the 
realm, | 

21. She will do her beſt to content your majcſty, in 
favour of the Scots lords baniſhed and refuged hither, 
upon their due ſubmiſſion to their princes, and your ma- 
jcky's premile to afliſt the * qucen and king of Scot- 
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land againſt them, if they happen to fall into their for- 


mer taults, | 

22. She will proceed to the marriage of the king her 
ſon, with the advice and good council of your majeſty. 

23. As ſhe will paſs nothing without the king her ſon, 
ſo doth ſhe deſire that he intervene conjointly with her 
in this treaty, for the greater and perfecter aſſurance 
thereof; for otherwiſe any thing can hardly be eſtabliſh- 
ed to be ſound and continue. 

24. The ſaid Scotch queen truſteth, that the French 
king, her good brother, according to the good affection 
which he hath always ſhewed her, and hath been aſrcſh 
teſtified unto me by Monſr de Manniſſicre for this faid 
treaty, will very willingly intervene, and will aſſiſt her 
for the ſurety of her promiſes. | 

25. And io will the princes of the houſe of Lorrain, 
following the will of the faid king, will bind themlelyes 
thereunto. 

26 For other kings and princes of Chriſtendom, ſhe 
will aſſay to obtain the like of them, if for greater folem- 
nity and approbation of the treaty it be found to be ne- 
ceſſary. 

27. She doth deſire a ſpeedy anſwer, and final conclu- 
ſion of the premilcs, to the end to meet in time with all 
inconveniencies. 

28. And iu the mean time, the more to ſtrengthen 
the ſaid treaty, as made by her of a pure and frank wil, 
ſhe defireth that demonſtration be made of ſome relcaſe- 
ment of her captivity. 


Objections againſ! the Scottiſh queen, under ſecretary M. aiſinghame's 
| hand, November 15 84. 
T* queen of Scots is ambitious, and ſtandeth ill af. 
feed to her majeſty, and therefore it cannot be 
but that her liberty ſhou!d bring peril unto her majeſty. 
That her enlargement will give comfort to papiſts, 
an other ill affected ſubjects, and greatly advance the 
opinion had of her title as ſueceſſor. ws 
"Thai as long as ſhe ſhall be continued in her majeſty's 
offeſion, ſhe may lerve as it were a gage of her maje- 
lty's ſurety, for that her friends, for fear of the danger 
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ſhe may be thrown into, in caſe any thing ſhould be 
done in her favour, dare not attempt any thing in of- 
fence of her majeſty. 

November What courſe were fit ts be laben with the queen 

I 584. of Scots either ts be emerged or gt. 

(Cot. Lib. Cal. 8.) 
TX courſe to be taken with the ſaid queen may be 
conſidered of in three degrees; either, 

1. To continue her under cuſtody in that ſtate ſke 
now 18, | ; 

2. To reſtrain her of the preſent liberty ſhe now hath. 

3. Or to ſet her at liberty upon caution. 

1. Touching the firſt, to continue her under cuſtody 
in that Rate ſhe now is; it is to be conſideredl, that the 
princes that favour that queen, upon the complaint ſhe 
maketh of hard uſage, are greatly moved with commite- 
ration towards her, and promiie to do their endeavour 
for her liberty, for which purpole her miniſters ſolicit 
them daily. 

And to move them the more to pity her caſe, ſhe ac- 
quainted them with her offers made to her majeſty, 
which appeared to be no leſs profitable than reaſonable 
for her majeſly, ſo as the refuſal and rejecting giveth her 
friends aud iavourers cauſe to think her hardly dealt 
withal, and therefore may, with the better ground and 
reaſon, attempt ſomewhat for the ſetting her at liberty. 

It is alſo likely that the ſaid queen, upon this refuſal, 
ſindeth her cafe deſperate, will continue her practice un- 
der hand, both at home and abroad, not only {or her de- 
livery, but to attain to the preſent —— of this 
crown upon her pretended title, as ſhe hath hitherto 
done, as appeareth, and is moſt maniteſt by letters and 
plots intercepted, and chiefly by that late alteration of 
Scotland which hath procceded altogether by her direc- 
tion, whereby a gap is laid open tor the malice of all 
her majeſty's enemies, ſo as it appeareth that this man- 
ner of keeping her, with ſuch number of perſons as ſhe 
now hath, and with liberty to write and receive letters 
(being duly conſidered) is offenſive to the princes the 
laid queen's friends; — chargcable than profitable 
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to her majeſty; and ſubject to all ſuch practices as may 
eril her majeſty's perſon or ſtate, without any proviſion 
or her majeſty's ſafety, and therefore no way to be 
liked of. 

2. Touching the ſecond, to reſtrain her in a more 
ſtraighter degree of the liberty ſhe hath hitherto enjoyed. 

It may at firſt fight be thought a remedy very apt to 
ſtop the courſe of the dangerous practices foftered ere- 
tofore by her: For, true it is, that this remedy might 
prove very profitable, if the realm ot Scotland ſtood in 
that ſort devoted to her majeſty, as few years paſt it did; 
and if the king of that — were not likely, as well 
for the releaſe of his mother, as for the advancement of 
both their pretended titles, to attempt ſomewhat againk 
this realm and her majeſty, wherein he ſhould neither 
lack foreign aſſiſtance, nor a party here within this 
realm: but the king and that realm — affected as 
they do, this reſtraint, inſtead of remedying, is likely to 
breed theſe inconvexieucics following: 

Firft, It will incfeate the offence both in him, and in 
the rofl of the princes her friends that miſliked of her 
reſtraint. 

Secondly, It will give them juſt cauſe to take ſome 
way of redreſs. 

Laſtly, It is to be doubted, that it may provoke ſome 
deſpcrate :il-diſpoted perſon, all hope of her liberty re- 
moved, to attempt ſomewhat againſt her majeſty's own 

erſon, (a matter above all others to be weighed,) which 
inconveniency being duly conſidered, it will appear ma- 
nifeſtly, that the reſtraint, in a ftraighter degree, is like- 
ly to prove a remedy ſulject to very hard events. 

The latter degree, whether it were fit to ſet the ſaid 
queen at liberty, miniftreth foine cauſe of doubt, touch- 
ing the manner of the liberty, in what tort the ſatac is 
to be per formed, whether to be continued here within 
the realm, or to be reſtored into her own country. 

But firſt, this propoſition, before the particulacitics be 
weighed, is to be conſidered in generality, 

For it is very hard for 2 welk-afie&ted ſunject, and ten- 
dereth her majeliy's ſurety, and weigheth either the na- 
zure of the Scottiſh queen Leing inclined to ambition 
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and revenge, or her former actions, what practices ſhe 


hath ſet on foot moſt dangerous for her majeſty and this 
realm, to allow of her liberty, being not made acquaint- 
ed with ſuch cauſes, as time hath wrought, to make it 
leſs perilous than it hath been, nor with tuch cautions as 
may, in ſome ſort, be deviſed to prevent both her ambi- 
tion and malice; and therefore, to make this apparent. 

It is to be confidered, that the danger that was m the 
mother, is now grown to he in the ſon. He pretendeth 
the ſame title ſhe doth: Such as do aſſect her, both at 
home and abroad, do affect him (and he is the more 
dangerous for that he is unmarried, which may greatly 
advance his fortune, and that he is a man, whereby he 
may enter into action in his own perion); where ſhe is 
reſtrained, he is at liberty; his own realm is now alto- 
gether at his devotion, and the party aected to this 
crown abaſed; fo as the matter duly conſidered, neither 
her liberty nor reſtraint doth greatly alter the caſe for 
perils towards her majeſty, unleſs by ſuch promiſes as 
may be made by way of treaty with her, the danger 
likely to grow from the king her ſon to be provided for. 

But in this behalf it may be objected, that fo long as 
the mother remains in her majeſty's hands, the king will 
attempt nothing for fear of his mother's peril. 

To this objection it may be anfwered, firſt, That they 
hope that her majeſty, heing a prince of juſtice, and in- 
clined to mercy, will not puniſh the mother for the ſon's 
offence, unleſs ſhe ſhall be found, by good proof culpa- 
ble. Secondarily, That men will not be over-haſty, 
conſidering in what predicament the king ſtandeth touch- 
ing his expectation of this crown, to adviſe any thing 
that in time future may be dangerous to the giver of 
ſuch council as may reach to his mother's peril. . 

And laſtly, the taking away of his mother, he being 
ſtrong in the field through both foreign aſſiſtance, and 
a party here within the realm, will appear fo weak a re- 
medy, (which may rather exalperate both him, and her 
party, to proceed with more courage and heat to re- 
venge, if any ſuch hard meaſure ſhuuid be oflered unto 
her), as they will ſuppoſe for the reaton above ipeciſicd, 
that no ſuch extremity will be uled. 
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It may alſo he objected, that the ſetting of her at li- 
berty will greatly encourage the papiſts both at home 
and abroad; but herein, if the proviſion be duly conſi- 
dered, that may be made by parliament both here and 
there, they Thall rather find cauſe of diſcomfort than o- 
therwiſe. 

Thele two doubts being reſolved, and the perils that 
was in the mother appearing moſt manifeſtly to be ſeen 
in the ſon accompanied with more danger, with due con- 
ſideration had alſo of ſich remedies as may be provided 
for the preventing of the dangers, that her liberty may 
miniſter juft cauſe to doubt of; there will be good cauſe 
cf hope tornd, that the ſame will rather breed benefit 
than perils, | 

Now it reſteth, in what fort the ſaid hberty ſhall be 
performed; if it ſhall be thought meet ſhe ſhall be con- 
tinucd within the realm with ſome limitation, eſpecially 
in that place where ſhe now reſideth, the country round 
about being fo micſted in religion as it is, it is greatly 
to be doubted that will very much increaſe the corrup- 
tion, and falling away in that behalf. Beſides, ſhe ſhould 
have commedity, with much more eaſe and ſpeed, to 
DMertamn practices within this realm, than by being in 
her own country. : 

Tf abroad freely without limitation either in Scotland 
or France, then ſhall her majeſty loſe the gages of her 
Jofety, then ſnall ſhe be at hand to give advice in fur- 
therance of ſuch practices, as have been laid for to ſlir 
trouble in this realm, wherein ſhe hath been a principal 

art Ve 

For the firſt, it is anſwered before, that the reſneR of 
any perils that may befal unto ber, will in no fort re- 
firain her ſon. For the other, ü it be conſidered what 
harm her advice will work unto herſelf, in reſpect of the 
violation of the treaty, and the proviſion that may be 
made in parliament here, it is to be thought, that ihe 
will then be well adviſed, before ſhe attempt any fuck 
matter, which now ſhe may do without perill. Beſides 
ſuch princes, as have interpoſed their faith and promiſe 
for her, cannot with honour aſſiſt her, wherein the 
French king will not be found very forward, who, . 
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moſt friendly fort, hath lately rejected all ſuch requeſts, 
propounded either by her or her ſon's miniſters, that 
might any way offend her majcfty. And fo to conclude, 
ſeeing the cauſe of her 4% ſhall be taken away; the 
French king gratificd, who is a mediator for her, and 
will miſlike, that by any Spauiſh practice, ſhe ſhould be 
drawn to violate her faith, that the reſt of the princes 
ſhall have no juſt cauſe of oflence, but rather to tl:ink 
honourably of her majeity, confidering the Scottiſh 
queen's carriage towards her, which hath deſerved no 
way any ſuch tavour; the noblemen of Scotland ſhall be 
reſtored, who will be a good ſtay of ſuch counſells as 
may tend to the troubling of this realm, cipecially hav- 
ing ſo good a ground of warrant as tlie parliament to 
ſland unto; the charges and perills which her practices 
might have bred to this realin ſhall be avoided; and laſt- 
ly, the hope of the papiſts ſhall be taken away, by iuch 
good proviſions, as in both the realms may be made, 
whereby the perills that might fall into her majeſty's 
own perſon (a matter of all others to be weighed), ſhall 
be avoided, when by the change that may grow by any 
ſuch wicked and ungodly practice, they ſhall fee their 
caſe no way relieved in point of religion. 


Reaſons to induce ber majeſly to proceed in the treaty under 
ſecretary V alſingbam”; hand, 
' (Cott. Lib. Cal. C 8.) 


HAT ſuch plots as have of late years been deviſed 
(tending to the raiſing of trouble within this realm) 
have grown from the Scots queen's miniſters, and fa- 
vourers, not without her allowance and ſecking: Or, 
That the means ulſcd by the ſaid miniſters, to induce 
princes to give car to the ſaid plots, is principally ground- 
ed upon ſome commiſeration had of their reſtraint. 
That the ſtay, why the ſaid plots have not been put 
in execution, hath proceeded, for that the ſaid princes 
have, for the moſt part, been entertained with home and 
domeſtic troubles. 
That it is greatly to be doubted, that now their realms 
begin to be quiet, that ſomewhat will be attempted in 
her favours by the ſaid princes, 
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That it is alſo to be doubted, that ſomewhat may he 
attempted by ſome of her fautors in an extraordinary 
ſort, to the perill of her majeſty. 

That for the preſervation thereof, it ſhall he conveni- 
ent for her majeſty to procceed to the finiſhing of the 
treaty, not long ſithence begun between her and the ſaid 
queen. 


No. XII. (p. 158, vol. 2.) 
Leiter of Q. Mary to ©. Elizabeth, 
(Cott. Lib. Coll. B. VIII. Fol. 147. An original.) 


| Madame ma bonne Seur, 
MA fcurant que vous avez en communication d'une 
lettre de Gray que voſtre homme Semer me livra 
hier ſoubz le nom de mon filz y recognoiſſant quaſi de 
mot a la mot leis meſmes raiſons que le dit Gray m'e{- 
crivit en chifre eſtant dernierement pres de vous deſ- 
montrant la ſuffiſance & bonne intention du perſonage je 
vous prieray ſculement ſuivant ce que fi devant je vous 
ay tant inſtantement importune que vous me permettiez 
deſclaireir librement & ouvertement ce point de Vafſoci- 
ation d' entre moy & mon filz & me deſſier les mains 
pour proceder avec lui comme je jugeray eſtre requis 
our fon bien & le mien. Et j'enterprendz quoi que 
Fon vous die & puiſſe en rapporter de faire mentir ce 
petit bruillon qui perſuade par aucuns de vos miniſtres 
a enterpris cette ſeparation entre moy et mon enfant, & 
pour y commencer pi vous ſupple m'octroyer qui je 
pui ſſe parler a ce juſtice clerk qui vous a eſte nouvelle- 
ment envoye pour mander par luy a mon filz mon in- 
tention ſur cela, ce qui je me promis que ne ma refulcrez 
quant ce ne ſeroit que pour demontrer en effect la honne 
intention que vos m'avez aflueree avoir a Paccord & 
entretien de naturel devoir entre la mere & l'enfant qu 
dit en bonnes termes eſtre empeſche pour vous me tenant 
captive en un deſert ce que vous ne pourrez mieux Cel- 
mentir & faire paroitre voſtre bon deſir a notre union 
gue me donnant les moyens d'y proceder, & non in en 
retenir & empeicher comme aucune de vos miniſtres pre- 
tendent a fin de laiſſer toujours lieu a leur mauvais & fi- 
niſtres practiques entre nous. La lettre porte que Hal- 
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ſociation n'eſt 2 paſſee, auſſi ne luy ai je jamais dit, 
il 


bienque mon filz avoit accepte; & que nous en avions 
convenu enſemble, comme l'acte ſigne de ſa main, & ces 
lettres tant a moy, que en France en font foy, ayant 
donne ce meme temoignage de ſa bouche propre a plu- 
fieurs ambaſſadeurs & pe:onnes de credit, s' excuſant de 
ne Voſer faire publier par craint de vous ſculemert, de- 
mandant forces pour vous reſiſter d' avant de ce declarer 
ſi ouvertement eſtant journellement perſuade aucontraire 

vos miniſtres qui luy prometoyent avecque une en- 
treire a Yorck le faire declarer votre heretier. Au ſur- 
plus Madame, quand mon enſant ſeroit fi malheureux 
que de $'opiniaſtrer en cette extreme impiete & ingrati- 
tude vers moy, je ne puis penſer que vous non plus 
qu'aucun aultre prince de la Chretiente le vouliſſiez eu 
cela applaudir ou meintenir pour luy fayre acquerir ma 
malediction aius que plutos intreviendrez pour luy faire 
ee la ruton trop juſte & evidant devant Dieu 
& les hommes. Helas & encores ne luy vouloier j'en 
ofter, mays donner avec droit ce qu'il tient par uſurpa- 
tion. Je me ſuis du tout commiſe a vous, & fidele- 
ment faites fi il vous pleſt que je ne en ſoye pis qu'au- 
228 & que le faulſete des uns ne prevale deſvant 
a verite vers vous, pour bien recevant mal, & la plus 
grande affliction que me ſgaurroit arriver a ſgavoir la 
perte de mon fils, Je vos ſupplic de me mander en cas 
qu'il perſiſte en cette m'eſconnoiſfance de fon devoir, 
que de le luy ou de may il vous plaiſt advouer pour le- 
gitime roy ou royne d' Ecoſſe, & fi vous aves agreable 
de pourſulvre avec moy a part la traite commence en- 
tre nous de quoy je vous requicrs ſans plus attendre de 
reſponſe de ce mal gouvernè enfant vous en requerrant 
avec autant d'afſection que je {ens mon cœur oppreſſ 
d'ennuy. Pour Dieu ſouvencz vous de la promeſſe 
que m'avez faites de me prendre en votre protection me 
raportant de tout a vous, & ſur ce prian. Dicu qu'il 
vous viueille preſerver de touts vos ennemys et diſſimu- 
lea amys, comme je le deſire de me confoler è de me 
venger de cculz qui pourchaſſent un tel malheur entre 
la mere & Penfantle ceſſeray de vous troubler, mais nou 
a m'ennuier que je ne regoive quelque conſolation de 
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vous & de Dieu encore un coup je le ſupplie de vous 
garder de tout peril. Futhbery x11 Mars. 
Votre fidelement vouce ſe ur, 
& obcillant couſine, 
MARIE G. 


A la reyne d' Angleterre 
madame ma bonne ſœur & 


couline, 
| No. XIII. (p. 159, vol. 2.) 
A Teflament by C. Mary. 
(Cot. Lib. Veſpaſ. L. 16. p. 415.) 

N. B. The following paper was tranſcribed by the 
revd. Mr. Crawford, late regius profeſſor of church 
hiſtory in the univerſity of Edinburgh. Part of 

this paper, according to him, is written by Nauc 
Mary's ſecretary, the reſt with the queen's own 
hand. Whatis marked is in the queen's hand. 
ONSIDFRANT par ma condition preſente Veſtat de 
vie humaine, fi incertain, que perſonne ne s'en pu- 
eſt, ou doiht aſſeurer, ſinnon ſoubs la grande et infinie mi- 
ſericorde de Dieu. Et me voulant prevaloir d'icelle 
contre tous les dangers et accidens, qui me pourroient 
inopinement ſurvenir en cette captivite, meſmes a cauſe 
des grandes et longnes maladies, ou j'ay eté detenue 
juſques a preſent Jay adviſe tandis que j'ay la commo- 
ditc ou raiſon en jugement, de pourvoir apres ma mort 
la ſalut de mon ame, enterrement de mon corps et dil- 
poſition de mon bien, eſtat, & affaires, par ce preſent 
mon teſtament ct ordonnance de mon dernier voiunte, 
qui s'enſuyt. : 
Au nom du Pere, du Filz, et du bencite St. Eſprit. 
Premierement, me recongnoiſſant indigne pechereſle 
avec plus d'offences envers mon Dieu, que de ſatisfac- 
tion par toutes les adyerſites que j'ay ſouffert; dont je 
la loue ſa bonte. Et m'appuyant ſur la croix de mon 
Sauveur et Redempteur Jeſus Chriſt, Je recommende 
mon ame a la henoiſte et individue Trinite et aux pricres 
de la glorieuſe Vierge Marie, et de tous les anges ſaincts 
& ſainctes de paradis, eſperant par leur merites et in- 
teret ſſion, eſtre aydee a obtenir de eſtre faicte parti-!- 
pante avec eulx de felicite eternelle. Et pour m'y ache: 
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miner de cueur plus net et entier deſpouillant des a pre- 
{ent tout reſſentiement des injures, calomnies, rebellions, 
et aultres offenſes, qui me pourroient avoir eft factes 
durant ma vie, par mes ſubjcts rebelles et aultres enne- 
mis; J'en retriet la vengeance a Dieu, & le ſupplie leur 
pardonner,de mefme affection, que je luy requiers pardons 
a mes faultes, et a tous ceuls et celles que je puis avoir 
offenſe de faicts ou de parolles. Je veulx et ordonne, &c. 

Pour ne contrevenir a la glorie, honneur, et conver- 
ſation de I'Eglſe catholique, apoſtolique et Romaine, en 
la quelle je veulx vivre et mourir, fi le prince d'Eſcoſſe 
mon filz y pueſt etre reduict contre la mauvaiſe nourri- 
ture, qu'il a priſe a mon tres grand regret en Vherefic 
de Calvin entre mes rebelles, je le laiſſe ſeul et unique 
heritier de mon royaume d' Eſcoſſe, de droict que je pre- 
tende juſtement en a la couronne d' Angleterre et pays 
qui en dependent, et generallement de tous et chacun 
mes meuhles et immeubles qui reſteront apres ma mort, 
et excution de ce preſent teſtament. 

Si non, et que mon dit filz continue a vivre en la dite 
hereſie Je cede, tranſporte, et faifte don “ de touts et 
e chac uns mes droicts, que je pretende et puis preten- 

dre a la couronne d' Angleterre, et aultres droits, 
& ſcizneuries, ou royaulmes en dependantz, au roy ca- 
„ tholique, ou aultre de fiens qu'il luy plaira, aveſques 
« advis, conſentement de fa ſainteté: tant pour le voyr 
* aujourhuy le ſeul ſeurs appui de la religion catholi- 
que, que pour reconnoiſſance de gratuites faveurs que 
* moy, et les miens recommandez par moy, ont avons 
* receu de luy en ma plus grande neceiſite; ct reſguard 
% 2uth au droict que luy meſme, peut pretendre a ces 
« (itz royaulmes et pays, je le ſupplie qu*en recompence 
* 11 preign alliance, de la maiton de Lorraine, et ſi il 
* ce pleut de celle de Guide, pour memoire de la rage 
* de laquelle je juis ſortie au coſte Mere, n'a ayant de 
* celuy de mon pere, que mon ſcul enfant, lequel e- 
* ſtant Catholique j'ay tousjours vouè pour une des ſes 
* alles, ſi il luy plaiſoit de l'accepter, ou faillant une 
de ſes nievces marice comme fa fille. 

„Je lavile mon file a la protection du roy, de prince, 


La 
** 


Lad 
- 


* 


Vol. III. 8 


6 


154 APPENDIX. 

« et dues de Lorrayne et de Guiſe, et du Mayne, aux 
« quelz je recommende et fon eſtate en Eſcoſſe, et mon 
«& droit en Angleterre, 11 il eſt catholique, et quelle ic 
« parlie de ceſte royne.” Je faitz don au “ compte de 
Lenox“ de comte de Lennox tenu par feu fon pere, et 
commande mon filtz, comme mon heretier et ſucceſſo ur, 
d obeyr en ceſt en droit a mon volonte. 

Je veulx et ordonne toutes les ſommes et denicrs, 
qui fe troveront par moys deues, tien mis cauſe de droict 
eſtre faits „ Lohliven”? etre promptement payce et 
acquittcs, et tout tort et grieſs repares per leſdits exccu- 
teurs deſquelz jen charge la conſcience. Oultre, &c. 
{ Fullixo taco or three paragraphs concerning particular Ig 
and then is ad/ei Faict an manior de Sheffeld en Angle- 
terre le jour de Mil cinq cens ſoixant & dix ſept. 
« $1 mon filz meurt, au comte de Lenox, au Claude 
Hamilton lequel ſe montrera le plus ſidelle vers moy, 
et plus conſtant en religion, au jugement de 
« Ducs de Lorraine et de Guyſe, ou je le rapport fur 
« ce de ceulx a que j auray donnay le charge de trayter 
« aveſque eux de par moy et ceulx, a condition de ce 
„ marrier ou allier en la dite mayſon ou par leur advis.” 

Follinu near teuo pages of particular li gacies. 

« Ft le remets ma tante de Lenox au droict quelle 
« peut pretendre a la conte d' Angous avant acort 
fait par mon commandement entre ma dite tante de 


Ly 


* 


Lenox et le comte de Morton, vcu quil a eſté fait & 


« par le feu roy mon Mary et moy, fur la promieſte de 
« {a fidelle aſſiſtance, ſi luy et moy encourions dangicr 
set befoing d'ayde ce qu'il rompit, s'entendant ſecrete 
« ment au les nos ennemis rebelles, qu'attemtpricnt 
„contre ſa vie, et pour ceſt effect pris les armes, et on! 
* portè les bannieres defploices, contre nous, je revoGue 
4 auſh toute autre don que je luy ay fait de conte de 
Morton ſur promeſles de ſes bons ſerviees a advent, 
« <t entends que la dite Conte ſoit reunie a la couronne, 
« fi ell ſe trouve y partenir, comme ſes trahiſons tant 
4 en la mort de mon feu Mary, que en mon baniſſe- 
„ment, et pourſuit de la mien ne Pont merite, Et de- 
« fends a mon filz de ce jamays ſervire de luy pour de 
* Juy pour la hayne qu'il aye a ſes parents, la queile )! 
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& crains ne s'eſtende juſques a luy, le connoiſſant du 
e tout aſfectionnè aux ennemis de mon droite en ce 
« royaume, du quel il eſt penconnaire. 

« Je recommende mon nepveu Francois Stuart a 
« mon filz, et luy commande detenir pres de luy et 
« genlervit, et je luy laifſe le bien du conte de Boduel 
&« ſon ocle, en reſpect qu'il eſt de mong ſang, mon fil- 
« leul, et ma eſt laiſſe en lutelle par ton pere. 

« Je declare que mon frere baſtard Robert Abhe de 


St Croix n'a en que par circonvention Orkenay, et 


que le ne ſut jamays mon intention, comme il apret 
« par la revocation que j'ay fate depuys, et etc auſſi 
« faite d'avant la alage de xxv. ans, ce que j'amois de- 
« liberer ſi il ne m' euſſent prenner par priſon de fe de 
« delayre aulx eſtats je veulx donc que Orkenay ſoit 
© reune a la couronne comme une de plus necelfaires 
pour mon filz, & ſans mayſon ne pourra etre bien tenue. 
„Le filles de Morra ne parvient acceſſi heriter, ains 
« revient la contc a la Couronne, i il luy pleſt luy don- 
« ner fa ou fille en marriaſge, et il nome 
« Ven ſienne ligne.” 
No. XIV. (p. 167, vol. 2.) 
A letter from Mr Archibald Douglas to the queen of Scots, 
Prrase your majelty, J received your letter of the 
date of the 12th of Nov. and in like manner has 
ſeen tome part of the contents of one other of the ſame 
date, directed to Monſr. de Movilir, ambaſſador for 
his majeſty the moſt Chriſtian king, both which are a- 
preeable to your princely dignity, as by the one your 
lughaeſs delires to know the true cauſe of my baniſh- 
ment, and offers unto me all favour it I ſhould be inno- 
cent of the heinous facts committed in the perſon of your 
huſband of good memory, ſo by the other the ſaid am- 
baſſador is willed to declare unto me, if your huſband's 
murder could be laid juſtly againſt me, that you could 
not ſollicit in my cauſe, neither yet for any perſon that 
was participant of that execrable fact, but would ſeek 
the revenge thereof, when you ſhould have any, means 
todoit; your majeſty's offer, if I be innocent of that 
crume, is moſt NR 4 your defire to know the 
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truth of the ſame is moſt equitable ; and therefore that 
I ſhould with all my ſunplicity, ſincerity and truth an- 


ſwer thereunto is moſt reaſonable, to the end that your 


princely dignity may be my help, if my innocence ſhall 
ſufficiently appear, and procure my condemnation, if! 
be culpable m any matter, except in the knowledge of 
the evil diſpoſed minds of the moſt part of your nobility 
agamſt your ſaid huſband, and not revealing of it; 
which I am aſſured was ſufficiently known to himſelf, 
and to all that had judgment never ſo little in that 
realm; which alſo I was conſtrained to underſtand, as 
he, that was ſpecially employed betwixt the earl Mor- 
ton, and a good number os your nobility, that they 
might with all humility intercede at your majeſty's hand 
for his relief, in ſuch matters as are more ſpecially con- 
tained in the declaration following, which I am con- 


ſtrained for my own juſtification, by this letter to call to 


your majeſty's remembrance. Notwithſtanding that ! 
am aſſured, to my grief, the reading thereof will not 
ſmaily offend your princely mind. It may pleaſe your 


majeſty to remember, that in the year of God 1566, the 


ſaid of earl of Morton, with divers other nobility and 
gent. were declared rebels to your majeſty, and baniſk- 
ed your realm for inſolent murder committed in your 
majeſty's own chamber, which they alledged was done 
by command of your huſband, who notwithſtanding 
affirmed that he was compelled by them to ſubſcribe the 
warrant given for that effect, howſoever the truth of 
that matter remains amongſt them, it appertains not to 
me at this time to be curious; true it is that J was one 
of that number, that heavily offended againſt your ma- 


jeſty, and palled into France the time of our baniſh- 


ment, at the deſire of the reſt, to humbly pray your 
brother the moſt Chriſtian king to intercede that our ot- 
fences might be parConed, and your majeſty's clemen- 
cy extended towards us, albeit divers of no ſmall rep!- 
tation, in that realm, was of the opinion, tliat the laid 
fact mcrited neither to he requiſite tor, nor yet pardon 
ed. Always fuch was the careiul mind of his majeſiy 
towards the quietneſs of that realm, that the dealing 
that cauſe was committed to Monſr- de Movitir, uh 
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was directed at that time to go into Scotland, to congra- 
tulate the happy birth of your ſon, whom Almighty 
God of his goodneſs may long preſerve in happy eſtate 
and perpetual felicity; the careful travail of the ſaid de 
Moviſir was fo eſſectual, and your majeſty's mind ſo 
inclined to mercy, that within ſhort ſpace thereafter I 
was permitted to repair in Scotland, to deal with earls 
Murray, Athol, Bodvel, Arguile, and ſecretary Le- 
dington, in the name and behalf of the ſaid earl Mor- 
ton, lords Reven, Lindſay, and remanent compleſis, 
that they might make offer in the names of the ſaid earl, 
of any matter that might ſatisfie your majeſty's wrath, 
and procure your clemency to be extendcd in their fa- 
vours ; at my coming to them, after | had opened the 
elſe of my meſſage, they declared that the marriage 
betwixt you and your 2 had been the occaſion al- 
ready of great evil in that realm, and if your huſband 
ſhouid be ſuffered to follow the appetite and mind of 
ſuch as was about him, that kind of dealing might pro- 
duce with time worſe effects; for helping of ſuch incon- 
venience that might fall out by that kind of dealing, 
they had thought convenient to join themſelves in league 
and band with ſome other noblemen, reſolved to obey 
your majeſty as their natural ſovereign, and have no- 

thing to do with your hniband's command whatſoever, 

it the laid earl would for himlelt enter into that hand and 

confederacy with them, they could he content ts hum- 

bly requeſt and travail by all means with your majeſty 

for his pardon, but before they could any farther pro- 

ceed, they deſired to know the ſaid carl's mind herein; 

when | had anſwered, that he nor his friends, at my de- 

parture, could not know that any iuch like matter 

would be proponit, and theretore was not inſtructed 

what to — therein, they deſired that I ſhould return 

ſuſſiciently inſtructed in this matter to Sterling, before 

the baptiſm of your ſon, whom God might prelerve; 

this meſſage was faithfully delivered to me at Newcat- 
tic in England, where the faid carl then remaiacd, in 
prelence of his friends and company, where they all 
condelcended to have no farther dealing with your hul- 
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band, and to enter into the faid band. With this deli 
heration I returned to Sterling, where at the requ-l!t of 
the moſt Chriſt an king and the queen's majeſty of Eug- 
land by their ambaſſ dors preſent, your majeſty's gin- 
cious pardon was granted unto them all, under couch— 
tion always that they ſhould remam baniſhed forth -f 
the realm, the ſpace of two years, and farther duni 
your majeſty's pleaſure, which limitation was aſter n4- 
tigated at the humble requeſt of your own nobility, {© 
that immediately aſter the ſaid carl of Morton repamed 
into Scotland to Quhlittingaime, where the earl of Bed- 
vell and ſceretary Ledington come to him; what ſpeech 
"I d there amongſt them, as God ſhall be my jud ze, 1 

new nothing at that time, but at their departure | was 
requeſted by the ſaid earl Morton to accompany the earl 
Podvell and ſecretary to Edenburgh, and to return Wich 
ſuch anſwer as they ſhould obtain of your majefty, which 
being given unto me by the {aid perſons, as Gord ſhall 
be my judge, was no other than theſe words, “Schau- 
« to the ear! Morton that the queen will hear no ſpeech 
© of that matter appointed unto him;” when I craft 
that the anſwer might be made more ſenſible, ſecretary 
L.edington faid, that the carl would ſufficiently under- 
Hand it, albeit few or none at that tine underſtand 
what paſſed amongſt them. It ie known to all men, als 
veill be railling letters paſſed betwixt the ſaid carl and 
Jedington when they become in divers tac ions, as au 
ane buck ſet furth it by the miniſters wherein they at- 
firm that the earl of Morton has confeſfed to them, be- 
{fore his death, that the earl Bodvel came to Cuhittin- 
gaime to prepon che calling away off the king your hul- 
band, to the which propoſition the faid carl of Morton 
affirms that he could give no anſwer unto ſuch time he 
might know er majeſty*s mind therein, which he nc- 
ver received. n the abominable nuurder, it is known 
too by the depoſitions of many perſons that were che- 
cuted to the death for the committing thereof, that tiie 
ſame was executed them, and at the command of tvcn 
of the nohilitv, as had {ubſcrivit band for that effect ; 
by this unpleaſant declaration, the moſt part th.crcot 
known to yourielf, and the remainder way be unit: 
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hood by the aforeſaid witneſſes that was examined in 
torture, and that are extant in the cuſtody of the ordi- 
nary judges in Scotland, my innocency, fo far as may 
concern any fact, does appear fufficiently to your ma- 
icfty. And as for my dealing aforeſaid, 1 be no o- 
therwiſe charged therein, but as what would accuſe the 
veſſel that preſerves the wine from harm, for the inten- 
pcrancy of ſuch as immoderately uſe the ſame. As for 
the ſpecial cauſe of my baniſhment, I think the ſame 
has proceeded upon ane opinion conceived, that I was a- 
ble to accuſe the earl of Morton of ſo much matter as 
thev alledge himſelf to have confeſſed before he died, 
and would not be induced, for lots of reputation, to per- 
form any part thereof. If this be the occaſien of my 
trouble, as I ſappole it is, what puniſhment I ſhould de- 
ſerve, | remit me to your majefly's better judgment, 
who well knows how careful ever ilk gentleman ſhould 
be of his ſame, reputation and honour, and how far ever 
ilk man ſhould abhor the name of a pultroun, and how 
undecent it would have heen to me to accuſe the earl of 
Mcrton, being; ſo near of his kin, notwithſtanding all 
the injuries I was conſtrained to receive at his hand all 
the time of his government, and for no other cauſe, but 
for ſhewing of particular friendſhip to particular friends 
in the time of the laſt eruel troubles in Scotland. Sorry 
I be now to accuſe him in any matter being dead, and 
more ſorry that being on lyff, be ſuch kind of dealing ob- 
tained that name of ingrate. Always for my own part 
I have been baniſned my native country thoſe three 
years and four months, living in anxiety of mind, my 
holl guds in Scotland, which were not ſmall, intermitit, 
and depoſit upon, and has continually ſince the time 1 
was relie ved out of my laft troubles at the defire of 
Mons, de Moviſir, attended to know your majeſty's 
plcaſure, and to wait upon what ſervice it ſhould pleaſe: 
your majeſty for to command. Upon the 8th of April 
mſt. your good friend ſecretary Walſinghame has de- 
cleared mito me, that her highnets tho't it expedient that, 
! mould retire myſelf where I pleaſed, I declared unta 
him had no means whereby I might perform that 
&fire, till tuck ting as I ſhould receive it from your ma- 
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jeſty. Neither knew I where it would pleaſe your 
highnefs to direct me, until ſuch time as I ſhould have 
received further information from you. Upon this oc- 
caſion, and partly by permiſſion, I have taken the hard- 
reſs to write this preſent letter, whereby your majeſty 
may underſtand any part of my troubles paſt, and ſtrait 
reſent. As to my intention future, I will never deny 
that I am fully reſolved to ſpend the reſt of my days in 
your majeſty's ſervice, and the king your ſon's, whereſo- 
ever I ſhall be directed by your majeſty, and for the bet- 
ter performing thereof, if ſo ſhall be her majeſty's plea- 
ſure, to recommend the tryall of my innocency, and ex- 
amination of the verity of the preceding narration, to 
the king your ſon, with requeſt that I may be pardoned 
for ſuch offences as concerned your majeſty's ſervice and 
var common to all men the time of his les aige and per- 
donit to all, except to me, I ſhould be the bearer there- 
of myſelf, and be directed in whatſoever ſervice it ſhould 
pleaſe your majeſty for to command. Moſt humble! 
beſeech your majeſty to conſider hereof, and to be ſo 
gracious as to give order, that I may have means to 
ſerve your majeſty according to the ſincerity of my mean- 
ing, and ſo expecting your majeſty's anfwer, aſter kiſting 
your hand witn all humility I take leave from London, 
No. XV. (p. 173, vol. 2.) 
A letter from Sir Amins Paul-t. 

J Did forbear according to your direction ſignified in 
your letters of the fourth of this preſent, to proceed 

to the execution of the contents of Mr Waadle's letters 
unto you, for the diſperſing of this lady's unneceſſary 
ſervants, and for the ſealing of her money, whercin l 
was bold to write unto you my fimple opinion, (although 
in vain as it now falleth out), by my letters of tlic 7th 
of this inflant, which F doubt not are with you before 
this time; but upon the receipt of your letters of the 
5th, which came not unto my hands until the 8th in the 
evening, by reaſon, as did appear by indorſement, 
that they had been miflaken, and were ſent hack to 
Windfor, aſter they were entered into the way towards 
me, I conſidered, that being accompanied only by my 
own. ſervants, it might be thought that they would b. 
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intreated to ſay as I would command them, and there- 
fore I thought good, for my better diſcharge in theſe 
money matters, to crave the aſſiſtance of Mr. Richard 
Baggot, who repairing unto me the next morning, we 
had acceſs to this queen, whom we found in her bed, 
troubled after the old manner with a defluxion, which 
was fallen down into the fide of her neck, and had be- 
reft her of the uſe of one of her hands, unto whom I de- 
clared, that upon occaſion of her former practiſes, 
doubting leſt ſhe would perſiſt therein by corruptmg 
underhand ſome bad members of this ftate, I was ex- 
pre ſly commanded to take her money into my hands, 
and to reſt anſwerable for it, when it ſhall be required; ad- 
viling hertodeliverthefaid money untome with quietneſs, 
After many denials, many exclamations, and many bit- 
ter words againſt yon, (J ſay nothing of her railing a- 
gainſt myſelt), with a flat afſir mation that her majeſty 
might have her body, but her heart ſhe ſhould never 
have, refuſing to deliver the key of the cabinet, I called 
my ſervants, and fent for barrs to break open the door, 
whereupon ſhe yielded, and cauſing the door to be o- 

ened, I found there in the coffers, mentioned in Mr. 
Vaade's remembrance, five rolls of canvas, containing 
five thouſand French crowns, and two leather bags, 
whereof the one had, in gold, one hundred and four 

»nds two ſhillings, and the other had three pounds 
in ſilver, which bag of filver was left with her, affirm» 
ing that ſhe had no more money in this houſe, and that 
ſhe was indebted to her fervants for their wages. Mr. 
Waade's note maketh mention of three rolls left in 
Curle's+ chamber, wherein, no doubt, he was miſreck- 
oned, which is evident as well by the teſtimonies and 
oaths of divers perſons, as alfo by probable conjectures; 
foas in truth we found only two rolis, every of which 
containeth one thouſand crowns, which was this queen's 
guifte to Curle's wife at her marriage. There is found 
in Naw's chamber, in a cabinet, a chain worth by 
eſlimation, one hundred pounds, and in money, in one 
bag nine hundred pounds, in a ſecond bag two hundred 


+ Curle can tell you the truth of this matter. 
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fourſcore and ſix pounds eighteen ſhillings. All the 
forelaid parcels of money are beſtowed in bags and 
ſealed by Mr. Richard way ſaving five hundred 
—— of Naw's money, which I reſerve in my hands, 
or the uſe of this houſhold, and may be repayed at 
London, where her majefly ſhall appoint, out of the 
money, received lately by one of my ſervants, out of 
the Exchequer. I feared leſt the people might have 
diſperſed this money in all this time, or have hidden the 
ſame in ſome ſecret corners; for doubt whereof I had 
cauſed all this queen's family, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, to be guarded in the ſeveral places where | 
found them, ſo as yff I had not found the money with 
quietneſs, I had been forced to have ſearch firſt alk-their 
lodgings, and then their own perſons. I thank God 
with al my heart, as for a ſingular bleſſing, that that 
falleth out fo well, fearing leſt x contrary ſucceſs might 
have moved ſome hard conceits in her majeſty, 
Touching the diſperſing of this queen's ſervants, I 
truſt I have done ſo much, as may ſuffice to ſatisfy her 
majeſty for the time, wherein I could not take any ab- 
ſolute courſe, until I heard again from you, partly be- 
cauſe her majeſty, by Mr. Waade's letter, dot 4 to 


your conſideration to return ſuch as ſhall be diſcharged 


to their ſeveral dwellings and countries, wherein, as it 
ſeemeth, you have forgotten to deliver your opinion; 
partly, for that as yet, I have received no anſwer from 

ou, of your reſolution, upon the view of the” Scottiſh 

amily ſent unto you, what perſons you will appoint 
to be diſmiſt; only this I have done, I have beſtowed all 
ſuch as are mentioned in this bill incloſed in three or 
four ſeveral rooms as the ſame may ſuffice to contain 
them, and that their meat and drink ſhall be brought 
unto them by my ſervants. It may pleaſe you, to ad- 
vertiſe me by your next letters, in what ſort, and for 
what courle, I ſhall make their paſſports, as alſo, if they 
ſhall ſay that they are unpaid of their wages, what ſhall 
I do therein. Yet is ſaid that they have been accuſtom- 
ed to be paid of their wages at Chriſtmas, for the whole 
year, Her majeſty's charge will be ſomewhat diminiſh- 
ed by the departure of this people, and my charge by 
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this occaſion will he the more eaſy. But the perſons, 
all fave Baſtian, are ſuch ſilly and ſimple fouls, as there 
was no great cauſe to fear their practices, and upon 
this ground, I was of opinion, in my former letters, 
that all this diſmiſſed train ſhould have followed their 
miſtreſs until the next remove, and there to have been diſ- 
charged upon the ſudden, for doubt that ſaid remove might 
be delayed, yf ſhe did fear, or expect any hard meaſure, 

Others ſhall excuſe their tooliſh pity as they may; 
but for my part, I renounce my part of the joys of 
heaven, yf in any thing that I have ſaid, written, or 
done, I have had any other reſpect than the furtherance 
of her majeſty's ſervice; and fo I ſhall moſt earneſt] 
pray you to affirm tor me, as likewiſe for the not ſeat. 
ing of the money by Mr. Manners, the other commil- 
ſioners, and myſelf. I truſt Mr. Waade hath anſwer- 
ed, in all humble duties, for the whole company, that 
no one of us did fo much as think that our commiſſion 
reaching only to the papers, we might be bold co touch 
the money, fo as there was no ſpeech of that all to my 
knowledge, and as you know I was no commitſtioner in 
this ſearch, but had my hands full at Tyxall, diſcreet 
ſervants are not haſtily to deal in great matters, with- 
out warrant, and eſpeciall where the cauſe is ſuch as 
the delay of it carried no danger. 

Your advertiſement of that happy remove hath been 
greatly comfortable unto me. 1 will not ſay, in re- 
ſpect of myſclt, becauſe my private intereſt hath no 
meaſure of compariſon with her majeſty's ſafety, and 
with the quiet of this realm. God grant a happy and 
ſpeedy yſlue to thele good and godly councels; and fo I 
commit you to his merciful protection. From Clart- 
ley the xoth of September 1586. | 

No. XVI. (p. 183, vol. 2.) 
Letter from the king of Scits to Mr. Archibald Douglas his 
ambaſſador in England, October, 15 86. 
R ESERVE up vourlelf na langer in the earneſt dealing 
for my mother, for ye have done it too long; and 


+ This lady hath good ftore of money at preſent in 
the French amballador's hands. N 
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think not that any your travellis can do goode if hir 
life be taken, for then adicu with my dealing with 
theime that are the ſpecial inſtruments thairof; and 
theirfore, gif ye look for the continuance of my favour 
towartis you, ſpair na pains nor plainnes in this cace, 
but redde my letter wrettin to William Keith, and con- 
form yourſelf quhollie to the contentis thairof, and in 
this requeiſt let me reap the fruits of your great cre- 
dit there, ather now or never. Fairwell. October, 
1586. 
Letler to fir William Keith, ambaſſador in Englund, probably 
from ſecrelary Maitland, Nev. 27, 1568, 
BY your letters ſent by this bearer (albeit concerning 
no pleaſant ſubject), his majeſty conceives well 
of your earneſtneſs and fidelity in your negotia- 
tions, as allo of Mr. Archibald's activity and dili- 
gence, whom you ſo greatly praiſe and recommend, l 
with the ue correſpond to his majeſty's opinion, your 


care and travell, and his great diligence as you write, 


His majeſty takes this rigorous proceeding againſt his 
mother deeply in heart, as a matter greatly concerning 
him both in honour and otherwiſc. His highnelics ac- 
tions and behaviour utter plainly not only how far na— 
ture prevails, but alſo how he apprchends of the ſequcl 
of that proceſs, and of what moment he eſteems it. 
There is an embaſle ſhortly to be directed, wherein 
will be employed an earl and two counlcllors, on whe 
aniwer will depend the continuance or diſſolution of the 
amity and good intelligence between the princes of this 
iſle, In the mean ſcaſon, if farther extremity be uſcd, 
and his majeſty's ſuit and requeſt diſdaintd, his high- 
neſs will think himſelf diſhonoured and contemned far 
beſides his expectation and deſerts. Ye may perceive 
his majeſty's diſpoſition by his letter to you, which you 
ſhall impart to Mr. Archibald, and both deal accord- 
ing thereto. I nted not recommend to your cart, con- 
cerning your maſter's ſervice both in ueill and in 10- 
nour. As you and your colleague ſhall behave your!-:! 
in this behalf, fo for my own part, will I interpzet your 
affection to your maſter, J am plod of that I hear t 
veurletf, aud 1 do fully credit that vou write of Nis. 
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Archibald, whoſe friends here make great account of 
his profeſſed devotion to the queen, belides the duty he 
owes to the king's majeſty her fon. Farther I am con- 
ſtrained to remit to next occaſion, having ſcarce time ta 
ſcribble theſe few lines 3 of themſelves may bear 
witneſs of my haſte.) Wiſhing you a proſperous iſſue 
of your negociation, I commit you, &c. 

he people, and all eſtates here are fo far moved by 
the rigorous proceedings againſt the queen, that his 
majeſty, and all that have credit are unportuned, and 
may go abroad for exciamations againſt them, and im- 
precations againſt thr queen of England. 

No. XVII. (p 186, vol. 2.) 

To the king's majeſty, from Mr. Archibald Douglat. 
Pr! your majeſty, I received your letter of the 

date of the 28th of September, the 5th of October, 
which was the ſame day that I directed Wm. Murray 
towards your highnels; by ſuc]: letters as he carried, 
and others of ſeveral dates, your majeſty may perceive 
that I had omitted nothing fo far as my travel might 
reach unto, anent the performing of the two chief points 
contained in the faid letter befor the receit thereot, 
which by theſe preſents 1 muſt repeat for anſwering of 
the ſaids. As to the firſt, ſo far as may concern the in- 
terceding for the queen your majeſty's mother her life, 
have divers times, and in every audience, travelled 
with this queen in that matter, ſpecially to know what 
her full determination muſt be in char Point, and could 
never bring her to any further anſwer, but that this 
proceeding againſt her by order of juttice was no lets 
againſt her mind, than againſt their will that loved her 
beit; as towards her lilc the could give no anfwer there- 
unto, until ſuch time as the law hath declared whether 
ſhe was innocent or guilty. Rerewithal it was her 
pleaſure thus far to inform me, that it was a number 
oi the aſſociates that carneſtly preſſed her that the law 
might proceed againſt her, giving reafons that ſo long 
as ſhe was ſuffered to deal in matters, fo long would 
never this realm be in quiet, ncither her life, neither 
this ſtate in afſurance, and in the end they uſed this pro: 

Vol. III. = 
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teſtation, that if ſhe would not in this matter follow 
their advice, that they ſhould remain wit; all the blame 
whatſoever ſhould fall out; whereupon ſhe had granted 
them liberty to proceed, leſt ſuch as had made the re- 
queit might kereafter have charged herſelf with incon- 
venience if any ſnould happen. 

And by myſelf I know this her ſpeech to be true, be- 
canſe both papiſt and proteſtant bas behaved them, as 
it hath been her picafure to declare, but upon divers re- 
ſpects, the one to avoid ſuſpicion that otherwiſe was 
conceived againſt then, the other upon zeal-and care 
that they will be known to have for preſervation of 
their fovercien's life and ſtate in this perilous time, 
upon conſideration whereof, I have been conftrair- 
ed to enter into ſome dealing with both, wherewi h 
I made her majcily acquainted; the proteſtan:s, 
and ſuch as in eher matters will be known to bear no 
ſmall favour nato your majeſty's ſervice, hath prayed 
that they may be excuſed from any dealing in the con- 
trary of that, which b» their oath they have avowed, 
and by their ſpocch to *heir ſoverci; n requetted for, and 
that before my coming in this country; if they ſhould 
now otherwiſe do, it would produce no better ellect but 
to make them fubjet to the accuſation of their ſove- 
reign, when it ſhould pleaſe her to do it, of their incon- 
Nancy, in giving councell whereby they might incur 
the danger of ill councellors, and be conf quent wor- 
thy of puniſkmeut. Such of the papiſts, as J did deal 
with, went immediately, and told her majeſty what l 
had f okea to them, who alheit ſhe ur:derfiood the mat- 
ter of before, ſent for me and declared to me m own 
ſpecch that I had uttered to them, willing mie for the 
weil of my maiſler's {ervice to abſtain from deal ng 
with ſuch, as were not yet ſufficiently moved to think 
of my matter as ſhe did, I craved leave of her mae ty 
that | might mform them of your majeſty" s late beha- 
viour towards her, and the ſtate of this realm, whereun- 
to with ſome difficulty ſhe gave her conſent. At ny 
late departure from court, w thick was upon the fifth of 
this inftant, and the day after that the lords of this 
grand jury had taken their leaves of ker majeſty to go 
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northward to Fothringham, it was her pleaſure to pro- 
miſe to have further ſpeceli in this matter at the returning 
ofthe ſaid lords, and to give full anſwer according to your 
majeſty's contentment to the remainder matters, that 
I had proponit in name of your majeſty, As to the 
24 part concerning the aſſociation, and deſire that the 
promiſe made to the maſter of Gray concerning your 
majeity's title may be fulfilled; it appears by the ſaid 
letter, that the very point whereupon the quettion that 
may bring your majeſty's title in doubt, hath not been 
rightly at the writing of the ſaid letter conſidered, 
which 1 take to have proceeded for lack ol reading of 
the act of parliament, wherein is fulfilled all the pro- 
miſe made by the queen to the faid maſter, and no— 
thing may now cauſe any doubt to ariſe againſt your 
ſaid tule, except that an opinion ſhould be conceived 
by theie lords of this parliament that are fo vehement 
at this time againft the queen your majcſty's mother, 
that your majeſty is, or may be proved hereafter aſſent- 
ing to her procecdings, and ſome that love your ma- 
jeſly's ſervice were of that opinion that too earneſt re- 
queſt might move a ground, whereupon ſuſpicions 
might grow in men ſo ill aſſected in that matter, which 
I tho't might be helped by obtaining of a declaration 
in parliament of your majeſty's innocence at this time, 
— by reaſon that good nature and public honeſty 
would conſtrain you to mtercede for the queen vour 
mother, which would carry with itfelf without any 
further, ſome ſuſpicion that might move ill affected 
men to doubt. In my former letters I humbly craved 
of your majeſty that ſome learned men in the laws, 
might be moved to adviſe with the words of the alloci- 
ation, and the mitigation contained in the act of par- 
liament, and withall to adviſe what ſuſpicious eflects 
your majeſty's requeſt might work in theſe choleric 
men at this time, and how their minds might be beſt 
moved to receive rcaſon; and upon all theſe conſidera- 
tions they might have formed the words of a declara- 
tor of your majeſty's innocence to be obtained in this 
parliament, and failing thereof the very words of a 
pretcflation for the lame clicet that might beſt ferve 
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for your majeſty's ſervice, and for my better inform?” 
tion. Alheit this was my fimple opinion, I ſhall be con- 
tented to follow any direction it ſhall pleaſe your ma- 
jeſty to give; I have already opened the fubſtance here” 
of to the gucen of this realm, who ſcetns not to he of- 
fended herewith, and hath grant-d liberty to deal there- 
in with ſuch of the parliament as may remain in any 
doubt of mind. This being the ſum of my proceed- 
ings in this matter, beſides the remainder, contained in 
other letters of ſeveral dates, I am conſtrained to lay 
the whole open before your majeſty, and to humbly 
ray that full information may be fe unto me what 
— Wa to do herein; in this middle time, while I ſnall 
receive more ample direction I ſhall proceed and be do- 
ing according to ſuch direction as I have already re- 
ceived. And fo, moſt gracious fovercign, wiſhing unto 
our majeity all happy ſucceſs in your affairs, I hum- 
bly take my leave from London, 16th of Oct. this 15836, 
A memorial fer his majeſty by the najter of Gray. 

Ir will pleaſe your majeſty, I have tho't meeter to ſet 
down all things as they occur, and all advertiſements 

as they come to my ears, then jointly in a letter. 

came to Vare the 24th of Dec. and ſent to Wo. 
Keith and Mr. Archibald Douglas to advertiſe the 
queen of it, lik as they did at their audience. She pro- 
mailed the queen your majeſty's mother's life ſhould be 
ſpared till we were heard. The 275th they came to 
Vare to me, the which day Sir Robt. came to Vare, 
where they ſhewed us how far they had already gone 
in their negociation, but for that the diſcourſe of it is 
ſent down in our general letter, I remit me to it, only 
this far I will teſtify unto your majeity that Wu. Keith 
hath uſed himſelf right honeſtly and wiſely till our 
coming, reſpecting all circumſtances, and chiefly his 
colleague his dealing, whick indeed 1s not better than 
your majeſty knows already. 

The 29th of Decr. we came to London, where we 
were no ways friendly received, nor after the honeſt 
fort it has pleaſed your majeſty uſe her ambaſſadors, 
never man ſent to welcome or convey us. The fame 
day we underſtood of Mr. de Bellievre lis leave takings 
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and for that the cuſtom permitted not we ſent cur ex- 
cuſes by Mr. George Young. 

The 1ſt day of Jan: W. Keith and his colleague 2c- 
cording to the cuſtom ſent to crave our audience. We 
received the anſwer contained in the general letter, and 
could not haveanſwer till the 6thday, what was done that 
day your majeſty has it in the general, yet we was not out 
of eſperance at that time, albeit we recaved hard anſwers. 

The 8th day we ſpeak with the carl of Leiceſter, 
where our conference was, as is ſet down in the gene- 
ral. I remarked this, that he that day ſaid plainly the 
detaining of the queen of Scotland priloner was for that 
ſhe pretended a fucccfhon to this crown. Judge then 
by this, what is tho't of your majeſty, as ye thall hear a 
little after. 

The gth day we ſpeak with the French ambaſſador, 
whom we found very plain in making to us a wife diſ- 
courſe of all his proceedings, and Mr. de Bellie vre we 
thanked him in your majeſty's name, and opened ſuch 
things as we had to treat with this queen, fave the laſt 
point, as more largely ſet down by our general. 

It is tho't here, ud fome friends of your majeſty's 
adviled me, that Hellicvre his negociation was not ef- 
fectual, and that the retident was not privy to it, as in- 
deed I think is true, for ſince Betlievre his perting, there 
is 4 talk of this Chaſteanenf his ſervants taken with his 
whole papers and pacquets, which he was ſending in 
France, for that they charge him with a confpiracy of 
late againſt the queen here her life. It is alledged his 
irrvant has confeſte!! the matter, but whom 1 ſha!l truſt 
T know not, but till I fee proof I ſnall account him an 
roneſt man, for indeed jo he appears, and one {without 
danbt) who hath been very milant in this matter, | 
ewe him that the queen and earl of Leiceller had de— 
fired to ſpeak with me in private, and craved lis opttti- 
on; he gave it freely that he tho't it mecteſt, I thew 
lim the reaſon why I communicate that to him, that far 
that T had been ſutpected by fore of ker majeſty's 
friends in France to have done cvil offices in her ſervice, 
tat he ſhould Be my witneſs that my carnett dealing 
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in this ſhouiſd he a ſufficient teſtimony that all was lyes, 
and that this knave Naue who now had betrayed her, 
had in that done evil offices; he deſired me, ſecing ſhe 
ſaw only with other folks eyes, that J ſhould no ways 
impute to her, for the like ſhe had done to himſelf by 
Nauè his perſuaſion. I anſwered he ſhould be my wit- 
neſs in that. ; | | | 
The 9th day we ſent to court to crave audience, which 
we got the 1cth day; at the firſt, ſhe ſaid a thing long 
looked for ſhould be welcome when it comes, 1 would 
now ſce your maſter's oifers. I anſu ered, no man makes 
offers but for ſome cauſe; we would, and like your ma- 
jeſty, firſt to know the cauſe to he extant for which we 
offer, and likewiſe that it he extant till your majeſty has 
heard ns. I think it be extant vet, but J will not pro- 
miſe for an hour, but you think to ſhift in that fort. | 
an{wered we mind not to ſhift, but to offer from our ſo- 
vereign all things that with reaſon may be; and in ſpe- 
cial, we offered as is ſet down in our general, all was re- 
fuſcd and tho't nothing She called on the three that 


were in the houſe, the ear! of Leiceſter, my lord admiral, 


and chamberlain, and very deſpitefully repeated all our 

ofiers in preſence of them all. I opened the laſt part, 
ant taid, Madam, for what reſpect is it that men deal 
againſt your per fon or eſtate for her cauſe? She anſwer- 
ed, becauſe they think ſhe ſhall ſucceed to me, and for 
that ſhe is a papiſt; appraringly ſaid I both the cauſes 
may be removed, ſhe 1aid ſhe would be glad to under- 
ſtand it. If, madam, ſaid J, all that ſhe has of right of 
iucceſhion were in the king our ſovereign's perſon, were 
not all hope of papiſts removed? She anſwered, I hope 
ſo. Then, madam, I think the queen his mother ſhal! 
willingly demit all her rights in his perſon. She anſu c- 
ed, ſhe hath no right, for ſhe is declared unhabil. Then 
I ſaid, if ſhe have no right, appearingly he hope cases 
already, ſo that it is not to be feared that any man at- 
tempt for her. The queen anſwered, but the papilt: 
allow not our declaration; then let it tall, ſays J, in the 
king's perſon by her aſſignation. "The ear! of Leicet{tcr 
anſwered, ſhe is a priſoner, and how can the demit? 1 
anfwered the denziſſion i; to her lc by the advice o 
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the friends ſhe has in Europe, and in caſe, as God forbid, 
that any attempt cuttis the queen here away, who ſhall 

rty with her to prove the demiſſion or aſſignation to 
be inc flectual, her 1on being oppoſite party and having 
all the princes her friends for him, having bonded for 
the efficacy of it with his majeſty of before. The queen 
made as ſhe could not comprehend ray meaning, and fir 
Robi. opened the matter again, ſhe yet made as tho” ſhe 
underſtood not. So the carl of Leiceſter anſwered that 
our meaning was, that the king ſhould. be put in his mo- 
ther's place. Is it ſo, the queen anſwered, then I put 
myſelt in a worle caſe than of before; by God's paſſion, 
that were to cut my own throat, and for a dutchy or 
an carldom to vourſelf you or ſuch as you would cauſe 
ſome of your delperate knaves kill me. No, by God, 
he ſhall never be in that place. I anſwered, he craves 
nothing of your majeſly, but only of his mother. The 
earl of Leiceltcr auſwered that were to make him party 
to the queen my miſtreſs. I ſaid, he will be tar more 
party, it he be in her place thro” her death. She would 
ſtay no longer, but ſaid ſhe ſhould not have a worle in 
his mother's place. And laid, tell your king what good 
I have done tor him in holding the crown on his head 
fince he was born, and that I mind to keep the league 
that now flands between us, and if he break it ſhall be a 
double fault, and with this minded to have bidden us 
a farewell; but we achevit (i. e. finiſhed arguing upon 
this point.) And I ſpake craving of her that her lite 
may be ſpared for 15 days; ſhe refuſed, Sir Robi cra- 
ved for only eight days, the ſaid not for an hour; and ſo 
geid her way. Your ajeliy fees we have delivered all 
we had for offers, but all is for nothing, for ſhe and her 
councel has laid a determination that they mind to fol- 
low forth, and i fee it comes rather of her councel than 
herſelt, which 1 like the worſe; for without doubt, fir, 
it ſhall cut off all triendihip ye had here. Altho' it were 
that once they had mcance well to your majeſty, yet re- 
menibering therntelves, that they have medled with 
your moti.er's blood, good faith they cannot hope great 
good of youricit, a tlung in truth | am forry for; f- 
ther your inajeity way perccive by this laſt difcourte ot 
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that I proponit, if they had meaned well to your maje- 
ſty, they had uſed it otherwite than they have done, tor 
reaſon has bound them. But I dare not write all. I 
mind ſomething to ſpeak in this matter, hecauſe we look 
ſhurly our letters ſhall be truſſit by the way. 

For that I fee private credit nor no means can alter 
their determination, altho' the queen again and the ear} 
of Leiceſter has defired to ſpeak with me in particular: 
I mind not to ſpeak, nor ſhall not; but aſſuredly ſhall 
let all men ſee that I in particular was no ways tyed to 
England, but for the reſpect of your majeſty's ſervice. 
So albeit, at this time, I could not effecluate that I de- 
ſired, yet my upright dealing in it ſhall be manifeſled to 
the world. We are, God willing, then to crave and i- 
ence, where we mind to uſe ſharply our inſſructions, 
which hitherto we have uſed very calmly, for we can, 
for your honour's cauſe, ſay no leſs for your majcltv, 
than the French ambaſſador has faid for his maſter. 

So I pray your majeſty confider my upright dealing 
in your ſervice, and not the effect, for had it been do- 
able (i. e. poſſible to be done) by any I might have here 
had credit, but being I came only for that cauſe I will 
not my credit ſhall ferve here to any further purpoſe, 
Tpray God preſerve your majeſty and fend you a truc aud 
ſincere ſrienaſhip. From London this 12th of jan. 176. 

I underſtand the queen is to ſend one of her own i» 
your majeſty. 

To the right hon. my lord wice-chancelloy an ſecretary ti his ma- 
i. from the maſter of (rav. 
M* lord, I fend you theſe lines with this incloſed to 
his majeſty, whereby your lordſhip ſhall underſtand 
how matters goes here.” And before all things I pray 
your lorèſhip move his majeſty to reſpect my diligenca, 
and not the efie& in this negotiation, for I ſwear 1t it 
had been for the crown of England to myſelf I could do 
no more, and let not unfriends have advantage of re, 
tor the world ſhall fee that I loved Unglapd for his ma— 
jeſly's ſervice only. I look ſhortly to find your lordſhip 
triend as ye made promiſe, and by God I Nall be to you 
WI can, Wm Keith and I devylct, if matters bad gore 
well, to have run a courſe that your lordſhip might have 


D , . ooo ac. cc. 


al 


— 


WTR T ww yy wy WU YT WW "Y - Jan 


*o 


APPENDIT. 173 


here been in credit and others diſappointed, but now | 
will do for you as for myſelf; which is to care for no 
credit here, for in conſcience they mean not honeſtly to 
the king our ſovereign, and if they may, he will go the 
get his mother is gone, or ſhortly to go, therefore, in 
lord, without all kind of ſeruple I pray you to adviſe 
him the beſt is not this way. They ay here, that it has 
been faid by pne who heard it from you, that ye deſired 
not the king and England to agree, becauſe it would 
rack the noblemen, and gave an example of it by king 
James the fourt, I anſwered in your name that I was 
aſſured you never had ſpoken it. Mr. Archibald is the 
ſpeaker of it, who I aſſure lordſhip has been a poiſon in 
this matter, for they lean very mickle to his opinion. Ile 
cares not, he ſays, for at length the king wiil be fain to 
deal this way, either by fair means or neceſſity, ſo that 
when he deals this courſe he is ſure to be welcome; to 
ſet down all that is paſt of the like purpoſes, it would 
conſume more paper than I have here, fo I defer it to 
meeting. There is a new conſpiracy alledged againſt 
the queen to have been intended, for the French ambat- 
fador reſident three of his men taken, but I think in the 
end it ſhall prove nothing. Mr. Stafford, who is am- 
baſlador for this queen in France, is touched with it, 
his brother is taken here, always it has done this harm 
in our negotiation, that all this council would not move 
this queen to meddle with the queen of Scotland's blood, 
till this invention was found forth. I remit all other 
things to the incloled. We minded to have ſent to his 
majeſty a diſcourte, which we have ſet down of all our 
proceedings fince our hither coming, but we are lurely 
advertized that the bearer is to be truſſed by the way 
for our pacquets, ſo that we defer it till our own com- 
ing; this | have put in a privy part belide the pacquet. 
We ſhall 1 think take leave on Fryday the 13th day, 
where we mind exactly to follow the rigour of our in- 
ſtructions, for it cannot ſtand with the king's honour 
that we ſay lels than the French ambaſſador, which was, 
le roy mon maiſtre ne peult moins faire que ſe reſentir. 
So that about the 24th I think we ſhall, God willing, be 
at home, except ſome ſtay come which we look not for, 
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5 | 
The queen and the earl of Leiceſter has Cefired to ſpeak 
with me. I retuſed fave in preſence of my colleagues, 
by reaſon I ſee a determination which particular credit 
cannot help, and TI crave no credit but for that cauſe. 
It will pleaſe your lordſhip retire the incloſed from his 
majeſty and keep it. So after my ſervice commended 
to yourſelf and bedfellow, I commit you to God. From 
London the 12th of Jan. 1586. 
To the king's majeſty from fir Robert Melwil. 
I. may pleaſe your majeſty, ſince the direction of our 
former letters, we had audience, and her majeſty ap- 
Fa to take our overtures in good part in preſerte of 
er council; albeit no offers could take place with them, 
having taken reſolution to proceed with extremity, not 
the leſs it pleaſed her majeſty to defire us to ſtay for two 
days on taking our leave, until ſhe had adviſed upon 
our propoſitions; ſince which time, her majeſty is be- 
come more hard by ſome letters (as we are informed) 
has come from Scotland, making lome hope to believe 
that your majeſty takes not this matter to heart, as we 
know the contrary in effect, and had of before removed 
the like opinion, out of her majeſty's mind, which by ſi- 
niſter information was credited, thir reports has Þinder- 
ed our commiſſion, and abuſed this queen, fearing in 
like manner we ſhall be ſtayed until anſwer come trom 
Scotland by fuch perſon as they have inteiligence of. 
And a'ibeit that it will be well enough known to all men 
kow heavily your majeſty takes this procceding to heart, 
the truth is, that they have by this occaſion 1s perſuad- 
ed the queen, that it is like to hinder our negotiation. 
As allo Alchinder (i. e. Alexander) Steward is to be di- 
rected in their party, by our kncu edge, who has a- 
wantyt more of his credit, than I believe he may per- 
form, and we wreat him to deſiſt irrom this dealing, ſay- 
ing it does harm, and he is not meet for that purpoſe, 
remitting to your majeſty's good Gitcretion to :ake cr- 
der herein àe we ſhall be anſweratle to your majeſiy not 
to omit any point we have in charge, 2s the truth is, 
the rafter of Grhaye has behaved jomfelt very upright- 
I and Giſcreetly in this charge, and evil tayne with be 
divers in theſe parts who were of betore his frieuds. 
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We have been behalding to the menſtrals who has born 
us beſt company, but has not been troubled with others; 
Wylzeme Keche hath left nothing undone that he hath 
in charge. As for mafter Archibald he has promiſed at 
all times to do his dewoyr, wherein he ſhall find true re- 

rt made to your majeſty, craving pardon of your ma- 
jeſty that J have been fo tedious, heel have kiſſed your 
majeſty's hand J humbly take my leave. Praying God 
to grant your majeſty many good days and happy, in 
whoſe protection I commit your majeſty at London, the 
abth of Ja . 1586. 

Sir, albeit Maſter George has not been in commiſſion he 
is not inferior in his ſcrvice to any of us, as well by his 
good advice and diligent care he takes for the advance- 
ment of your ſervice, wherein we have not been a little 
furthered. | 
To tbe king's majeſty, from the maſler of Gray and fir Robert 

Metvil. 

PLEast it your majeſty in the laſt andience we had, 

ſiace our laſt advertiſement by W. Murray, we find 
her majeſty at the reſuming our offers ſomething miti- 
gated, and inclined to conſider more deeply of them, 
before we got our leave, at our reaſoning, certain of the 
council, namely, my lord of Leiceiter, fir Chriſtopher 
Haton, my lord Hunſdon, and my lord Hawart being 
preſent in the chamber, gave little ſhow of any great 
content ment to heare her from her former reſolution, 
now caſſin in perplexitie what ſhe ſhould do, always we 
left her in that ſtate, and fince we have daily preſſed 
conference with the whole council, which to this hour 
we have not yet obtained. This day we have ſent down 


to crave our leave. The greateſt hinder which our ne- 


gotiation has found hitherto is a perſuaſion they have 
here that either your majeſty deals fuperkcialty in this 
matter, or that with time ye may be moved to digeſt 
it, which when with great difficulty we had expungit, 
we find anew that certain letters written to them of late 
from Scotland has found ſome place of credit with them 
in our contrare. So that — now to clear them 
of tha: doubt by a ſpecial meſſage, they have made 
choice of fir Alexander Stewart to try your highnicls's 
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meaning in it, and to perſuade your majeſty to like of 
their proceedings, where from no terror we can ſay out 
unto him 1s able to divert him, he has given out that he 
has credit with your majeſty, and that he douhts not to 
help this matter at your highneſs's hand. If he come 
there that errand, we think vour majeſty will not over- 
ſee the diſgrace that his attempts ſhall give us here, if 
he be not tane order with before that he be further 
heard, and if ſo be that any other be directed (as our intel. 
ligence gives us there ſhall) our humble ſuit is to your ma- 
jeſty, that it may pleaſe your highneſs to hear of us what 
we find here, x4 | at what point we leave this matter 
with her majeſty, before that they ſind accidence, the 
cauſes whereof remitting to our private letters. We 
commit your majeſty for the nd to God's eternal 
protection, From London this 21ſt of Jan, 1586. 
f No. XVIII. (p. 191, vol. 2.) 
Copy of a letter from the earls of Shrexr/bury and Kent, e. 

touching their proceedings with regard to the death of the Scots 
ti queen, to her majeſty t council. 

T may pleaſe your hon" good lordſhips to be adver- 

tiſed, that on Saturday the gth of this preſent, I Ro- 

bert Beale came to the houſe of me the ear] of Kent in 
the county of to u hem your lordihip's letter and 
meſſage was delivered, and her. majeſly's commiſſion 
ſhewn; whereupon I the earl forthwith ſent precepts for 
the ſtaying of ſuch hues and crie as had troubled the 
country, requiring the officers to make ſtay of all ſuch 
perions, as ſhould bring any ſuch warrants without 
names, as hetore had been done, and to bring them to 
the next juſtice of peace, to the intent that, upon their 
examination, the occaſion and cauſes of ſuch ſeditious 
bruites might be bolted out and known. It was allo re- 
ſolved tirat I the ſaid earl of Kent ſhould on the Mon- 
day following, come to Lyitord to Mr. Elmes, to be tlic 
pearer and readier to confer with my lord of Shrewſbury, 
Sunday at night, I Robert Beale came to Fotheringay, 
where after the communicating the commiſſion, &c. un- 
to us fir Amice Pawlet and fir Drue Drury, by reaſon 
that fr A. Pawlet was but late recovered, and not able 
jo repair to the earl of Shrewſbury, being then at Orton, 
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fix miles off; it was thought good that we fir Drue Dru- 


ry and Robert Beale ſhould go unto him, which we did 


on —— morning; and together with the delivery ot her 
majeſty's commiſſion, and your lordſhip's letter impart- 
ed unto him what both the earl of Kent and we though 
meet to be done in the cauſe, praying Eis lordſtup hi- 
ther the day following, to — with me the ſaid earl, 
concerning the ſame; which his lordſhip promiſed. And 
for the better colouring of the matter, I the ſaid carl of 
Shrewſbury ſent to Mr. Beale, a juflice of peace of the 
county of Huntingdon next adjoining, to whom I] come 
municated that warrant, which Robert Beale had under 
your lordſhip's hands, for the ſtaying of the hucs and 
cries, requiring him to give notice thereof to the rown 
of Peterborough, and eſpecially unto the juſtices of peace 
of Huntingdonſhire, and to cauſe the purſucrs and bring- 
ers of ſuch warrants to be ſtayed, and brought to the 
next juſtice of peace; and to bring us word to Fother- 
ingay caſtle on Wedneſday morning what he had done, 
and what he ſhould in the mean tis underiland of the 
authors of ſuch bruites. Which like order, i allo fir 
Amias Pawlet had taken ou Monday morning in this 
town, and other places adjoining. The tame night, the 
ſheriff of the county of Northanipton upon the receit of 
your lordſhip's letter came to Arundel, and letters were 
tent to me the carl of Kent of the carl of Shrewſbury's 
intention and meeting here on Tuelday by noon; and 
other letters were allo lent with their lordſhip's aſſent 
to fir Edward Montagu, fir Richard Knightly, Mr. Tho. 
Brudenell, &c. to be here on Wedneſday by cight of the 
clock in the morning, at which time it was thought 
meet that the execution ſhould be. So upon Tucſday, 
we the earls came hither, where the ſkerift met us; and 
upon conference between us it was refolved, that the 
care tor the ſending for the ſurgeons, and other neceſſa- 
ry provition ſhould be commited unto him againſt the 
tune. And we forthwith repaired unto her, and firſt in 
the preſence of herſelf and ber folks, to the intent that 
they might ſce and report hereafter that ſhe was not o- 
Ins with than according to law, and the 
ol. III. 
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form of the flatute made in the 27th year of her maje- 
ſty's 1 it was thought convenient that her majeſty's 
commiſſion ſhould be read unto her, and afterwards ſhe 
was by ſundry ſpeeches willed to prepare herſelf againſt 
the next morning. She was allo put in remembrance of 
her fault, the honourable manner of proceeding with her, 
and the neceſſity that was impoſed upon her majeſty to 

roceed to execution, tor that otherwiſe it was found 
that they could not both ſtand together; and however, 
ſithence the lord Buckhurſt's his being here new conſpi- 
racys were attempted, and ſo would be ſtill; wherefore 
fince ſhe had now a good while fince warning, by the 
faid lord and Robert Beale, to think upon and prepare 
herſelf to die, we doubted not but that ſhe was, before 
this, ſettled, and therefore would accept this meſſage in 
good part. And to the effect that no chriſtian duty 
might be {aid to be omitted, that might be for her com- 
fort, and tend to the ſalvation both ot her body and foul 
in the world to come, we offered unto her that it it 
would pleaſe her to confer with the biſhop and dean of 
Peterborough, ſhe might; which dean we had, for that 
purpole, appointed to be todged within one mile of that 
place. Hereto the replicd, croſſing herſelf in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, ſaying that 
ſhe was ready to die in the catholic Roman faith, which 
her anceſtors had profeſſed, from which ſhe would not 
be removed. And albcit we uſed many perſuaſions to 
the contrary, yet we prevailed nothing; and therefore, 
when ſhe demanded the admittance of her prieſt, we ut- 
terly dented that unto her. Hercupon, ſhe demanded 
to underſtand what anſwer we had toucking her former 
petition to her majeſty, concerning her papers of ac- 
counts, and the he ſtowing of her body. To the firſt we? 
had none other anſwer to make but that we thought it 
they were not ſent before, the fame might be in Mr. 
Waade's cuſtody, who was now in France, and ſccing 
her papers could not any wiſe pleaſure her majeſty, v: 
doubted not but that the. {ame would be delivered unt 
ſuch as the ſhould appoint. For, for our own parts, vc 
undoubtedly thought that her majeſty would not make 
any profit of her things, and theretore (in our opinion 
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ſhe might ſet down what ſhe would have done, and the 
ſame ſhould be imparted unto her majeſty, of whom 
both ſhe and others might expect all courteſy. Touch- 
ing her body, we knew not her majeſty's — and 
therefore could neither ſay that her petition ſhould be 
denyed or 2 For the 122 of Babington, 
ſhe utterly denied it, and would have inferred it, that 
her death was for her religion; whereunto it was eft- 
ſoons by us replied, that for many years ſhe was not 
touched tor religion, nor ſhould have been now, but 
that this proceeding againſt her was for treaſon, in that 
ſhe was culpable of that horrible conſpiracy for deſtroy- 
ing her majeſty's perſon ; which ſhe again denied, ad- 
ding further, that albeit ſhe for herſelf forgave them 
that were the procurers of her death, yet ſhe doubted 
not but that God would take vengeance thereof, And 
being charged with the depoſitions of Naue and Curle 
to prove it againſt her, ſhe replied, that ſhe accuſed none, 
but that hereafter when ſhe ſhall be dead, and they re- 
main alive, it ſhall be ſeen how indifferently ſhe had 
been dealt with, and what meaſure had been uſed unto 
her; and aſked. whether it had been heard before this, 
that ſervants had been practiſed to accuſe their miſtreſs, 
and hereupon allo required what was become of them, 
and where they remained. 

Upon ovr departure from her, for that it ſeemed by 
the commiſſion, that the charge of her was in the dit- 
poſition of us the earls, we required 8. Amias Paulet 
and 8. Drue Drurie, to receive, tor that night, the 
charge, which they had before, and to cauſe the whole 
number of ſoldiers to watch that night, and that her 
folks ſhould be put up, and take order that only faur of 
them ſhould be at the execution, remaining aloof of 
and guarded with certain perſons fo as they ſhould not 
come near unto her, which were Melvil her ſteward, 
the phylician, ſurgeon, and apothecary. 

Wedneſday morning, after that we the earls were 
repaired unto the caſtle, and the ſheriff had prepared all 
things in the hall for the execution, he was command- 
ed to go into her chamber, and to bring her down to 
the place where were preient, we which have ſigned 
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this letter, Mr. Henry Talbot, Eſq; fir Edward Mon- 
tague, knt his ſon and heir apparent, and William 
Montague his brother, fir Richard Knichtly, knt. Mr. 
Thomas Brudenel, Mr. Beuill, Mr. Robert and John 
Wingefield, Mr. Forreſt, and Rayner, Benjamin Pig- 
got, Mr. Dean of Peterborough, and others. 

At the ſtairfold, ſhe pauſed to fpeak to Melvil in our 
hearing, which was to this effect, ++ Melvil, as thou 
haſt been an honefl ſervant to me, fo I pray thee con- 
tinue to my fon, and commend me to him. I have 
not imipugn'd his religion, nor the religion of others, 


but wiſh him well. And as I forgive all that have of- 


fended me in Scotland, ſo I would that ye ſhould alſo; 
and beſeech God. that he would ſend him his holy ſpi- 
rit, and illuminate him.” Melvil's anſwer was, that 
he would fo do, and at that inſtant he would beſecch 
God to aſſiſt him with his ſpirit. Then ſhe demanded 
to ſpeak with her prieſt, which was denicd unto her, 
the rather for that ſhe came with a ſuperſtitious pair 
of beads and a crucifix. She then deſired to have her 
women to help her, and upon her earneſt requeſt, and 
ſaying that wken other gentlewomen were executed 
ſhe had read in chronicles, that they had women al- 
lowed unto them, it was permitted that ſhe ſhould have 
two named by herielf, which were Mrs. Curle and 
Kennedy. After ſhe came to the ſcaffold, firſt, in pre- 
ſence of them all, her majeſty's commiſſion was openly 
read; and aiterwards Mr. Dean of Peterborough, ac- 
cording to a direction which he had received, the night 
before, from us the earls, wou'd have made a godly 
admonition to her, to repent and dye well in the fear 
of God and charity to the world. Bur at the firſt entry, 
ſhe uiterly refuſed it, ſaying that ſhe was catholique, 
and that it were a folly to move her, being ſo reſoJute- 
ly minded, and that our prayers would little avail her. 


| 1 to the intent it might appear that we, and 


the whole aſſeniby, had a chriſtian deſire to have her 
die well, a godly prayer, conceived by Mr. Dean, was 
read and pronounced by us all, “ That it would plcalc 
Aimighty God to ſend her his Holy Spirit and grace, 
and alſo if it were his will, to pardon all her offences, 
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and of his mercy to receive her into his heavenly and 
everlaſting kingdom, and finally to bleſs her majeÞy, 
and confound all her enemies; whereof Mr. Dean, 
minding to repair up ſhortly, can ſhew your lordſhips 
a copy. 

This done, ſhe pronounced a prayer upon her knees 
to this effect, “io beſeech God to ſend her his Holy 
Spirit, and that ſhe truſted to receive her ſalvation in 
his blood, and of his grace to be received into his king- 
dom, befought God to forgive her enemies, as ſhe for- 
gave them; and to turn his wrath from this land, to 
bleſs the queen's majeſtie, that ſhe might ſerve him. 
Likewiſe to be merciful to her ſon, to have compaſſion 
of his church, and altho' ſhe was not worthy to be 
heard, yet ſhe had a confidence in his mercy, and pray: 
ed all the ſaints to pray unto her Saviour to receive her.“ 
After this (turning towards her ſervants) ſhe deſired 
them to pray for her, that her Saviour would receive 
her. Then upon petition made by the executioners, ſhe 
pardoned them, and ſaid, ſhe was glad that the end of 
all her ſorrows were ſo near. Then ſhe diſliked the 
whinning and weepiag of her women, ſaying, that they 
rather ought to thank God for her relolytion, and kit- 
ling them, willed them to depart from the ſcaffold and 
farewell. And fo reſolutely kneeled down and having 
a kercheff banded about her eyes, laid down her neck, 
whereupon the executioner PR Her ſervants 
were incontinently removed, and order taken that 
none ſhould approach unto her corps, but that it ſhould 
be embalmed by the zurgeon appointed. And further, 
her croſſe, apparel, and other things are retained here, 
are not yielded unto the executioner for inconveniencies 
that might follow, but he is remitted to be rewarded by 
ſuch as ſent him hither, 

This hath been the manner of our dealings in this 
ſervice, whereof we have thought good to advertite 
your Jordſhips, as particularly as we could, for the time, 
and further have thought good to ſignify unto your 
lordſhips beſides, that for the avoiding of all ſiniſter and 
landerovs reports that may be raiſed to the contrary, 


* 


9 
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we have cauſed a note thereof to be conceiv'd to the 
ſame effect in writing, which we the ſaid lords have 
ſubſcribed, 'with the hands of ſuch other there the 
knights and gentlemen ahove named that were preſent 
at the action. And fo beſecching Almighty God long 
to bleſs her majeſty with a molt proſperous reign, and 
to cor found ali his and her enemies, we take our leaves, 

Fron Fotheringay-caftle, the Sth of Feb. 15 86, in haſt. 
N. B. This, as well as ſeveral other papers, in thi; 

appendix, is taken from a collection made by Mr, 
Crawfurd of Drumſoy. hiſtoriographer to queen 
Anne, now in the library of the faculty of Advo- 
cates, Mr, Crawfurd's tranſcriber has omitted to 
mention the book in the Cott. Lib. where it is to 
be found. 

No. XIX. (p. 195, vol. 2.) 

The ol jections againſt Mr. Daviſon, in the cauſe of the late Scut- 
4% queen, muſt concern thinys dene either, 1. Before ber trial 
at Fotheringav, 2. During that ſaſſion, 3. Aficr the ſame. 

CE, EFORE her trial, he neither is, nor can be charge! 

to have had any hand at all in the cauſe of the 
ſaid queen, or done any thing whatſoever concerning 
the fame, directly or indirectly. 

2. During that ſeſſion, he remained at court, where 
the only mterett he had therein, was as her majeſiy's 
ſecretary, to receive the letters from the commifſioners, 
impart thenito her highnels, and return them heranſwers. 

3. Aſter the return thence, of the laid commitlioners, 
it is well known to all her council, 

1. That he never was at any &liberation or meeting 
whatſoever, in parliament, or council, concerning the 
canſe of the ſaid queen, till the ſending town of her ma- 
jvity's warrant unto the cemniiſſioners, by the lords an 
others ot her council. 

2. That he was no party in ſigning the ſentence pai- 
ſed againſt her. 

3. That he never penned either the proclamation pu- 
pliſhing the ſame, the warrant after her death, nor any 
other letter, or thing whatloever concerning the ſane, 
And, 

That the only thing which can be jpecially and tru” 
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imputed to him, is the carrying up the ſaid warrant un- 
to her majeſty to be ſigned. She ſending a great coun- 
ſellor unto him, with her pleaſure to that end, and car- 
rying it to the great Teal of England, by her own ſpecial 
direction and commandment. | 

For the better clearing of which truth, it is evident, 

1. That the letter, being penned by the lord treaſurer, 

was delivered by him unto Mr. Daviton, with her maje- 
ſty's own privity, to be ready for to ſign, when the 
ſhould be pleafed to call for it. 
2. That being in his hands, he retained it at the leaſt 
five or ſix weeks unpreſented, nor once offering to carry 
it up, till ſhe ſent a great counſellor unto him for the 
jame, and was ſharply reproved therefor by a great peer 
in her majeſty's own pretence. 

3. That having ſigned it, ſhe gave him an expreſs 
commandment to carry it to the ſeal, and being ſcaled to 
lend it immediately away unto the commithoners, ac- 
cording to the direction. Herfelt appointing the hall of 
Fotheringay for the place of execution, miſliking the 
court-yard, in divers reſpects, and in concluſion ablos 
lutely forbad him to trouble her any further, or let her 
hear any more hercof, till it was done. She, for her 
part, having, (as ſhe faid) performed all that, in law or 
reaion, could be required of her. 

4. Which directions notwithilanding, he kept the 
warrant fealed all that night, and the greateſt part of 
the next day in his hands, brought it back with him to 
the court, acquainted her majeſty withal, and finding 
her majetty refol\ved to proceed therein, according to 
her former directions, and yet deſirous to carry the mat- 
ter jo, as ſhe might throw the burden from herſell, he 
abſolutely refolved to quit his hands thereof, 

5. And hereupon went over unto the lord's treaſurer”s 
chamber, together with Mr. vice-chamberlain Hatton, 
and in his preſence reſtored the fame into the hands of 
the ſaid lord treafurer, of whom he had before received 

it, who from henceforth kept it, till himlc!f and the reſt 
ot the council ſent it away. 

Which, in ſubſtance and truth, is all the part and in- 
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tereſt the ſaid Daviſon had in this cauſe, whatſoever is, 
or may be pretended to the contrary. | 

Touching the ſending down thereof unto the com- 
miſſioners, that it was the general act of her majeſty's 
eounci! (as is before mentioned) and not any private act 
of his, may appcar by, | 

1. Their own conteſfion, 2. Their own letters ſent 

down therewith to the commiſſioners. 3. The teſti» 
nies of the lords and others to whom they were directed. 
As alſo, 4 of Mr. Beale, by whom they were ſent. 5. 
The tenor of her majeſty's firft commiſſion for their cal- 
ling to the ſtar chamber for the ſame, and private ap- 
— and ſubmiſſion aſterward inſtead thereof, be- 
ore the lord chancellor Bromley. 6. The confeſfion 
of Mr. Attorney-general in open court confirmed, 7. 
By the ſentence 1tt2f upon record. 8. Beſides a com- 
mon act of council, containing an anſwer to be ver bal- 
iy delivered to the Scottiſh ambaflador then remaining 
here, avowing and juſtifying the fame. 

Now where {ome ſuppoſe him to have given ſome ex- 
traordinary furtherance thercunto, the contrary may e- 
vidently appear by, | 

1. His former abſolute refuſal to ſign the band of aſ- 
ſociaiion, being earneſtly preſſed thercunto by her ma- 
jeity's ſelf. 

4 His excuſing of himſelf from being uſed as a com- 
miſſioner, in the examination of Babington and his com- 
plices, and avoiding the ſame by a journey to the Bath. 

3. His being a mean to ſtay the commiſſioners from 
pronouncing the ſentence at Fotheringay, and deferring 
it till they ſhould return to her majeſty's preſence. 

4. His keeping the warrant in his hands fix weeks 
unprelented, without once offering to carry it up, till 
her maje{ly ſent expreſly for the ſame to ſign. 

5. His deterring to ſend it away after it was ſealed 
unto the commiſtioners, as he was ſpecially command- 
ed, ſlaying it all that night, and the greateſt part vi tlie 
next day in his hands. : 

6. And finally, his reſtoring thereof into the hands 
2 the lord treaſurer, of whom he had before receive! 
the ſame, 
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Which are clear and evident proofs, that the ſaid Da- 
viſon did nothing in this cauſe whatſoever, contrary to 


the duty of the place he then held in her majeſty's 


ſervice. Cal, C. 9. 
This {ſeems to be an original. On the back is this title, 
The innocency of Mr Daviſon in the cauſe of the late 

Scottiſh queen. 
No. XX. (p. 474. line 38, vol. 2.) 
Letter from O, to his majeſty ting James. 

Moser worthy prince, the depending dangers upon 
your affectionates have been ſuch as hath intorced 
filence in bim, who is faithfully devoted to your periong 
and in due time of trial will undergo all hazards of for- 
tune, for the maintenance.of the juſt legal rights, that, 
by the laws divine, of nature, and of nations, is inveſt- 
ed in your royal perſon. Fall not then, moſt noble 2nd 
renowned prince, from him whoſe providence hath in 
many dangers preſerved you, no doubt, to be an inſtru- 
ment of his glory, and the good of his people. Some 
ſecrets, I find, have been revealed to your prejudice, 
which muſt proceed from ſome ambitious violent ſpirits 
ed perion near your majeſty in council and favour; no 
man in particular will 1 accuſe, but I am fur» it hath no 
foundation trom any, with whom, for your ſervice, I 
have held correſpondence, otherwiſe, I had, long ſince, 
been diſabled from performance ol thole duties, that the 
thoughts of my heart endeavoureth; being only known 
to this worthy nobleman, bearer hereof, one noted in 
all parts of Chriſtendom for his ſidelity to your perſon 
and ſtate, and to Mr. David Fowlis your moſt loyal ter- 
vant, my firſt and faithful correſpondent; aud unto 
James Hudione, whom I have found in all things that 
concern you, moſt ſecret and aſſured, It may, there- 
fore, pl-aſe your majeſty, at the humble motion of O, 
which jargon I defire to be the indorſement of your 
commands unto me, that, by ſome token of your fa- 
vour, he may underſtand in what terms you regard his 
fidelity, ſecrecy, and ſervice. My paſlionate aflection 
to your perſon (not as you are a king, but as you are a 
good king, and have juſt title, after my ſovereign, to 
be a great king) doth tranſport me to prelumption. Con- 
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demn not, moſt noble prince, the motives of care and 
love, altho* mixed with defects in judgment. 

1. I therefore, firſt beſeech your majeſty, that for 
the good of thoſe, whom God, by divine Providence, 
hath deſtined to your charge, that you will be pleaſed 
to have an extraordinary care of all practicers or prac- 
tices, againſt your perſon; for it is not to be doubted, 
but that in both kingdoms, either out of ambition, fac- 
tion, or fear, there are many that deſire to have their 
ſovercign in minority, whereby the ſovercignty and 
ſtate might be ſwayed by partiality of ſubalternate per- 
ſons, rather than by true rule of power and juſtice, 
Preſerve your . and fear not the practices of 
man upon the point of ydur right, which will be pre- 
ſerved and maintained againſt all aſſaults of competition 
whatever, Thus I lcave the protection of your perſon 
and royal poſterity, to the Almighty God of Heaven, 
who bleſs and preſerve you and all yours, in all regal 
happineſs to his glory. 

2. Next to the preſervation of your perſon, is the 
converiation and fecret keeping of your councells, 
which, as I have ſaid, are often betrayed and diſcover- 
ed, either out of pretended zeal in religion, turbulent 
faction, or baſe conception, the which your majeſty is 
to regard with all circumſpection, as matters moſt dan- 
gerous to your perſon and ſtate, and the only means to 
ruin and deſtroy all thoſe that ſtand faithfully devoted 
to your majeſty's ſervice. Some particulars, and per- 
ſons of this nature, I make no doubt have been diſco- 
vered by the endeavours of this nobleman, the bearer 
hereof of whom your majeſty may be further informed. 

3. The zd point conſiderable is that your majeſty, by 
all means poſſible, ſecure yourſelf of the good afſection 
of the French king and ſtates, by the negociation ot 
ſome faithful ſecret confident; the French naturally dif- 
taſting the union of the Britiſh iflands under one mo- 
narch. In Germany, I doubt not, but you have many 
allies and friends, but by reaton of their remote ſtate, 
they do not fo muck importe this affair, which muſt be 
guided by a quick and ſudden motion. 

4. When God, by whoſe Providence, the period of 
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all perſons and times is determined, ſhall call to his 
kingdom of glory her majeſty, (although I do aſſuredly 
hope that there will not be any queſtion in competition, 
yet for that I hold it not fitting to give _ minute en- 
trance into a cauſe of ſo high a _ do humbly 
beſeech your majeſty to deſign a ſecret, faithful, and ex- 

rienced confident ſervant of yours, being of an ap- 
proved fidelity and judgment, continua'ly to be here 
reſident, whoſe negociation, it were convenient vour 
majeſty ſhould fortific, with ſuch ſecret truſt and pow- 
ers, as there may not need 14 days reſpite, to poſt for 
authority, in a cauſe, that cannot endure 10 hours re- 
ſpite, without varieties of danger. In the which it is 
to be conſidered, that all ſuch as pretend leaſt good to 
your eſtabliſnment, will not in public oppugn your title, 
but out of their cunning ambition will ſeck to gain 
time, by alledging their pretence of common good to 
the ſtate, in propounding of good conditions for diſbur- 
thening the common weale, of divers hard laws, heavy 
impoſitions, corruptions, oppreſlions, &c. which is a 
main point to lead the popular, who are much diſguſt- 
ed with many particulars of this nature. It were there- 
fore convenient, that theſe motives, out of your majc{- 
ty's providence, ſhould be prevented, by your free offer 
in theſe points following, viz. 

1. That your majeſty would be pleaſed to aboliſh pur- 
veyors and purveyance, being a matter infinitely olien- 
ſive to the common people, and the whole kingdom, 
and not profitable to the prince 

2. That your majeſty would be pleaſed to diſſolve the 
court of wards, being the ruin of all the noble and an- 
cient families of this realm, by bate matches, and evil 
education of their children, by which no revenue of the 
crown will be deirayed. . 

3. The abrogating the multiplicity of penal laws, ge- 
nerally repined a gaiuſt by the ſubject, in regard of their 
uncertamty, being many times altered from their true 
meaning, by variety of interpretations. 

4. That your majelly will be plcafed to admit free 
outport of the native commodities of this kingdom, 
now often reſtrained by ſubalternate perſons tor private 
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profit, being moſt 8 to the commerce of all 
merchants, and a plain deſtruction to the true induſtr 
and manufacture of all kingdoms, and againſt the profit 
of the crown. 

Theſe, being by your majeſty's confidents in the 
point of time propounded, will aſſuredly confirm unto 
your majeſtie the hearts and affections of the whole 
kingdom, and abſolutely prevent all infinuations and 
devices of deiigned 22 that, out of pretext of 
common good, would ſeek to patronize themſelves in 
popular opinion and power, and thereby to derogate 
tron: your majeſty's bounty and free favour, by prince- 
ly merit of your moderation, judgment and juſtice. 

Your majeſty's favour, thus granted to the ſubject, 
will no way impeach the profits of the crown but ad- 
vance them. The diſproportionable gain of tome 
chequer officers, with the baſe and mercenary profits of 
the idle and Ry clerks and attendants, will only 
ſuffer ſome detriment; but infinite will be the good unto 
tie kingdom, which will confirm unto your majeſty the 
univerſal love and affection of the people, and eftabliſh 
your renown in the higheſt eſteem to all poſterity. 

The Lord preferve your majeſtic, and make you tri- 
umphant over all your enemies. 

y care over his perſon, whoſe letters paſs in this 

2c14t, and will die beforg he leave to be yours, ſhall 
C 1% leis than of mine own life, and in like eſteem will 
I hold all your faithful confidents, notwithſtanding 1 
will hold myſelf reſerved irom being known unto any 
of thera, in my particular devoted affections unto your 
majeſty, only this extraordinary worthy man, whole 
aſlociate Jam in his misfortune, doth know my heart, 
and we will bath pray for you, and if we live you ſhall 
find us together. h 

I beſeech your majeſty, burn this letter, and the o- 
thers; ior altho? it be in an unuſual hand, yet it may be 

covered, Your majeſty's moſt devoted, aud 
5 __ humble ſervant, G. 

22 Man 
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